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EDWARD GIBBON, Esq.

——

T sion gront Hisboriirwas hows o) Putnby), Jive coRidy
of Surrey, on the 27th April 1757. His paternal an-
: “some dhﬂud:lnm His gmand-
'En‘.hr'r, Edwnrd, was first n i of customs,
and afterwands a direetor of the "'ul.llh Sea Company.
In this Inst capacity, be lost the greatest part of his
fortune, and no small sharciol his reputation, though
his grandson has endeavoured to justify him from the
severe charges brought agninst that body, He con-
trived to retricve his fortune: but, displenssd with his
son, who was also named Edward, on accouut of a
matrimoninl connection, be left him oaly a small share
of the estate. Edward, however, received a libeml
education, was twice member of Parlinment, and dis-
tinguished himsell by o persevering opposition to Sir
Robert Walpole. He was married to Judith Porten,
daughter of a citizen of London, by whom he had six
sons und a daughiter, all of whom died in their infancy
except the subject of theipresent memoir. His own
constitution was so extromely weal, (hat he was scarce-
- ly expested to reach the age of manhood ; nund his fiv-
ther, that the patronymic name of Edward might not
fail from the family, repeated it af the bagfism of every
suctessive soni.  His infancy was numsed in the most
tender manner by his aunt, Mrs. Catherine Porten,
a iy




4 " LIFE OF .
whom he declares those to be indebled wha wefe re-
joiced at his having lived..

As soon ns young Giibbon became capable of imbib-
‘ing the rudiments of Imql'u_:‘g, he was placed under the
domestic tuition of a Mr. K , o learned and unfor-
tunate man, for whom, almost alone of his early in-
structors, he scems fo entertain respect and gratitude.
He received from him the rudiments of English and
Latin ; but poor Kirkhy, having one d;t;__unqutnntnly
forgol to mention King George in his prayer, ihe zen-
lous loyalty of old Gibbon prompted his immediate
Jismissal. Edward was then sent to the school of
Kingston upon Thames. Here he made some progress
in Latin, though his studies were frequently interrupted
by ill bealth, At the end of two years, however, hismo:
ther died ; and this circumstance, it does not exacily
appear how, occasigned hissetarr to the parcatal roof,
Here hengain found himself under the care of his aunt,
who now bestowed {he same care in the cultivation of
his mind, which she had formerly devoled to the
strengthening of his constitulion. Here he seems to
bave first imbibed that passion for study which con-
tinued ever after to be his ruling propensity. He in-
dulged in a course of desultory reading, as inclination
ot curiosity prompied.  The following account, given
by himself, of bis early studies, caunot fuil to be infer-
esiing. .
# | should, perhaps, be nstonished, were it possible
to ascertain the date at which n favourite tale was en-
graved, by fiequent repetition, in my memory : the
Cavern of the Winds, the Palace of Felicity, and the
fatal moment, ot the end of three months or centuries,
when Pringe Adolphus is overtaken by Time, who had
worn out so many pair of wings in the pursuit. Be-
fore 1 left Kingston school, T was well acquainted with
Pope's Homer, and. d{ Ambian Nights Entertain-
ments, two hooks “whic _will always please, by the
moying picture of humag manner wnd specious miz
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g
racles: nor was I' then capable of discerning Dt

Pope’s trauslation is a portrait endowed wilh every f

merit, expept that of likeness 1o the original. The
verses: of Pope acoustomed: my ear o the sound of
poctic harmony, In the death of Hector, and the
shipwreck of. Ulysses, I fasted the new emotions. of
terror and: pity ; and. seriously disputed: with my
aund on the vices and virtaes of the heroes of ' the Tro-
jun war. ;From Pope's Homer 1o Diryden’s Virgil'
Wasan-casy- tramsition ; but I know not how, frem'
some fault in: the author, (he translator, or the
reader, the pious Fuens did not so forcibly seize’
on my imagination; fand I derived more pleasure .
from Ovid’s Metamorphoses, especially: in the fall
of Pheton) and. the specches of Ajix and. m:m-
B | g ' & (]

rable library ; and I tarned over many Egﬁ‘ih']mgu
of poetry anil' romance, of history and travels:
‘Where a tille attracted my eye, without fear or awe I
snatched the volume from the shelf, and Mrs Porten,.
who indulged - berself in ' morml and religions specula-
lations; was more prone o encourage than to check
i curiosity above the streagth of 'a boy' This year,
(1748) rthe twelith of my age, 1'shall note as the most
Propitious to the growth of my intellectual stature,”

Another chinnge took place in the state of the family:
by, thebankruptey of bis grandiather, who absconded
inconsequence: His suntilien, with a becoming pride,
resolved ‘not to be dependent. o the bounty of her
fritnds.  She submilted to the humble employment of
keeping: a-boarding house for Westminster school, and
thus eamed a competence for her old mge.  This cire
cumstance Jed to the plan of ‘sending Elward to that
seminary.  His attendunce; however, was interrapted
byifrequent intervals of ill health, and his disorder at
length became o violent, that it was mecessary U s
move bim from: school, .and send him to Bath, Fon
Iwo yeam suceeoding, his scholastic insfruction

a3
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Very ani even, in a gueat measure, negleot-
eil, Hilmlﬁlnmlimwumniedmnthnmn,whm

e still continued his eourse of desultory studies. He

resumes his acconnt of them in the following terms 2

« The curiosily which had been implanted in my in-
fant mind, was stillalive and active ; but my reason was
not sufliciently informed to understand the value, or 1o
Iament the loss, of three precious years, from my en=
trance at Westminister to my admission at Oxford.
Tnstead of repining at my long and frequent confine-
ment fo the chamber or the couch, Tsecretly rejoiced in
{hose infirmities, which delivered me from the exercises

_of the sehool, and the society of my equals. Asoftenas]

was tolerably exempt from danges and pain, reading, free
desultory reading, was the employment and comfort of
niy solitary hours, At W optasisster sy auntsouglit only
o ause-anet-Tidlge me 5 in my stations at Bath and
Winchester, at Buriton and Putney, a false com passion
respected my sufferings ; and I was allowed, without
controul or advice, to gratify the wanderings of an un-
ripe taste. My indiscriminate appetite subsided by
degrees in the historic line ; and since philosophy has
exploded all inuate ideas and nalural propensities, 1
must ascribe this choice to the asiduous perusal of the
Universal History, as the octavo volumes successively
appeared.  This unequal work, and  a treatise of
Hearne, the Ductus Historicus, veferred and intro-

me 1o the Greek and Roman historians ; to s

h“?'lh-l us were accessible (o an Enzlish reader.

All that I could find were greedily devoured, from Lit-
tkebury's lame Herodotus, and Spelman's valuable Xe-
nophon, to the pompous folios of Gordon's Tacitus,
and a ragged Progopinsof the beginning of the lst cen-
tury, The cheap ncquisition of so much knowledge
confirmed my dislike o (e study of languages ; and 1
argued with Mrs. Porlen, that, were | master of
Greek and Latin, I must interpret to myscll in Eng-
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lish the thoughts of the original, and that such extem™
porary versions must be infevior {o the elaborple trans-
lations of professed scholars ; a silly sophism, which
could not ensily be confuted by a person ignorant of
any other language than her own. From the ancignt
I leaped o the modern world ; many crude lumps of
Speed, Rapin, Mezeray, Davila, Muchiavel, Father
Paul, Bower, &c. I devoured like so many novels;
and I swailowed with the same voracious appetite the
descriptions of India and China, of Mexico and Peru.
* My fisst introduction to the historic scenes, which
have since engaged so many yeass of my fife, must be
aseribed to on accident.  In the summer of 1751, 1
accompanied my father on a visit to Mr. Hoare's, in
Wiltshire; but I was Jes :hli;hmdwkll the beauties

eommon bodk, the Cautmunllun o 'E’mtﬁm

History, whinh is indeed execcuted with more skill and
tasie than the previous work. 'To me the reigns of the
sticcessors of Constantine were absolulely new ; and 1
was immersed in the passage of the Goths over I'.ht Da-
nube, when the summons of the dinner-bell reluclantly .
dragged me from my intellectual feast.  This transieat
glance served rather o irritate than o appease my cu~
viosity ; and as soon as 1 returoed to Bath, 1 procurgd
the second and third volumes of Howel's History of the
‘Woarld, which exhibited the Byzantine period on a
Largér scale.  Mahomet and hisSamcens soon fixed my
altention ; and some inslinct of criticism directed me
to the gentine sources,  Simon Ockley, an original in
byery sense, fint opencd my eyes ; and 1 was led from
ane book to another, Gl 1 had ranged round the circle |
of Oriental history.  Before T was sixleen, 1 bad ex-
hausted all that could be learned in English of the
Ambs and Persians, the Tortars and Tarks ; and the
sam ardour urged me (o goess at the anih of d'Her-
belot, and Lo consirue the barbarous Latin of Pocock's
Abulfaragivs, Such vague and mﬂhﬁﬂmﬂﬁ;

a3
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conld nol feach me to think, fo wrile, or fo act ; acd
ﬁ B L ri U dovind % oL ght St
chaos, was an early and mational application
hthmﬂurnt’um:nndpllm The maps of Cellarius
Wells imprinted ip my mind the picture of an-
t geography ; from Stmochius I imbibed the ele-
aments of chronology ;5 Ahe Tables of Helvieus and An-
demon, the Annals of Usher and Prideausx, distinguishe
od the congegtion of evenls, and engraved the mull-
tude of names and dates ie o clear and indolible series.
But, in the discussion of the first ages, 1 overleaped
ibe bounds of modesty and use. In 'my childish ba-
lance I presumed to weigh the systems of Scaliger and
Pelavius, of Marsham and Newion, which 1 could sel-
dom study in the onginals ; and my sleep has been
dmuﬂmd by the difficulty of recongiling the scptungind
1oarivéd ot Oxford
a stock of ﬁﬂ-nﬁgh{ have puzzled s
doctor, and a degree of ignorance of which a school-

boy wonld have been ashamed."
To his residence at Oxford Mr. Gibbon looks back
. with no satisfaction. -Instead of improving by the op-
porinnities there afforded, he scems even to have lost
that taste for reading which be had previously ncquired.
He fell into babits of idleness and dissipation, freguent-
ly absented bimself, aml settled to no plan of study,
In short, be declares the fourleen months which he
pent in Mugdalen College (o be the most idle and un-
s of his whole life. Unwilling to take upon
himself the whole blame of this lost period, he endea-
vours to throw it partly upon the institutions of the uni-
versity. No controul or superintendence, he says,
wore exercised over him = be was allowed (o atlend or
ot as inclination prompted. © During the first woeks,”?
‘sayshe, “ I constantly attended these lessons in my tu-
m-m.hnﬂuylmldnqmﬂgd:mu!nfpm&t
and pleasure, 1 was once templed fo lry the experiment
of a formal bpology. The apology was accepted with
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u.smile. T'repéated the offence with less ceremony
the excuse was admitted with the same indulgence :

the slightest motive of lazincss or indisposition, Uie
moet triffing avocation al home or abroad, was allowed
s a worthy impediment ; nor did my folor appear
couscious of my nhﬁunrneg‘lm Had the hour of lec-
“ture been constantly filled, a single hour was a_small
yportion of my academic l:u:urr No plan of study wns
recomimended for mg Wse ; nb exercises were prescrib-
“éd for his inspection ; luﬂ! at the most precious sea-
son of youth, whole ﬂ'.ljua.n& weeks were suffiered (o
clapse, without labour or amusement, without advice ok

account.” ey ] J
Abmlt]:kumn, l'mmm lm cons tution strength-

Al the md ul I'nurim:n mnﬂills, enahle
him to spend two months at his f-lhﬂ s house in Hamp-
shiire. It is remarkable, that the moment be arrived
there his taste for books began to revive. He now wrole
. his first com position, markefl by that taste for research
and exolic history, which strongly predominated in
I:h mind. Tt was entifled  The Age of Sesostris ;”
and the object was (o prove that monarch to have been
contemporary with Salomaon,

On Gibbon's return to college, he eutu!dnpmﬂm
same round of dissipation as i::ﬁ:rc Hn,m m
uhﬂtr, a visit lo Bath, an excursion :Em]
shire; and four to Im:!m. He still humcr,
his old lunlhrm:hmdmtmmry, but it took
a most singular direction. By reading the works of
ﬂmfuhnhnlﬁ!inﬂ, he became a convert to that
religion. T'wo works of Bossuet were, | be asserts, |
- which completed his conversion. His resolution was
~eompletely made up from books, before he saw or con-
rsed with any pricst of that pnmmmn He was

then, however, introducad to ane in London, in 'IHIE
prestrice be: sol emnly abjured the emmors of heresy,  He
then wrole an elaborate lelter to his father, announcing

-
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mlﬁif:ﬁc tifying this extraordinary step. His father,
the first paroxysm of anger, published what would have
been more wisely concealed, and the gales of the uni-
versity were shut against (he young apostale.

It became now a very serious comsideration for old
Gibbon, in what manner this extraordinary malady
might be banished from the mind of his son. Afier
much deliberation, it was determined to send him fo
reside for some years at Loausanne, in Switzerland.
Thither he was accordingly dispatched, and lodged in
the house of M. Pavilliard, n calvinist minister, e
has described in a lively manner his feelings on first az-
viving in this exile.

“ When 1 was thus suddenly cast on a forcign land,
I fornd myself depwived of (he use of speech and of
hearing ; and, during some weeks, incapable not only
of enjoying the pl i co iy but even of
g O] “question in the common inter-
course of life. To a home-bred Englishman every ob-
Jject, every custom was offensive ; bt the mative of any

’ |

country might have been disgusted with (be general
aspect of his lodging and enlertainment. T bad now

exchanged my elegant apartment in Magdalen College,
for n narrow gloomy street, the most unfrequented of
an unhandsome fown, for an eld inconvenient house,
and for a small chamber, ill contrived, and ill furnish-
ed, which, on the approach of winter, instead of a
companionable fire, must be warmed by the dull in-
visible heat of a stove.  From a man, 1 was again de-
graded o the dependence of a schoolboy, M. Pavil.
liard manoaged my expences, which had been reduced
to a diminutive state. I received a swall maonthly al-
lowance for my pocket-money ; and helpless and awk-
ward as I have ever been, 1 no longer enjoyed the in-
dispensible comfort of a servant., My condition seem-
ed as destitute of hope, as it was devoid of pleasure.
I was separated* for an indefinite, which appeared
an iufinite, term from my native country ; and I had

P T e s AR w——mm—
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lost all connection with my cathetic friends. I have
since reflected with surprise, that as the Romish clergy
of every part of Enrope maintain a close correspond-
ence with each other, they never attempted, by letters
or messages, to rescue me from the hands of the here-
tics, or at least to rm my zeal and constancy in
the profession of (be faith. Such was my first intro-
duction to Lavsanne ; a place where 1 spent nearly five
years with pleasure and profit, which afterwands re-
visited withont compulsion, and which I have finally
selected ns the most grateful retreat for the decling of
my life."

He soon, however, became reconciled to his sitna-
tion, and derived great benefits from the residence of
Lausanne,  He bere entered upon a course of intense
REICdy P -.,. L .'____.'__.-_;‘\. 2 “'u\-iu‘_.”n,ll - ....-.1. h:";m

meniators. He acquired also some acguaintance,
though not very extevsive, with Grecian literature,
Grotius, {Puflendorf, Locke, Crousaz, and Pascal, en-
tered also into his round of study. He opencd a cor-
respondence with Crevier, the successor of Rollin, pro-
fessor Breitinger of Zurich, and Matthew Gesner of
Gottingen.  He made also a journey through Switzer-
land. At this time too he became acquainted with
Mademoiselle Curchod; but the nature of their connec-
tion will best be relatesd in his own words, though some-
what more pompous than the subject requires,
1 hesitate, from the apprehension of ridicule, when
I approach the delicate subject of my carly love. By
this word I do not mean the polite attention, the gal-
lantry, without hope or design, which has originated in
the spirit of chivalry, and is interwoven with the tex-
ture of French manners. I understand by this passion,
the union of desire, friendship, and tenderness, which is
inflamed by a single female, which prefers et to the
rest 8fber sex, and which seeks her possession as the
supreme or the sole happioess of our being. . T need not
blush af recollecting the object of my choice; and
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‘hidugh my Tove was Qisappointed of success, Tam ra-
h;m&?‘ﬁu‘l whs once copuble of fecling such
..J_Em-nﬂ exilled sentiment. The personal attrmetions
‘of Mademoiselle Circliod were eimbellished by (he vir-
- ‘tues add taleits of the mind.  Her fortane was humble,
" but her family was respectable.  Her mother, a native
of France, bail prferred her religion lo her country.
The professian-pt ber father did not extinguish the mo-
deristion und philosophy of his temper, dnd he Tived
content with a'small salary and laborious duty, in the
“obscure lot of winisier of Crassy, in the mountains that
separate the Pays de Vaud from the county of Burgun-
@y. Initbe solitude of & seqquesiensd village, he be-
sowed a liberal, and even learned, education on his
only davghter. She surpassed his hopes by her profi-
DL 25 i ri;l;:;hurt vi-
g at Lausanne, the wit, the beauty, and
erudition of Mademoiselle Carchod were the thﬁﬁd
universal applause. The report of such a prodigy awak-
ened my curiosity ; Isaw and loved. 1found her learned
without pedantry, lively in conversation, pure in senti-
ment, and elegant in manners ; and the first sudden enyo-
tion was fortified by the habits and knowledge of 4 mare
familiar dcquaintance. She permiited me to make her
two or three vidits at her father's house, T passed some
happy days there in the mountains of Burgundy, and
her parents hondurably encouraged the connection,
~ In a cala retireroent the gay vanity of youth no long-
'I'Mhl hier bosom ; she listened to the voice of
imw and T might presume to hope that
T bad m'ﬁ:p“ﬁfm on & virtoous hearf. At
Crassy dnd Lausanine 1 indulged my dream of felicity ;
but, on my return to Evglind, I soon discoversd that
my fther would not hear of this strange alliance, and
- dhat without bis consent T was mysell destitute and
Lelpless. ~ Afice a painful struggle, T yiclded (0 my
filte ; lﬁghetf ﬁlliﬂ'ﬂ, fﬂl!j{'ﬂllnmn; my wotnil
Was inscosibly healed by time, absence, and the babits
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of a nowlife. My cure was necelerated by o faithfil
report of the tranquillity anil cheerfnloess of the Indy
herself, and wy love subsided in friendship and esteem.
Theminister of Crassy soon ufterwartls died ; his stipend
dlied with him ; his tlhnughter refired 10 Geneva, where,
by teaching young Indies, she enmed n hard subsist-
ence for herself and ber mother 5 but in her lowest dis
tress she maintained a spotless reputation, nnd a digni-
fied behaviour, A vich banker of Paris, a citizen of
Geneva, bad the good fortune and good sense to dis-
cover and possess thig inestimable treasure ; ond in the
capital of taste and loxury she vesisted the temptations
of wealth, ns she bad sustained the hardships of indi-
gence, Tlmgmm of bor husbond has exalted him to

the nﬂm station in .Hqu. ln.‘tr'l‘wj

the bosom of a faithfil rnunﬂ. andd Ntert mr.
cliod is now the wife of M. Necker, the mumlrr, und
perhaps the legislator, of the French monarchy.”

In the course of this residence nt Lansanne, Gibbon _
was convertrd again to the religion of bis parents. On '
christmas 1754, afier, ashe siates, a full convietion, he
seceived the sacrament in the church of I.-umnl:,
His father, hearing of his conversion, progress in learn-
ing, and propricty of conduet, delermined to recall
him ; a summons which be obeyed, thongh not appar-
mll_'f without some reluciance, so completely, during his
absence, bod his habits become these of a foreigner.
His fisther had married agnin during his abwence ; and
Gibbon seems to have come over with considerable pre-
judices agninst bis stepmother.  These, however, were
soon dissipstardl by pequaintonce ; and they even be-
came intimate friends,  His residence was now divided
‘between the town and the country ; and we shall de-
seribe, in his own words, the manner in which he
speat his time in both.  First, of his tewn life he stys =

% The metropolis affords mnny amusements, which
areopen to nll.  Itis itsell an gstonishifg and perpe-
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tnal speetncle o the curious eye ; and each taste, eack
sense may be gratificd by the variety of objects which
will occur in the long cirouit of & morning walk. T
assiduously frequented the theatres ot a very propi=
tious ern of the stage, when a constellation of excellent
actors, both in tragedy and comedy, was eclipsed by
the meridian brightness of Garrick, in the maturity of
his judgment, and vigour of his performance, The
pleasures of a town life are within the reach of every
man who is regardless of bis health, his money, and
his company. By the contagion of example I was
sometimes seduced ; but the better habits, which I had
formed at Lausanne, induced me to seck a more ele-
gant and ratlonal society ; and if my search was less
ensy and success{ul than I might have hoped, I shall
at present impute the failure to the disadyantages of
my situation meter.  Had the rauk and for-
tune ol rents given them an annual establishe
ment in London, their own house would have intro-
duced me fo a numerous and polite eircle of sequaint-
ance.  But my fatlier’s taste lind always preferred the
highest and.the lowest company, for which he was
equally qualified ; and, after a twelve years retirement,
he was uo longer in the memory of the great with whom
lie had associated. 1 found mysell o stranger in the
midst of a vast and unknown city ; and at my entrance
1to life T was reduced to some dull family parties, and
some scaticred connections, which were not such as [
should have chosen for myscll.; The most nseful friends
of my father were the Mallets : they received me with ci-
vility and kindness, at first an bis nccount, and after.
wards oo my own ; and (if 1 may use Lord Chester-
lield’s words) 1 was soon domesticated in iheir house.
Mr. Mallet, & name among the Eoglish poets, is praised
by an unforgiving enemy for the ense and elegance of
bis conversation, and his wife was not destitute of wit
of learning. By his asistance 1 was introduced o
Lady Hervey, the mother of the present Farl of Bristol.




EDWARD GIDBON, Tsq. 15

Her age and infirmities confined ber at home ; her din-
ners were seleet 3 in the evening ber honse was open Lo
the best company of both sexes and all nations; nor
was I displensed at her preferenceand aifectation of the
manners, the language, and (he literature of France.
Hut my progress in the English world was in general
left to my own efforts, and those efforts were languid
amil slow. 1 bad not been endowed by art or nature
with those happy gills of confidence and address which
unlock every door nnd every bosom ; nor wonld it be rea-
sonable to complain of the just consequences of my sick-
Iy childhood, foreign education, and reserved temper.
While coaches were rattling through Bond Street, T have
passed many a solitary evening in my lodging with my
booke, ey sl e mstins ifeznpl by o
igr ich T-reathod towands Lausanne 5 tnd on the
approach of spriug 1 withdrew williont- reluclanee
from the noisy and extensive scene of crowds without
company, and dissipation without pleasure. In each
of the twenty-five years of my acquaintance with Lon-
don (1758-1783) the prospect gradually brightened ;
and this unfayourable picture most properly belongs to
the first period afler my return from Switzerland.”

His country life seemns to have been litile more to his
insle:

““ As my stay at Buriton was always voluntary, I
was received and dismissed with smiles ; but the coms-
forts of my retirement did not depend on the orfinary
pleasures of ‘the country. My father could never in-
spire me with his love and knowledge of farming. I
uever handled a gun, I seldom mounted an horse; and
my philosophic walks were soon terminated by a shady
bench, where T was long detained by the sedentary
amusement of reading or meditation. At home I oceu-
pied a pleasant and spacious apartment ; the library on
the same floor was soon considered as my peculiar do-
main 3 and I might say with truth, thal T was never
less alone than whea by myselfl. My sole compluint
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which I plously suppressed, arose from the kind re-
straint impossd ;u:upm freedom of my time. By the
habit of early rising I always secured a sacred portion
of the doy, and many scattered moments were stalen
and employed by my studious industry. Bt the fa-
mily hours of hreakfast, of dinner, of tea, and Iﬂf-‘l‘llp-
per, were regnlar and Jong : afier breakfast Mrs. Gib-
bion expected my compuny in her dresing-room 3 al-
ter tea my father claimed my conversation and the pe-
vusal of the newspapers; and in the midst of an inte--
resting work [ was foften called down to. receive the
visit of some idle neighbours, Their dinners and vi-
vils required in duo scason a similar retam, and It
dreadal the period of the full moon, which was nsually.
veservesd for our more distant excursions. I conld not
refuse attending my father, in the summer of 1759, (o the
races at Stockbrigdge, Jeading, nwnd Odiam, where he
bad entered a I_‘ﬂll:'_'ﬂm-lllmllu:".‘u[llgnhl:: and T was,
not displensed with the sight of our Olympic games,.
the beauty of the spat, :fﬂaemmd‘ lbell:amm, ol
the gay tumult of the numerous spectators.” . ;
During (his period, however, he wrots his © Fasui.
sur I'Etude de [a Litteratare,” which was received witly
great applause in France, and neglected in. England,
pethaps chiefly from the stody of the French langunge:
being then less common. He never would suffer this
work to be reprinted ; and, though originally publish--
ed at thiee shillings, it aflerworsls, as his fume advanced,
was frequenily sold for a guinea or thirty shillings. |
Mr. Gibbod now entered on a mode of life uncongenial. |
o all kis fanwee habits. A regiment of Humpshire mis
litia being mised, be was persuaded to aceept. the office.
of eaptain. Although the time spent on_this service:
was far from agrecable, be admifs it.to bave been s
ful 10 him in several respects. The habits,” says he,
* of & sedentary life were asefully broken by the duties: |
of an nctive profession : in the healthfolexercise of.the: |
ficld, T hunted with a hnﬂﬂﬁﬂ;f instead. of a. pack;
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and at that time 1. was ready, atany hour of the day or
night, tp fly from quarlers to London, from Londan 1o
quarters, on the slightest call {of private or regiments
al bysingss.  But ray principal obligation to the mili
tin, was the making me an Englishman and » soldier,
Afier my foreign education, with my reseryed temper,
I should long have confinued n stranger in my native
country, had I not been shaken in this various sceae of
new faces and new frionds; bad not_experience forced
me to foel the churaclers of our leading men, the stage
of parties, the forms of _oflice, and the operation of ot
civil and _military system. In this peaceful service, I
imbibed the rodiments of the language, and stience of
tactics, which opened a new field of study and obser-

vation. Idiligently read, and meditat Memoires.
Wi of Gt i Guiebd, the o
, 0 Tias unifed T tre-—of-a.professc and &

welernn.  The discipling and evolutions of a modern
battalion gaye me a clearcr notion of the phalanx and
the legion ; and the caplain of the Hampshire grenne
diers, the reader may smile, has nat been uscless to the

istorian of the Roman empire.” _
m[m]dlng in this manner two years and a half,
be weol to mzake the tour of Europe. He began by
- spending three months and a half at Paris; and a much
longey time, he conceives, might bave been ag b
filled.  The account which he gives, in letlers to Mrs.
Gibbon and his father, of the societies of that capital,
though short, will be found interesting. To M. Gib-
bon he says '

“ Paris, in mpst respects, has fully answered my ex-
peciations. 1have a number ol very good acquaintance,
which increase every day ; for nothing is soeasy ns the,
ing them here, Instead of com plaining of the want
i, 1 begin already to think of making a chaice.

duy, for instance, I have only three invita- g
tions to dinner.  Either in the_louses you are already
sequaintedy you meet, with people pho ask you to come
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and see them, or some of your friends offet vos
10 introduce you.  When I speak of these .
" f mean chiefly for dinner and the evening. Suppers
as yet [ am pretty much a stranger to, and I fancy
ghall continpe so; for Paris is divided intotwo specics,
who have but litile communication with each other. The
one, who is chicfly connected with the men of letters,
dline very much at bome, are glad to sce their friends,
and pass the “evenings till about nine in agresable and
rational conyersation. The others are the most fashion-
able, sup in numerous parties, and always play, or ras
ther game, both before and afler supper. You may
easily gaess which sort suits me best. Todesd, madam,
we may siy what we please of the frivolity of the
French, but T do assure you, that ina fortnight passed
at Paris, I have heard more conversafion worth remem-

of fishion, than 1 had done in two or three winters in
Tondon. Amongst my acquaintance, 1 cannot e
mentioning M. Helyetios, the author of the [rmony
‘book de [ Esprit. T met him at dinner at Madame
Geoffirin’s, where hie took great notice of me, mude me i
visit next day, has ever since treated me, not in a po-
lite but in a friendly manner.  Besides being a sensible
man, an agreeable companion, and the worthiest crea~
ture in the world, he has a very pretly wife, an hun-
Jred thousand livies a year, dnd one of the best tablcs
in Paris.”

~ To his father be adds:

& T have now passed ncarly a month in fhis place,
and I can say with truth, that it has asswered my most
sanguine expeclations. The buoildings of every kind,
the libraies, the public diversions, take up a great part

“of my time ; and I have already found several houses

where it is both very easy and very agreeable to be ac-

quainted. Lady Harvey’s recommendation to Madam

Geoffrin wns a most excellent one. Her house is a very

good one; regular dinners there every Wednesday,
1
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| and the best company of Paris, in men of letters and

| people of fashion. It was at her house I connected

| myself with M. Helvetivs, who, from his heart his
bead, and his fortune, is a most valuable man.

« Mﬁhm[whhadmﬂlu the Bnrnnh:ﬂl.-

l:nnll, who is o man of mﬁfnﬁmu,lnﬂ two

dinners every woek. Theﬂ.:n?hﬂhm T am known in

| are the Duchess d’Aiguillon’s, Madame In Comtesse

de Froulay's, Madame du Bocage, Madame Boyer,
M. le Marquis de Mimbean, and M. do Fo

All these people have their t merit ; in some 1

meet with good dinners ; in others, mgmtiu for the

evening ; and in all, gool sense, enlerfninment, and

unhi;,r, whn.h,ulhlwnpfnmnlnuk or business

- et ¥ m, b

; mjlﬂﬂe uecmnry "rIy bunk hn{l bu-.nnf greal ser-
wice lo me, and the compliments 1 bave received upon
u _m:kumn:uuuﬂ‘mblj vain, if 1 laid any stress
When I take notice of the civilities 1 have
1 must take notice too of what I have seeqof
mhuy behavionr. You know how much I al
'L : wlhnil.t upﬂnlhn(‘nunt de Caylus : Lelas not been
,' of the least use to me. ‘With great d!ﬁnﬂi!;lhn
P mllh:.u:lﬂmtmnlf 1 do not, howevergaltribute
h@vﬂ:hpﬂhmﬂuﬁmﬁﬂmﬂﬂn&:
mﬁgm:i character, which scems (o be a yery odid
Aﬂe.r" P some time al Lausanne, he made the
l.umu[ltlfj', with high gralification, though Iy has

&iven o very succinct nolice of it. The view of Rome

and its illustrious mumhﬁhﬂnmﬂmﬁmh
Iﬁchhcnﬂdmu : “ﬂlhﬂdlﬂlﬁul’

-ﬁu years,” says e, ©T can neitlier fﬂi‘ct nor
l-lmng emotions which pgitated my mind
pproached and enlered the elernal
J'iftcr nigh!, l:rulh with & lofly

d*.



..-':

-
the farum r_.unlnuwhh wpot where Ru-
T presn !ﬂ.,ﬂ' m aml smveral dﬂjl uflntnmm-
tion mlﬁw.ﬁﬁﬂqhmﬂ escond ti p coal
anid minute investisation.”  Afier spending six weeks
m .!fa—plny hie then retteied W his ditive oountry, nmd
to his ﬁrmwhﬁf lite. "Fhe five yems which now
ﬁlluuﬂ.l wotv, us be states, passed with the least enjoy-
ment, and smembensd with the lenst satisaction, of
any of his life, He was_again dunm! to the nuise,
tuthmlence, and oy of a miliary life, which allowed
Biem only o few oceasion! iniervals of sudy. e had
prver mule choice of any, profssion, bat hind deelined
that of the ow, which Mrs, Giblboo propesed.  He felt
now the want of mdependent income, and professional
impurtance, Hlbq forfune rnuld enly be incrensed by
Hll' death o ]

|

LisgubmmempayERRTl by incerely

- 'hﬂﬂskﬂ en

sions into the fickds of liteanture, - He entered itlo 8
cotitroversy with Warhurion, which he carried on ﬂ
equal learning and werimony,  ln vonjunction with AL
Doyverdun, an intimate fviend; whow he had formed
ot Lawsanne, be windertook o journal, entitled % Mee
muires Latter it e s Grande Bretogne,” which, how=
ever, met with litthe success, He bad pow decidedly
l‘.utpﬂl s ambition to the production of a historical
 badl fir many years been rovolving varions
ﬁ The expelition of Chavles VIL
of Frunce into the crusde of Richand I; the
wars of the barous wgaist John and Heory 1 of Eng-
Innd 5 the history of E'warl the Black Prinee; the
lisis, with comparisots, of Henry ¥V, with the empe-
vor Uitus ; the lite of Sie thﬁqwzﬁmy that of the
Mmqliud' Mlﬂ&w Sir Walter Ruleigh, were
succsively planned aml The histary of the
revolutions JEM:H took deeper possession of his
mind. He cutered into a long course of research on

srehension o b ﬂml,duﬂ:
lnula. HI'.' muul Ieisure, however, for varipas exeufs.

4

|



EDWARD GINBOK, T34 1

the subject, and even wrote the first book, which, by
a singular choice, be composed in the French language.
It was disappraved of, however, by a literary society of
foredgners in London, to whom bie read it; and though
Hume approved, it was coldly, and with an exeeption
{o the language in which it was written,  He therefore
abandoned this design, and finally fixed wpon his
grand scheme of illustrating the Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire.

In 1770, his father diesd.  Gibbon appears fo liave
been a.dutiful son, and to have sincercly lamented this
event, ‘though it bestowed on him i “and
an increase of fortune.  He began immedintely to re-

i _I: I-"T“"l’"—"_"l—;..“'r:'.lpbl P

ntroduced into parliament : but never  cotldbaequire
courage (o open his lips. He devoted limself almost
whially to the composition of his history, which pro-
coeded with mpid steps.  The following is his own
account of the wide range of prepartory study fo
which he submiited -

* The classics; as Jaw as Tucitus, the younger Pliny,
mud Juvenal were my old and familiar companions. |
insensibly planged into the ocean of the Augustan His-
tory 5 ‘and in the descendinig series T investipat ‘h@
Gngnlnd Latin, Fm’r Biuu'it'.‘u;iulfpliiii‘iﬂ”iuh
Marcellinus, from the reign of Trmjan o the lust age
of the Western Caesars.  The subsidinry rays of medals
and inscriptions, of geokmphy nnd chronology, were
thrown on their proper objects ; and 1 applicd the col-
lections of Tillemont;  whose inimitable accuracy al-
most assames the character

ns, to fix aml armnge
within my rench the loose and scitfered atoms of his
torical information.  Through the durknes of the

mJtIﬁ.g.Iupl‘md iy way fn the annals and o
tinuities of Taly of the learned Muratori ; and 3
2 pe ¥ i



o . nee of
Ly compared fhem with the parallel or transvers lines of
Sigonins and Maffei, Baronius and Pagi, till I almost
grasped the ruins of Rome in the fourtecnth century,
without suspecting that this final chapter must be at-
tnined by the laboor of six quarfos and (wenly years.
Among the books which I purchased, the Theodocian
Coxle, with the commentary of James Godefroy, must
be gratefully nemembered. 1 used it (and much 1
used it) s @ work of history, mther than of jurispru=
dence; bat in every light it may be considersd ns o
full and capacions repository of the political state af
the empire in the fourth and Gith centuries. As 1 be-
lieved, and as T still believe, that the propagation of
the gospel, and the triumph of the chureh, are inse-
parably connected with the décline of the Roman mo-
marchy, | weighed the eanses and effects of the revalie
tion, an o ives and apologics of the
ch 5 themselves, with- the glances of candour or
enmity wlich the pagans. hnve cast on the rising sects.
The Jewish and heathen testimonies, as they are col-
lected and illustrated by Dr. Lardner, direcied, with-
out superseding, my search of the originils; and in an
ample dissertation on the mirculous darkness of the
passion, I privately drew my conclusions from the si-
lence of an unbelieving age. I have assembled the pre-
pamtory studies; directly or indirectly relative to my
history ; but, in strict equity, they must be sprend  be-
yonil this period of my life, over the two summers
(1771 and 1772) that elapsed between my father’s death
At length, i February 1776, this great work was
ated to the public. It was received with an en-
thusiasm of admiration; three editions, mpidly suc-
ceedid], scareely satisfied the curiosity of the public :
the book, as he expresses it, was on every table, and
almost on every toilette. The following letters from his
great contemporaries pust have gratified bim still more
highly. ‘The first we sholl give is from Hume.
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“ As 1 mn throngh your volume of history with
great avidily anid impatience, T eannot forbear disco-
vering somewhat of the same impatience in returning
you thanks for your ngreeable present, and expressing
the satisfaction which the performance has given me.
Whether I consider the dignity of your style, the depth
of your matler, or the extensiveness of your learning,
1 must regard the work as equally the object of esteem ;
and T own, that if I had not previously had the happi-
ness of your persanal acquaintance, such a performance
from an Englishmian in our age woald bave given me
some surprise.  You may smile at this sentiment 3 but
as il seems to me that your countrymen, for almost a
whale generation, have given themselves up to barbar-

hotion ever to come from them. T KioWw St wil Tive
you pleasure (as it did me) to find that all men of let-
ters in this place, coneut in their admiration of your
work, and in their auxious desire of your continuing
h.'l'l

The next from Dr. Robertson 1o Mr. Strachan.

* Since my last, Ihave read Mr. Gibbon's history
with much attention, and great pleasure. It is & work
of very high merit indeed.  He possesses: that industry
uf reseorch, without which no man deserves the name
of an bistorian. His narrative is perspicuous dnd in-
feresting ; his style is elogant and forcible, thoush in
some passages I think rather too laboured, and in
others too quaint.  But these defects are amply coms
pensated by the beauly of the general Hlow of language,
wnd a very peculinr bappiness in many of bis expres-
sions. 1 have traced him in many of his quotations
(for cxpericnce has taught me to sispect the accuracy
of my brother penmen), and T find he refers 6 no pase
sage but what he has seen with his own eyes. [ hope
the book will be as successful as it deserves 1o bes T
Lave nol yet read the two Jast chaplers, but agysorry.

ba
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from what T have heard of them, thal he bas takei
& tone in them as will give great offence, and Lurt
the sale of the book.” :
" The lust from Ms. Ferguson to Mr: Gibbon himself.
& ] received, about eight days ngo, after 1 had been
readding vour histary, the copy which you haye been
g0 good os to send me, and for which I now tronbie
you with my thanks. But even if I had not been thus
called spon (o offer you my respects; T could not have
yefrained from congratulating you on the merit, and
undoubted success, of this valuable performance. The
persons of this place whose judgment you will value
most, agree in opinion, that yon have made a great
addition to the classical literature of Engloml, a
given us what Thueydides proposed leaving with his
own counltrymen, a possession in perpetiity. Men of

T ke Ath wery S
pleasure 1 tell you, that althongh you must have obi-
served in me every mark of consideration aid regard,
that this is; nevertheless, the onse, [ receive your
instruction, and study your model; with great des
ference, and join with every one else, in applaudiog
the extent of your plan, in bands so well able to exe-
cule it. . Bome of your readers, I find, were impatient
to get at the fifteenth chapter, and began at that place.
1 have not heard much of their eritivism, bat am (k!
that many doubt of your orthodoxy. 1 wish to be al=
ways on the churitable side, while I own you have
Mmm stream. may become foul when
it comes to ran over the muddy bottom of humnn na-
ture. 1 have nol stayed to make any particular ve-
marks, If any should occur on the second reading, 1
shall not fail to lay in my claim to a more needed, and

Gibbon, howeyer, was soon assailed in a different
manner.  His work bore strongly the stamp of seepti-

e il i ) e
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cal opinions, which he had usiorianately imbibed,
though ot what period of his lie does not jrecsely ap-
peare  This rousad the peos of o wuliitoade of adver-
saries, many doubtless prompted by the best motives,
though the intemperance of some did little hovour to
the cause which they defeoded.  The llowing senti-
ments of Mr, Gibbon, and his estimate of the mevil of
his opponents, is curious lrom the mixture of cindour
aod irritability which 1t exhibits.

# Hail I believed that the majority of English readers
were so fondly attached even o the name and shadow
of christianity ; bad I foreseen thay the piows, the timid,
and the prudent, would feel, or affect to feel, with
mmﬁumﬂu&:ﬁi.w&m.mm-

- shot, the n]m'm WS soundc 1 onl
joice, that if the voice of our pricsts was -::lnm:mms nnd.
bitter, their hands were disarmed from the: powers of
pessecution. 1 adhersd to the wise resolution of truste
ing myself and my writings to the candour of the pub.
ic, till Mr. Davies of Oxford presumed to attack, not
the faith, but the Gdelity, of the historian. My zind-
mﬁan,n{mnﬂhmgwmm;ﬂ, amused
for a moment the busy and -idle metropolis; and the

Lest Itiﬂlﬂ-hhmﬂmm% lhthm-q
itself.  Ad the distunce of twelve years, 1 calmly atiirm
my judgment of Duwies, Chelsum, & A viclory over
such antagonists was a sufficient humalintion, - They,
however, were rewarded in this world,  Poor Chelsum:
was indesd neglected 5 amd I dare net beast the mak-
ing Dr. Watson a bishop; be is a prelate of a large
mind and liberal spirit; but T enjoyed the pleasure of
giving a royal pension (0 Mr Davies, and of collating
Dr. Apthorge o aa scchiciscopl living. - Their e
4
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ess encouraged the zeal of Taylor the Arian,® aml
Milner the methodist,t with many others, whom it
would be difficult to remember, and tedious to relicarse.
The list of my adversaries, however, was graced with
the more respectible names of Dr. Priestley, Sir David
Dalrymple, and Dr. White ; and every polemic, of
cither universily; discharged bis scrmon or pamphlet
against the impeustrable silence of (he Roman histo-
rinn, In his THstory of the Corruptions of Christi-
anity, Dr. Priestley throw down his two ganntlels to
Bishop Hurd and Mr. Gibbon. 1 declined (he chal-
lenge o a letler, exborting my opponent (o enlighten
the world by his philasophical iliscoveries, and to -
wember that the merit of kis predecessor Servetus is
now reduced to n single passage, which indientes the
smaller eirculation of the blood through the lungs,

fl‘.ur!llnd ks Instead -ﬂ:w_h.-ﬁ

nl.h 1o anj'hil double battery ngainst
those who believed too litle, and those who believed
too much.  From my replics he bas wothing to hope
ot fear s hut his Socinisn shicld bas repeatedly been
piereed by the spear of Homsley, and his trumpet of
sedition way al leagth awaken the magistrates of a free
conotry.
- Lhe profession and rank of Sir- David Dalrymple
(now a lord of sessivn) Lins given a more decent colonr
‘! s =
o e pupesidous title, Tioughts on the Canies of he prand
tacy, ={ fOrm sgltsted my perves, 1l | dim: lmp; m":
ki of tbe Ihﬁd‘!na, since the Council of Nice, from Mr.
Tiyloe's peivate vellgion.  His book ls & thorough_mistury of bigh
enthitsddin ot lew buffonmery, nd ‘the Miliciiom b 2 Msddmental
sacticle of Big ereed. : -

o Vroun bl gramaar-school at Kingston wpen Hull, My Joseph
Hilngr grieounces un, suatbena ngaine Wi satieeal seligion.  His
I'llthhl_llﬂlmdl_ww”_ ratlon ;. his church bs & mystic
wnid lervlal e body 1 the aafursl hirlstinte, Moch as Mr, Locke, whe
Befleve and imerpeet the sorlptures, arv, In/his judgment, no beprer

Mub pruiane infels,
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to his style. ~ But he sorutinized cach sepamte passage
of the two chapters with the dry minutencss of a spe-
cial pleader ; and as he was always soficitous to make,
he may have succeeded sometimes in finding, a flaw,
In his Aunals of Scotland, be hus shewn himeelf n di-
ligent collector and sn accumle’eritic.

. D'lmve praisedd, and 1 still praise, the eloguent ser-
mons which' were presched in St Mary's pulpit at
Ouxford by Dre. White, I he assanlted me with sone
degree of illiberal aerimony, insuch a place, and be-
fore such an audience, he was obliged 1o speak the lan-
guage of the cotntry. 1 smiled nt a prssase in one of

g oot of war with ' thot country.” TH Tewend fo
servioe, he was appointed ane of the Lords of Trade,
with a salary of 7 or L.800 s.year. His conneetion
with winisters, however, lost- bim his' eeat in parlin,
‘ment ; and in three years the Boand of Trade was abo-
lished: by Mr. Burke's reform bill, the operation of
which, be has the candovr 4o acknowledge, was in this
instance smlutary.  He was thus, however, deprived of
the means of supporting the style of expence to which
he bad become accustomed 3 which, with a variety of
‘iher considerations, determined bim to extricate bim-
selfy and fix bis residence agnin at Lausanne. Before
his departure, in April 1781, he had published the se-
cond and third volumes of his history, which were re-
ceived with attention, thoogh somewhat more coldly
‘than the fint.  This, it is probable, was the mere va-
tural consequence of the glos of novelty being wora
Loff, LT o e
~Our renders will probably be desirous of seeing Mr.
Gibbon's own account of his mode of life, and thoats
tractions which fixed bim at Lausafe. s
o Y 2 L
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1. My personal frerdom

wr#m by the House of Commons and
de‘M but T was now deliversd from
the chain of duly and dependence, frum the hopes
and fears of pelitical ddventure : my sober mind was
vo longer intoxieated by the fumes of party, and 1 re-
Juiced in my escape, as often as 1 read of the midnight
lebates which preceded the dissolution of parlisment.
2. My English economy bl been that of a solitary
bachelor, who might affurd some occasional dinners.
In Switzerland I enjoyed at every meal, at every hour,
the froe and  pleasant conversation of the friend of my
voull ; and my daily table was always provided for
the reception of one or two extmondinary gaests.  Our
n.nmrtunuc in mcmly iz lm a ]'mmll'l't: thap a relative

s L v i romd | i
li-ulml ﬂpu:u mdhl ) gaiuuin n fair balance:
of teciprocal civilitics. 5. Instead of a small houss
butwesn o stroct and a stable-yard, I began to occupy
a spacious and convenient mansion, convected on the
norh side with the eity, and open on the south ioa
beautiful and bouodless: horison.. A pweden of four
acres hid beea laid out by lie taste of Mr. Deyver-
dun: from the garden a rich scenevy of meadows and
vineyanls descends to the Leman lake, and the pros-
pect far beyond the lake is crowned by the stupendous

ol Savoy. My books and my acquaintance
Hhﬂ““h[ﬂﬂnﬂ but this bappy posi=
tion of my Libmty in town and country was finally
1oserved for Lousanne.  Posscssed of every comifort in
this triple alliance, 1 could not be tempted to change
my babitntion with the changes of the seasons.
“ My friends had been kindly approbensive that T
ﬁmﬂﬂhnﬁhhuﬁmlﬁhmumrﬂ
of the Alps, afier having so long conversed with the
fimt men of the fint cities of the world. Such Jofty
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connections may atimet (he curivus, and gratify the
wain; bat T am toosnodest, or loo proud, to mie my
own value by that of my associates ; and whatsoever
may be the fame of learning or genius, experience has
shewn me, that the cheaper qualifications of politencss
and good sense are of more useful currency in the com-
meree of life. By many, conversation is esteemed as a
theatre ora sehoal 3 but, after themorning has been oe-
cuplod by the labours of the library, 1 wish to unbend
rathier-than to exercise my mind 3 and in the interval
between tea and supper I am far from disdnining the
mmm amusement of o game at cards.  Lousanne

by n numerdus gestry, whose companion-
-bl-: mmmmmnm pwml: of

'ﬁum tnsle aid kﬂnh‘!ﬂdgl. thnn -
thers ; bat the decent freedom of both sexes is equuﬂj
remute from the exiromes of simplicily aud refinement.,
I shindl adil o5 o misfortune enther than a merit, that the
situation and beanty of the Pays de Veud, the long
habits of the Eaglish, the medical reputation of Dy.
Tissot; nml the foshion of viewing the mouninins nnd
Glaciers, bave openisl ws on ali sides to the incursions
of foreigners.  The visits of 3v. and Madame Necker,
of Prince, Henty of Prussing andof Mr. Fox, may forn
some pleasing cxceplions ; but, i general, Lassanne
has appearcd most agreenblo in my eyrs, when we have
bern abandonod to our own society. - Flind frequently
seon Mr. Neoker, in the summer of 1784, al a country
house near Lausanne, where be compoed his Treatiso
on the Ailminisiration of the Fiances. 1 have since,
in October 1790, visited lim in his present residence,
the castle nid barony of Copet, near Geneva. OF the
merits and messures of that staleman various opinicos
lw%m but all impartial-men must agros
i AhEE s of his integrity and patriotism.

i = g
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e mn: August 1784, Prince Henry of
nﬂiﬁ‘m to Paris, passed three days nt Laus
santie, Flis military conduct bas been praised by pros
'ﬂm! men; his character Bas been vilified by the
wit and malice of  dasmon ;* but 1 was flattered by his
affability, and entertained by his cony ersation.

s In his tour of Switzerland (Soptember 1782) Mr.
Fox gave me two deys of fice anil privale society
He scemad o feel, and even 0 envy, the hippines of
my situation ; whlh I admired the powers of a siperior
man, &% lltq are blendil in bis allactive chamacler
with the softness and simplicity of a chill  Perhaps
no human being was ever more perfectly exempt from
the taint of malevalence, vanily, or filsehood."

His labour, in this retirement, proceeded with great
activily ; and on the E‘Tth hmr- 1787 lu. I;“*l the last

ﬁnnmhlr “ It wason theﬂuy, or rnlhcr night, of
the 27th of June 1787, between the hours of eleven
and twelve, that I 'wrote the last lines of the last page,
in a summer-house in my garden.  Afler laying down
my pen, I took several tums in o berceaw, or coverad
walk of acacias, which commands a prospect of the
coutitry, the lake, and the mountaine The air was
temperate, the sky was serene, the silver orh of the
moon waos reflected from the wilers, andall nature was
silent. 1 will not dissemlle the firt emotions of joy
an the recovery of my freedom, and, perhaps, the esta-
Hﬁmﬂfﬂriﬂu Bot my pride was soon hum-

, and a sober melancholy was spread over my
mﬁ,bﬂhuiﬂmﬂmlhﬂdm&um«emlﬂingluu
of an old and agreeable companion, and thal whalsoever
might be the future fate of my bistory, the life of the
historian must be short and precarions. 1 will add two
facts, which have seldom occutred in the composition

* Memmires Serretes de 1s Couz de Berlin,
4
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of six, or at least of five, quatlos. 1. My first rough
manuscript, withoul any inlermediate copy, has been
sent lo the press. 2. Not a sheot has been seen by any
human cyesy excepting those of: the anthor and the
printer: the faults and the mt.!lmm exclusively my
own."'®

lnmiu-trmpuimnﬂﬁm pu.bﬁumu of the thre
Inst volumes, he visited England, where he was receiv-
il with enthusinim by a numerouns circle of friends,
Nothing, bowever, could dissuade him from
and again fixing his residence in his ﬁmrﬂauﬂm-
ment  Before following him thither, howeser, we
cannot farbear inserting two letters received at the close
ﬁhuhﬂml%ﬁumnﬂmm
j : .'.-. [Hoberison and Dr Adam . ,.Dr.ﬂu-

know I::ig-ﬂ the receipt of your most .ccrpuhk pre-
stnt; but for several weeks 1 have been afflicted with
a violent fit of deafness, and that vasocisl malady is
always aceumpanied with sach a degree of langour, as
rentders even the writing of a letter an effort.  During
my solitude the perusal of your book has been my
chiel amusement and consolation, 1 bave gaone throngh
it once with greal attention,, and am now advanced to
the kst yolume in my second L-m

predict the superior excellence of - ey

published, and I baye not been a ﬁhm- n-
deed, when | coisider the extent of your undertaking,

2:-'?

L lﬁ-ﬁnln Goran"y Common-plore Hook.

The IVth Volume of the Histar? oot

R e We T ﬁ-}"ﬁ"‘ ey "'"""'_,..
The Vih Volume, - }* July 1764=—ended Mey
e , May 1 ‘im—uﬂ
B0 Voume, . -} .:;Lﬁ':;

These three volumes were sent o fress Augen 151k, l'rll‘p-i
rh*ﬁ%n“ﬂimmm "
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and we labour of listorical and philssphic
towanls execoling every part of it

astonishied that sil this should have been accom-
3] by one man.” I know no example, in any sge
or mution, of such a vast body of valnable and clegant
information communicated by any individeal | feel,
however, some degree of murification mingled with
my wstonishment.  Befare you began your historic
carver, T used to pride myself in being ut Tt (he most
industrious Imtu-mﬂ of the nge ; but now, als! Tcan
pretend no longer even Lo that praise, and mast say, as
Pliny did of his uncle, Hmﬂm desidiosis-
simus. Your style appears o me hprul&!h thesc
new velumes ; by (e liabit of wriling, you wrile with
greater ease. | am sorry (o fiml that our ideas oun
the effects of the crusades do not_altogether coincide,

when -y-mthum differ from yours, | Imra mmu
renson {o distrast themy and T may possibly trouhle
you with a lefter on the subject. 1 am much Qulterad
with the manner in which yon lave so often mention-
ed my name.  Lelus sum lawdori a te lawdalo wiro.
T feol much satisfaction in having been distinguished
by the two historians of my own times, whose fiivour-
able opinion 1 was most ambitious of obtaising."

« The praise of Dr. Smith is still more’ unqunlified.
. & [ bave ten thousand apologies to make, for not
having long sgo wetumed you my best thanks for the
very agreenble present: yon made me of the three Inst
volumes of your history. [ cannot express to you the
p]n:mnilg:m me to find, that by the upiversal as-
senl of every man of taste and learning, whom I either
know or correspond with, it sets you at the very bead
ul'th::thh literary tribe nt present existing ‘u[:
m.! -
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Mr. Gibbon, on his return, found Lawsanne
different from the place he had left it His iricod Dey-
verdun, who had long lived under the same roof with
him, wis in @ state of decay ; and, afior o year of an-
xious attenidance, be had the afliction of lostug bim
The French revolution, am event which by view-
ed from the first with deep alarm and i
eruelly intermpted the tranguillity of his retreat. The
gry and casy socicty, in which be delighted, was
tmnsfornierd into an sssemblage of polsy politicians ;
the crowds of emigrants who sought refuge at Lao.
sanne disl not enliven that residence ; and ot length the
flames of war began to rge in his immediate vicinity.

A Dt P ey amussd himaif wilh o

work, combining lstury and bogaphy.  He propis-
el to write the hives of the distinguished military and
litical chamecters in Britain, from the relan of Henry
H, to the present ag~ This, be conceival, would
be tather an smmsement than a labour; the mnterials
were acessible, the subjject agrerable, and so attmetive
to English reuders, that it conld scarcely (ail of se=
cess. It was doubtless in part with a view to this
undertuking, that be determited to spend a year
England, and his visit was delsyed ooly by the diff.
culties of the journey througl mvolitionize] France.
A circumstanee, however, sccurred, which induced him
to sct these ot defianee.  Lord Shefficld, with whom he
bad been long united by ties of the most intimate friends
ship, hml the misfortune of losing his lady, to whom
e was tenderly attached. . Gibbon st out, withoat o
m delay, to consale liy fricnd under this afilic-
- He accomplished his journey, thiugh ﬁﬂmn"-
and the Netherlands, with greater ease than be lind
expected; and, Ianding in Englsnd in June 1793,
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adedl immedintely to Lord Sheffield’s house. He,
1 : ,mmiunﬁmupnducplyaﬂfﬂ-
p&hﬁm A dropsy, which had long lucked
in his constitution, assumed the most alarming symp-
tome. Repeated tappings produced only a tempo-
rary relief ; and at length his consitufion became no
longer nble to struggle against the violence of the dis-
‘ense,  There was. nothing partionlutly memorable in
his last moments ; but as it must always be interesting
to view the behavionr of so great a man, in circom=
stances so (rying, we shall present our readers with
Lord Sheflichi’s narmtive. Epa. - : !
~ 4, Aftor T left him, on Tuesday allermoon (Jan. 14
1704) he saw some company, Lady Lucan and Lady
Spencer, and thought himsell well enough at night to
omit thie opium dmught, which be had been used {o
s son. imablalogs oy inc Bty - 2
his bn However, he appeared folerably well,
yet complained at times of @ pain in his slomach. At
ane o'clock he receivod n visit of an hour from Ma-
dame de Sylva, and st three, his friend Mr. Crauford,
of Atchinames (whom he slways mentioned witls par-
ticular regard), called, and staid with him Gl past
five o'clock:  They talked, s usual, on various sub-

o A

e

jectss and twenty hours before his death, Mr. Gibben |

happened to fall into a conversation nat uncommon with
kim, on the probable duration. of his life. He sid,
thiat hie thought himsell a good life for ten, twelve, or

perhinps tweaty years.  About six, he ate the wing of

a chiclen, and dmnk three glasses of Madeira. After

O Bicima véry ncasyond. impetienbs)com='{

plaived a good deal, and appeared so weak, that his

servant waa alarmed.  Mr. Gibbon had sent to his

friend and relation, Mr. Robert Darell, whose house '

was not fur digiant, desiting tosee him, and. adding,
that bie Lad something particular to say. Bul, unfor=
Itutl.:llﬂy, {liis desired interview never look place;

i
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“ During the evening be eomplained much’ of his
slomacly, aml ol p disposition to vomit. Som afier
nine, he took his optum deagcht, and weot to bel.
About ten he complained of muoech pain, and desived
that warm napkins might be appled to hig stoinach.
He nlmest incessanily expressed o sense of pain till
about four o'clock in the monung, when be said he
found his stomach  moeh easier,  About seven, the
servant ashed, whetber he shouid send for Ms. Far-
qubar ! He answere, No; thut he was as well 2s he
hiad lieen the day betore.  About halt past cight, he
got out of bed, and said that he wos © plus adroit”
than he had been for thiee months pasty and got inlo
bed again, wiﬂuﬂmhﬂlﬂ:h- usual. About
1 iy '-[h?- ervant, how-

ever, pers M.

qubar, who was expecled at eleven, I&]luuil ['::nu_' T
.mbout that hour he spoke with grost taciiity, MiFar-
quhar came at the time appointei, and be was then
visibly dying. When the valet de chambre retumeil,
after attendding Mr. Farquhar out of the room, Mr.
Giobon saidy, Posrguoet edl ce gue cons me guilles 2
This was about halt past cleven. A1 twelve he drank
some brandy and water trom o tea-pol, and desired his
favourite s rvant to stay wih him.  Those were the
last words be pronounced srticuluiely.  To the lust he
preserved his senses 3 and when e coukd no longer
speak, his servant having asked o question, he made
a sign, 10 shew that be undenstood hin.  He was quite
tranguil, and did not stir; his eyes hall shut.  About
a quarter before one he censed to breathe.  The calet
de chambre observed, (hat Mr. Gibbon did not II_‘pn_]r
_ time shew he least sign of alarm, or apprehension of
death 5 and it does mot appenr that he ever thought
Huil'ul danger, unless his desire to speak to Mr.
Darell may be consilered in that light.”
Our readers will probably by Ihnh‘mnhﬂﬁiﬂlﬂ
a pretly correet Mnrm character of M, Gib-
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bon. ‘The desire of knowledge, and the ambition of
literary fame, formed evidently his ruling passions ;
and nn indefatigable application enabled him to ac-
~ complish labours, from which most men would have
shrank. #An easy and philosophic good humour seems
after this to bave formed the most prominent feature in
his churacter.  His temper was not peculinrly marked
with warmih or enthusinsm; yet he performed with
fidelity all the relative aml social duties. If we can-
not avoidl lamenting the crrors of his religious opiniots,
and {he zeal with which he propagated them, somc
apology may be found in the neglect of his education,
and the character of the literary socicties into which he

ws eatly introduced.
In regard to the literary talents of Mr. Gibbon, aftoe

having !-Ht:l:l.‘s&j'ic'iiﬂmmll}ﬂ seotiments of the
mmost illustriots of Lis contemporarics, it can scarcely br:
necessary o interpose our own. The public voice has
long since enrolled him among the standard writers in
the English language ; nor is any library accountel
complete, till it has been enriched with the ¢ Hlistory
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.”



PREFACE. g

1

Ixis not my intention to detain the reader
by expatiating on the variety, or the im-
of the subject, which I have un-
o e th ~merit of the
choice would serve to render the weakness
of the exectition still more apparent, and
still less exciisiible. But as I have pre-
sumed to lay before the public a Sirst
volume only® of the History of the Decline
and Fall*of“the Roman Finpire, it will
perhapsbe expected that 1 should explain,
in a few words, the nature and hmﬁﬁf
my general plan, '
The memorable series of revolutions,
which, in the course of about thirteen
centuries, gradually undermined, and at
length destroyed, the solid fabric of human
greatness, may, with some propriety, be
divided into the three following periods ;

y 'I'hrhﬂimdl.beqnmn, which is now contained
in the two first volumes of the octava edition,
4 4 "
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SET e first of these periods may be
traced from the age of Trajan and the
 Antonines, when the Roman monarchy,
having attained its full strength and ma-
turity, began to verge towards its decline;
and will extend to the subversion of the
Western Empire, by the barbarians of
Germany and Scythia, the rude ancestors
of the most polished nations of ‘modern
Europe. This extraordinary revolution,
which subjected Rome to the power of a
Gothic congueror, v.-;;;_}:.nlnglutcd about
1. The second period of the Decline
and Fall of Rome, may be supposed to
commence with the reign of Justinian, who
by his laws, as well as by his victories, rc-
stored a transient splendour to the Fastern
Empire. It will comprehend the mvasion
of Italy by the Lombards ; the conquest
of the Asiatic and African provinces by the
Arabs, who embraced the religion of Ma-
homet ; the revolt of the Roman people
against the feeble princes of Constanti- |
pople; and the elevation of Charlemagne,
who, in the year eight hundred, establish-
ed the second, or German empire of the
West. : ,
111 The last and longest of these periods
includes about six centuries and a halfz

o
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from the revival of the Western Empire,
till the taking of Constantinople by the
Turks, and the extinction of a degenerate
race of princes, who continued to assume
the titles of Ciesar and Augustus, after
their dominions were contracted to the li-
mits of a single city; in which the lan-
guage. as well as manners, of the an-
cient Romans, had been long since for-
gotten, The writer who should undertake
to relate the events of this period, would

1nd 1S ‘nr_t, i m:. --h. B i‘_;gh‘!h_e: e-
m‘:ﬂl Iustur}* of the crusades, : hfﬁ ;

contributed to the ruin of the Greek em-
pire; and he would searcely be able to
restrain his curiosity from making some
nquiry into the state of the city of Rome
during the darkness and confusion of the
middle ages,

As I bave ventured, parhap& jtan'l:nsn—
Iy, to commit to the press a work,
in evm;y sense of the word, deserves ﬂu:-
epithet of imperfect, 1 mus:der myself as
mntmctmg an engageumnl to finish, most
« probably in a second volume,* the ﬁﬁ'sgi'

W5 The author, m n&qnmlrhippﬂm tock uﬂml:
qQikte measure of lis growing work. The remainder of the
first period has filled two volumes in quarte, belng the third,
fnml:,ﬁﬁh,nd;mhmlumuofth:mmum i
‘?&ﬁ o IS S
T - o e Saghe i

o
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these memorable periods ; and to delivey
to the public the complete History of the
Decline and Fall of Rome, from the age
of the Antonines to the subversion of the
Western Empire. With regard to the sub=
sequent periods, though 1 may entertain
some hopes, 1 dare not presume to give
any assurances. '1he execution of the
extensive plan which 1 have described
would connect the ancient and modern
history of the world ; butit would require
many years of health, of leisure, and of
Pﬂf.‘iﬂ'l'fl'ﬂ 1| i, i ——

. a0 -’_- .-'1i= \"- l‘i’ﬁ-:"
—

P. S. The entire History, which is now
published, of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire in the West, abundantly
discharges my engagements with the pub-
lic. Perbaps their favourable opinion may
enconrage me Lo prosecute a work, which,
however laborious it may seem, is the most
ngreeable occupation of my leisure hours. . '

Bentinck Streety, March 1, 1781,
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An author easily persuades himself.that
the public opinion is sull favourable to lis
labours; and I have now embraced the
serious resolution of proceeding to thie last
period of my original design, and of the
Roman Empire, the taking of Constanti-
nople by the Turks, in the year one thou-
sand four hundred and fifty-three. The

~most patient reader, who computes that
‘thrée ponderous volunes® have been al-
.md_-,r t:mplojed on the events of four
| nay, perhaps, Iie. nlanned at

- gﬁm.

But it 18 not my nttmmn to 1:-.[}.ttlat{'
with the same minuteness on the whole
series of the Byzantine history. At our
entrance into this period, the reign of Jus-
tinian, and the conquests of the Maho-
metans, will deserve and detain our at-
tention ; and the last age of Constanti-
“nople (the crusades and the Turks) is con-
‘nected with the revolutions of modern
Emnpe. From the seventh to the cleventh
century, the obscure mterval will be sup-
p]n:d by a concise narrative of such facts
as may still appear either mterestmg or
nnpurtnnt. —y e ‘
 Bentinck: Strect. March 1, 1782, _ [

* The first sz volumes of the octavo edition,
c4
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0 THE

FIRST OCTAVO EDI:TIUN.

—

W

T History of the Decline and Fall of

the Roman Empire is now di livered to
the public in_a_mose eonvement torm,
Some alferations and wnprovenients had
presented themselves to my mind ; but I
was unwilling to injure or offend the pur-
chasers of the preceding editions, The
accuracy of the corrector of the press has
been already tricd and approved ; and,
perbaps, | may stand excused, if, amidst
the avocations of a busy winter, 1 have
preferred the pleasures of composition and
study to the minute diligence of revising
a tormer publication.

Bentinck Streety April 20, 1783.

. 3
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Dhricesce and accuraey are the only merits
which an historical writer may ascribe to him-
self; if any merit, indeed, can be assumed from
the performance of an indispensible duty. 1

may, therefore, be allowed to say, that I have

carefully examined all the original materials
that could illustrate the subject which I had
undertaken to treat, Should 1 ever com-
sketched out in the preface,
conclude it with a critical account of the ay-
thors consulted during the progress of the whole
waork; and however such an attempt might in-
cur the censure of ostentation, I am persuaded,
that it would be susceptible of entertainment, as
well as information.

perhaps

h

At present I shall content myself with a single

observation. The biographers who, under the
reigns of Diocletian and Constantine, compos.
ed, or rather compiled, the lives of the emnpe-
rors, from Hadrian to the sons of Carus, are
usvally mentioned, under the names of Elios
Spartianus, Julius Capitolinus, Blius Lampri.
divs, Vulcatius Gallicanus, Trebellius Pollio,
and Flavius Vopiscus. But there is s0 much
perplexity in the titles of the ass. ; ind so many
disputes have arisen among the critics (see Fa-
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The extent and military fofce of the empire in the
age of the Anloniges.

Is :hnmdcen}m? of the christian wera, the cg,u-
empire of Riﬂmptéhmd!ﬂ the fairest part

of the carth, maost civilized portion uh.m
mankind, The ! of that extensive mo-'"*
parchy were guunlcd by ancient renown and
valour, The gentle, but powerful
lnﬂw of fl‘!’! and manners had geadually
cmnl:nbbﬂ the union of the provinces, Their
| peaceful inhabitants enjoyed and abused the
advantages of wealth and loxury. The image
of a free constitution m;nzwui with decent
reyerence : the Roman senate: appenred to pos-
leu%e sovercign authority, and devolved on the
| emperors all the executive powers of governs

Ii ment. Dunug u_hawy qumdd'mo;ew
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

fourgcore years, the public administration was
conducted by the virtues and abilities of Nerva,
Trajan, Hadrian, and the two Antonines. It is
the design of this, and of the two succeeding
chapters, to describe the prosperous condition
of their empire ; and afterwards, from the death
of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the most im-
portant circumstances of its decline and fall; a
revolution which will ever be remembered, and
is still felt by the natiens of the earth.

The principal conquests of the Romans were
achieved under the republic; and the empe-
rors, for the most part, were satisfied with pre-
serving those dominions which had been acquired
by the policy of the senate, the active emula.
tion of the consuls, and the martial enthusiasm of
the people. The seven first centuries were filled
with @ rapid succession of triumphs; but it was
reserved for Augustus, to relinguish the ambi
tious design of subduing the whole earth, and

to introduce a spirit of moderation into the pub-

lic councils. - Inclined to peace by his temper
and situation, it was easy for him to discover,
that Rome, in her present exalted situation, had
much less to hope than to fear from the chance
of arms; and that, in the prosecution of remote
wars, tll!lmllertﬂkmg became every day more
difficult, the event more doubtful, and the pos-
session mare precarious, and less beneficial. The
experience of Augustus added weight to these
salutary reflections, and effectually convinced nim

that, by the prudent vigour of his counsels, it
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would be easy to secure every concession, which CMAL .

the safety or the dignity of Rome might require
ﬁ-nmﬂu-awn formidable barbarvians. Instead
of exposing his person and his legions to the
arrows of the Parthians, he" obtained, by an
hunnumhle.m,ﬁmﬁnrlﬂluﬂhew
and prisoners which had been taken in the de-
htnrﬂmmn.

Felix. They marched near’a Umuaand mﬂes

to the south of the I;ruph: bt the hea; d‘ l.hn"

served the expence and labour of mnquﬁt. The

forests and morasses of Germany were filled with
ahardy race of barbarians, who despised life when
it was separated from freedom; and though,
on the first attack, they scemed to yield to the
weight of the Roman power, they soon, by a

and reminded Augustus of the vicissitude of ﬁp@»‘

* Bliom Cassbus (L Ifv, p 796), with the mmlnﬂﬂ-lu!-
wha has callacied all that Roman vnity heis Jeft upon the shiees,
’ﬂ! marhle ﬂ.".l.qp, m which Lupnhﬂ'ﬂcﬂd his own ea-
plalts, umhluhqmuuh io restore the ensigne
of Cramsun.

N Serato (1. wvl, g THO), Pliny the elder (Hist, Nator. I v,
t.ll-&;},mdﬂlmﬂnﬂuﬂ.uu,?'in. and L v, e TH8)., Hive
Rummmmm‘mm The Romsny

ihemsalves musters of Mrigbisy §¢ Merab, = city of Arabia
¥ well Enown to the Ovientals (we Abolfeds and the Nihlan
grammaphiys o 5% They wers arrived within throe s journey of
ﬂ--ﬁt-w the rieh shject of their livasion.
3.2 &
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cuAr. tune.” #.ﬁlll the death of that emperor, his testa.

mﬁjﬂﬂ pnblu:[y read in the senate. He be-

- qﬁmtheﬂ, as o valuable legacy to m‘mnemrm

‘the advice of confining the empire within those
limits, which nature seemed to have placed as
its permanent bulwarks and boundaries ; on the
wesl the Atlantic ocean: the Rhine and Danube
on the north; the Tuphrates ow the east; and
towards the south, the sandy deserts of Arabia
amd Afiica. Pa—

Tmnitated Imxé the repose of_tiankind ;‘& 2
b s seclorate system e conended, 1., the weixddibhor

iil.lgumm was adopted by the fears and vices of
his immediate sucgessors.  Engaged in the purs
suu: u!‘ phq.un., ar in the exercise of tyranny,
ﬁidnmm themselves to the
:rmm;, nr o tlwpfam nor were they dis-
posed to suffer, that those Arinmphs. which their
indolence neglected, should be usurped by the
conduct find valour of their lieutenants,. The
mlhmryfnmnul‘nﬂuhpect was considered as Al
insolent invasion of the imperial prerogative; and
it became the duty, as well as interest, of every 1
Roman general, to guand the frontiers entrusted
ta his u}.re, mthm:t aspiring to conquests Wﬁ:ﬂh

*Hrihﬂiuﬂﬂ-r *mm:m lnghune, -sn-m-m
i, = 1Y,

took of the Annnls of Suston. o Auguit. e 83, aod Vils

Teini Partereules, 1, § Le,  Awggaridy il nok receive ﬁn

e Tanchaly news with oIl the Veripiet mnd mﬂﬂ mh—-

been expaeted from bis cluractar. v - |
* Tacit. Anal & Tl Dicn, A i

l'pmhd 'ul;:uﬂ. s t"’ h‘ :L "HJ" ﬂl.i-.

from the losrned mires of | lutarr,
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might have proved no. iem.ﬁtiltn hmclf than CHAR;
to the vanquished barbarians”

The only muhwhnill.the annn.m Pire Conquest
received, during the first century of ﬂa;w:‘:i‘““
®r, Was of Britain. In this sirigle fir= cxcep
instance; the suecessors of Casar and Augustus
were persumled m fulluwtheexamgh. of the far-

seemed to invite thur arms; the plf-mimg. l..'lmugh
doubtful intelligence of a pearl fishery, attracted
r.huranr.ice ‘nml nmminmmmmﬂle

ral system u'.l' continental measures. Aftera war
of about forty years, ubdertaken by the most
stupil,* maintained by the most dissalute, and
terminated by the most timid of all the emperors,
the farguﬂerinrt ni' the island submitted to

-rmmm mmmﬁm
and moealied in the eourse % . L w :
dimihs  Mitltary merli, s i is i i

T the ntrietest semmy of the word, snpertor virte, AsSala’

MWW
m, 'rb:m-h poirely pruved, Kowever, of L

ﬂu.mmﬂﬂﬁm anif Fvid enlonr.  Taritus cbaerves,
ﬂml!n#ﬂﬂqtlh&mﬂtuminhﬂmdﬁm
* Ego facilins #ﬂdﬁﬁﬁh.m murgaritls derse guan -uhil
o araeitinmn g
¥ Clandins, Nern, nmil.'ﬁ-hlﬂ"..
g Mats, L i, e n--ﬂ!*lﬁi Tus| :m.

Ahe Homsin arms, the jsland ind its savage te
e bebter known, 1t s Hmulh}{lﬂﬂ,gﬁﬂw“hr
mhﬂhﬂ London. te

A v i BB b



,-f‘* b, S e
THE nll:r.m AXD PALL

P

CHAR: the Roman yoke.* The various tribes of Bri.

F 8

tons possessed valour without conduct, and the

Jove of freedom without the spirit of union.

They took ap arms with savage fierceness; they
taid them down, or turped them against each
other, with wild inconstancy ; and while they
fought singly, they were successively subdued.
Neither the fortitude of Caractacus, nor the de-
spair of Boadicea, nor the fanaticism of the druids,
could avert the slavery of their country, or resist
the stendy progress of the imperial genérals, who
muintained the national glory, when the throne
was disgraced by the weakest, or the most vicious
of wonkind. At the very time when Domi-
tian, confined to his palace, felt the terrors
which he inspired ; his legions, under the com-
mand of the virtuous Agricola, defeated the col-
lected force of the Caledonians at the foot of the
Grampian hills; and his fleets, venturing to ex-
plore an unknown and dangerous navigation, dis-
played the Roman arms round every part of the
island. The conquest of Britain was considered
asalrend_rnehtﬂmti* and it was the design of

a to complete and ensure his success by
the eh:.tﬁuchnn of Ireland, for which, in his
opinion, one legion and a few auxiliaries were

" sufficient.’ The western isle might be improved

into a valuable possession, and the Britons would

* See the adminibla sbridgment gives WPTacitus, in the Fe of
Agriesis, and eoplomiy; though perbnps not compiotely, iilrated
tir our ewn wrtiquarions, Crmden and Herstey,

! The Irish writers, Jenlotre of their mational honoor, mm
grorakol on thiv eorasiog, both with Taclies and with Agricela.
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wear their chains with the less reluctanc, if the ena.r.,.

pmspmmmwﬂmmnwmmuw
side removed from before their eyes.

But the superior merit of Agricola ¢oon occa-
sloned his removal from the government of Bri-
tain; and for ever disappointed this rational,
thaugh extensive scheme of conquest. Before his

depurmremuptmmgmrﬂhmidedfnr

unequn] parts by the opposite gu]fs, or, fs they
are now called, the Friths of Scotland.  Acvoss
the ntrﬁ!r inh!‘ﬂl H' lbmtﬁrlrm he hﬂ
wiards fnrhﬁed in Lhe rﬂg-n of Antﬂnlnu! Pi'ﬂ,
by a turf rampart erected on foundations of
stone®* This will of Antoninds, at a small
distance beyond the modern cities of Edinburgh
and Glasgow, was fixed as the limit of the Roman
provinee.  The native Caledonians preserved in
the northern extremity of the island their wild
“independence, for which they were not less in-
debited to their poverty than to their valour.
Their incursions were frequently repelled and
chastised; but their country was never subdued.!
The masters of the fairest and most wealthy cli-
mates of the globe turned with contempt from

¥ Bee Harsley's lh'llulnn Ronania, Loty o 10,
¥ e ot ﬂu:humnuhm mm and spitis Geee hiy
T‘m the unviolated iu«h]lnl:m of his native untey. But
singla testimony of Hichard of Clrensssier wis mffebent to crestio
& Ronniin, provisee of Vespusianzto, the sorth of the wall, that indes
pmhuwﬂhudnml within very narrow Hmits.
BA s
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onar. gloomy hills-assailed by the winter tempest, from:
lakes concealed in a blue mist, and from cold and
fonely heaths, over which the deer of the forest
were chased by a troop of naked barbarinns™
Conquest  Such was the state of the Roman frontiers, and
Vhe sicony S8ch the maxims of imperial policy from the
eception. Jegth of Augustus to, the accession of Trajan,
That virtuous and active prince had received the
education of a soldier, nnd msquwd the talents
of a general? : ; - of his pre-
deum;mimw by scenes war and
conguest; and the legions, after a luug-iir'mﬁl.
beheld a military emperor-at their head. The® |
first exploits nl" Trajan were against the Dacians,
the most waclike of men, who dwelt beyond the
‘Danube, @ who, during: the reign of Domitian,
haul msultal with impunity the majesty of
Rome;” - Toﬂwshﬁgth and fieroeness of bar-
barians, they added a contempt for life, which
was derived from a warm persuasion of the ime.
mortality and transmigration of the soul? De-
cebalus, the Dacian king, approved himself a®
rival not unwaorthy of ‘Trajan; nor did e de-
spair of his own and the pruhlu: fortune, till, hy
the Egnj"m.um of his enemies, he hiad exhansted:
cvtr?mhnth of valour and policy.* This

™ Roe Applas mhﬁ]‘. and the unifarm mngery of Olun™

Poore, which, second tié ever Bypotbies . mr -
native Oaleslonian. l-il[ ! ol -m h’ ‘

"‘h‘.‘r:ﬂh'l"l Panegyric, which mnulhm.lduﬂn,
*Lrion Cnssium, Lolewli, f

* Hermintus, ng.n
oeerrii . _ﬁﬁim‘fmw_l_rf-‘_‘

1 Vlin. Eplats willy . = =55 -

A maa
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mémorable war, with a very short suspension of ¢
bostilities, lasted five years ; and as the emperor
could exert, without controul, the whole force

of the state, it wils. tcrmadh;auibsduta
:ulmhainn of the

The vestiges of a military road may auli be tra=
cedirumthehnqksnl‘:hel}nnuhetume neigh-

and Hussmn empires.’ i

Trajan was ambitious of fame : and as lnnp;nscmw:--ﬂh
mankind shall continue to [wstow more I:br:ml:: l[.r:;_':,;,
applause on their destroyers than on-their benes
factors, the thirst of military glory will ever he
the vice of the most exalted characters.  The
praises n’l‘lﬂnm,rtummed by @ succession
of poets and - histor s had kindled a dangerous
emulation in the mind of Trﬂg.!, Jﬁhm )
l},m emperor indertook an

of the East; hut‘w with o
ugh. that J&mnmd age searcely left him any

hopes of equalling the renown of the son of Phi-
lip*  Yet the mr,_apeu oi‘ Trq]'un, however tran-

* Diail Cassis, Lm—.u.g ¥t In Cosieiier,
HiiMhopins rﬁu =R, Aureling Vietor in Egitomo. "'
s s Messbois of M. ' Anville, nnihewminmgfm in the
_. toam, i, po g8, .
; mﬂd l:l:.rcr;jun it I.iulll-i
pex in mﬂ-dtq_.l‘*q, : :

I.
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cHAP. sient, was rapid and specious.  The degenerate
Parthinns, broken by intestine discord, fled be-
fore his arms. e descended the river Tigris
in triumph, from the mountains of Armenia to
the Persian gulf. He enjoyed the honour of
being the first, ns he was the last, of the Roman
generals who ever nmavigated that remote sca.
His fleets ravaged the coasts of Arabin; and
Trajan vainly flattered himself that he was ap-
proaching towards the confines of India.* Every
daytheastonished senate received the telligence
of new names and new nations, that acknow-
ledied Lis sway. They were informed that the

kings of Bosphorits, Colchos, Iberia, Albania,

Osrhocne, and even the Parthian menarch him-
self, had necepted their diadems from the hands
of the emperor ; that the independent tribes of
the Median and Carducian hills had implored
his protection ; and that the rich countries of
Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria, were redu-
ceil into the state of provinees.® But the death
of Trajun soon clouded the splendid prospect §
and # was justly to be dreaded, that so many
distant nations would throw off the unaccustom-
ﬂ’ljnh:. when they were no longer restrained by
hand which had imposed it.
Reslgned It Was' an ancient tradition, that when thﬂ
by e - eanitol was founded by one of the Roman kings,

oesnor Ha-

dian. the god Terminus (who presided over bound-

® Butvapir 1od Sexins Rufus heve endeaviured tn perpetniate (he
ilhiiom,  See o very sensihle dswriation of M. Frere, in the Aok
damie des Faseriptlone; tom. 20, p. 3L :
* DHon Cpssiuey L il aud the Abbrevistori
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aries, and was represented according tothe fashion CHAP.

of that age, by a_
the inferior

Jupiter himself.

ul.nnn}nlhm_-. among all ____
efused to yield his place to
favourable inference was

drawn from his obstinacy, which was inter-
preted | the angurs as a sure presage that the
ud‘thallmnm powﬂ-wnuldm

ment, Bul thmlgh Tmunus Imrl ratsted

majesty of Jupiter, he submitted to the sutho-
rity of tht mperwmm The mgmﬁun
d?n]t : ._' HLCET I -“I-'*"-." : H ‘:.

thians um Liect.-.nn qf an mdependmt s-uvei'eigrl

withdrew the Roman garrisons from the pro-
vinces of Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria,
and in compliance with the precept of Augustus,
once more established the Euphrates os the fron-
tier of the empire.* Censure, which arraigns the
public actions and the private motives of princes,
has aseribed to envy, a conduct, which might be
attributed to the prudence and moderation of
: The various character of that emperor,

enlﬂﬁ.lijmms, of the mennest and the most
generous sentiments, may afford some colour to

¥ Ovill. Fust. L &, vers 807 See Livy, and Dionysius of Halicar-

munﬁzr the reign of Targids,
L 8L Augustin is highly ﬂd‘lﬁﬂ'ﬂiﬂl the prool of Mw-lnm

6 Termipus, and the vanity of the nuguri. Sea mmmmnd.
e

V& See the Anguwtan History, p 5 Jmmc’lﬂhnm!h. el afl
the Eplomisers, hhmm:mpm&muihw
n:mmuhn’lﬂlrmgwuﬂ-‘i’m
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rmr. the suspivion. Tt was, however, scarcely in his
wesne pOwer to place the superiority of his predecessor
T i a more conspicuous hgﬁ by thus con-
fessing himself unequal to t of defending
the conquests of Trajan. '

Cantrast of L he martial and ambitious lPInt of Tm“
i any.. formed a very singular éontrast with the modera-
| s P tiof of his successor.  The"restless activity of
Huadrian was not Ir:q-s rmmrlmllle _when com-

of the mld&'r. the Hmtﬁman aml th{- scholar, he
gratified his curiosity in I.Im dm.hnr_gu of his dut_r

ul' mwm n the course uf his re |g;n,
was not hondured with the presence of the ma-
narch® But the tranquil life of Antoninus Pius
was spent in the hosom of Italy ; nad dm-&.gum

twenty-three years that he M ll:e

e
administration, the longest journies of Ahat ami. :,

abile prince extended no farther than from Lis pa-

lace m.n&nmu retirement of his Lunuﬂnn

villa® 5 DO .

Patiie - Notwithstanding this difference in their pnn‘- .

tem of Ha=
" drian and soual ““ﬂflﬂl.".'t the general I'Em ﬂf Aﬂgﬂl‘tm
thi tep h !Fs
Andoninr I
-mq.mx,p.m | _' ummum.

o '-. i

be suffirient to reenrd the travels of Mm
* Sec the Augustan History amd ibe Epitopnes,

o
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was equally adopted nnduuiﬁ:mlrpmﬁdbyw
Hadrian and by the two :
sisted mmwﬂmwmﬂ

the empire, 'fﬁlmt

their virtuoas lshours were crowned w gth mmm,
n:nd ir wn: gxa:n:pt l._-fuw dnght host ity

ﬂlir ]'tms[x-rt of unwerﬁﬂl ;Jeal:e 4
name was revered among the most remote -
tions of the earth. The fiercest barharians fre-
quently submitted their difforences to the arbi-
tration of the emperor; and we are informed
by a contemporary historian, that be had sien
ambassadors who were refused the hionour which
they came to solivit, of being admitted into the,
rauk of subjects.” T30 gk sl Sl
e terror of the Roowan arms added weight Denive
lity to the moderation of the emperors. 3
4 Antsul-
* We must, Wnum that, fn e time of Haodries, & Y08
mubellion of the Jews mged with rellglots fury, though ooty in g
ﬂdiu peoslner s Paivacdda € viliy o 63, mentions WD mrrsary

snd Wsceselicl wars, conducted by the mmhdﬁl T, 'm
the wandering Mours, who ren “
bt the brigantines of ”“ﬂkh‘llﬂrﬂdcﬂl' I-am

= Poth these wrs (with eeverul other hn-uuﬂ-ln Giette
stan History, p. 18,

Biela in the preface o his Wisnry of e

=
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THE DECLINE AND PALL

‘wmbytmmlnpmm
'g:?;u ‘and while justice regulated their con-
Jwﬂ..thﬂymnaunmdmthtmmmouthmrm
fines, that they were as little disppsed to endure,
as to offer an injury. The military strength,
whicl it had been sufficient for Hadrian and the
elder Antoninus to display, was exerted against
the Parthians and the Germans by the emperor
Marcus. The lmhulrtws of the hnrtm:mmpm-

Muﬂ his genernl-i u‘hlumud mrm ]

victories, both on the Euphrates, and on

Danube.! The military establishment of lhﬂ
Roman_empire, which. thus assured cither its
or its success, will now become the

proper. mgmpuﬂmt ohject of ous attention.

wnfmmrmrmlfwthmmmrcm- .
the Raman 7o who bad @ colntry to love, a property 0
" defend, amid sume share in enncting those laws,

which it was their interest, as well as duty, 0
maintain.  But in proportion as the public (ree.
dom was lost in extent of conquest, war was gra-
dually improved into an art, and degraded into

h‘uﬁ-h’..i’l!h legions themselves, even at the

'munl.lul, H’hl..lmu-.. in Maree. The Parthian victaris
:Jir%hlnﬂddmﬂﬂmﬂm:h}uﬁmhmu
Been restued from oblivian, snd evposed mm in.s very I.hllﬂ'
plece of erificion of Lucian.

& The poorest ramk of soldiers
liog (Dienys. Halloam. iv, 17), & -
whmmqrnumﬂuumd:um was gajulvalent
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time when they were recruited in the most dis- CHA PR
tant pmvwnes, wmwhmﬂﬂu{ R . &

for in the country Fathses L!um in cities ; aml if,
was very mmnnhlf presumed, that th;. hnnl_f

service of luxury. After every quu]uH:n pof
property had been laid aside, the armies B the
Roman emperors were still commanded, for the
most part, by officers of a liberal birth and edu-
cation ; but the common soldiers, like the mer-
cenary troops of modern Ewrope, were drawn
from the meanest, and very frequently (rom the
most profligate, of mankind. * e

t public virtue which, among the anci¢nts, Disciplise.
%&pﬂ patriotism, is derived from a
strong sense af our own interest in the preser-

vation and presperity of the free government of
which we are m Such a -entlmt.
A
(@ seventy povind iht of brasm. The populace, €xciuded
anclont Mﬂltuﬂuﬁ“wm |nﬁqh£;;rmud by ita.rh:rﬁ
hﬂu:mc.n.
* Ces ﬁpﬂﬂ-%%ﬂmmm;mn

Hesmen of chill war s and after the viitory, be giTe
Mm‘ﬂﬂ’hlhrm
! See Vepetios de Be Milisasi, Li, o 8%~ -
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CRAL IH&MW the legions of the republie
st invincible, could make but a very fechle
"‘ﬁpﬂ&ﬂiﬂnuﬂ the mercenary servants of a des-
potic prince ; and it became necessary to supply
that defect h_'p other mwotives, of a different, but
not less foreible nature ; honour and religion.

The peasant, or mechanic, imbibed the nseful
prejudice that he was advanced to the more dig-
nificd profession of arms, in which his rank and T:

rupnum o

die¥ must often mpt- lin’: nutwe ul' &m—,r-.bu
own' behaviour might sometimes confer glory or
{Itﬁ;,.my on the company, the legion, or even the

W‘- was associated.  On

e __%mwlllh the mmimm#
of his leaders, and to sacrifice his life for the
safety of the emperor and the empiret  The
attachment of the Roman troops to their stand-
ards was inspired by the united influence of
weligion ond of honour. . The golden  eagle,
tich glittered in the ﬁnntul‘thokgiﬂn.“
esteemad less iy m:tmigmmw
tunh::&mlhmﬂmuignmlhth!(‘"
danger) Thn:w mnl:in.-:r. which derived thl'.ir

& Tio oath o meryi ﬁ" R——
ncwed by th I ..... i L= H
Taeitiia calls the : Deos.  They

pimﬂlntdql‘lhﬂ'- P and i the ather deitics
ibe religions worsilp of the tpops I =
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strength from the
by fears and hopes of “substantial kind.

L

17

were enforeed CHAR

Regular pay, occasionnl donatives, and a stated

recompense after the appointed time of service,
alleviated the hardships of the military life,
whilst, on the other hand, it was impossible for
cowardiee or disobedience to escape the severest
pnnilhmnt. mmmmh

punish with r’lmth und it was an inflexible
maxim of Roman diseipline, that a g‘nﬂd lukhnr
:hnukldmudhmﬂmﬁrm l.hmthtnmy
mpﬂll‘

docility, unutt.umnhle hy th.um’:petumu an
gular passions of barbarians.

'

Ani vet so sensible were the Romans n’E the Exercises,

imperfection of valour without skill and practice,
that, in their language, the name of an army
was borrowed from the word which signified ex-
ise.*  Military exercises were the important
_ = -
= Sew Granovioe de Porunia vangvay & il pe 100, e The o
or Escaition rafsed the wnmual mh&ﬂhm
% which, in v tlme, was eehialent
oy This par, mimewhat higher than' o own, had besn,
end wan wiierwurils, gemlually (ncressed, acoonding o ihe progresy
ﬂ-uhhmdnmrym After twenty years servier,
the veterin recelved Uives thewond demstil (about one hundred
prneds srerling), of 8 proportipnable allowsuce of lan | The pay
m*mnpr.nh-nnﬁﬂ-.hpurﬂ about double those of
the logione.

“ \Ezorvitus nd evervitanda, Verro de Binpull Lutind, L iv. 'Ccers
Hhhnhﬁ.ﬂ Thete |s roon e o intaresting wurk,
'ﬁ thmmmmml:t{#mw
mllmﬁ.l, = o -

VOL. L e o

e ' .|*
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:.'u.u. mmaw their d:mplme

A

Mnihmtymngnhﬁ'lwmmﬂ;umd
both in the morning and in the evening, nor was
age or knowledge allowed to excuse the veterans
from the daily repetition of what they had com- |
pletely learnt. Large sheds were erected in the
winter-quarters of the troops, that their uscful
Iihbmuuﬁghtmtremimmymt&mﬁmi‘m
the most tempestuous weather; and lt Wil CAre-

Iﬁbﬂmquwdin real action.” Tt is not the
purpose of this work to enter nto any minule
description of the Roman exercises. We ahl_ff

culy remark, that they comprehended whatever
could add strength to the body, activity to the

lm«'uﬂhn.rhm heavy burilens, to handle
every species of arms that was used either for
offence or for defence, either in distant engagee
ment, or in a closer onset; to form a variety of
evolutions ; and to move to the sound of flutes,
in the Pyrrhic or martial dance” 1In the o
ntm the Roman troops familiarized them-

of war; and it is |

’V-Mllhlq.li.-ummmrmﬁum /
'm"ﬂﬂﬁhhmpdrmmuuuﬁ&'
, W xaxv, po 363, oo That
Jearned seademician, in 8 series of rs, s onllected all the o
mdm-maumpmmw :
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only circumstance which distinguished a field of enke.
battle from a field of exereise.® It was the po-

licy of the ablest generals, and evenof the em-
perors themselves, to encourage ﬁmnﬂnﬁ
studies hy their presence and example ; and

are informed that Hadrian, as well as Trajon,
wmﬂt’d to instruct the unex-

perior strength or dexterity.” Under the reigns
of those princes, the science of tactics was cul-
tivated with success ; and as long as the empire
vetained any vigour, their military instructions
were respeeted as the most perfeet model of
Roman discipline. .

Nm:.: centuries |:f war had grm:lu.nl]jr i“‘_"“‘ﬂfﬂ’.ﬁ"
duced into the service many alterations and im-aoperore.
provements. The legions, as they are deseribed
by Polybius;* in the time of the Punic wars,
differed very materially from those which a-
chieved the victories of Casar, or defended the
monarchy of Hadrinn amd the Antonines. The
constitution of the imperial kh-w hﬁ-
m-]had in a few words! The

L - = i R
-Jmpi.n Bl Jailileo, L il _:;5. e ‘o are fndebtod to this

Juw Tor samb very curious details of Roman disciplioe.
* Piin. Panegyr, & 18, Life of Hadrian, in the Augustine His

iy, r

-uumwmmlwﬁ-ﬂ.hm
m-rhhhlmrf

e o Stititar), 1. #, & 4, &e. mmmpﬁrm
% abridgment was taken fram the regulisiing of Tro-
Fiadvian s ssd the jegion, ammﬁuu.*hmnuw
mﬁlnhhnm N
€9 . e

-

=

X
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Arms

Fite DECLINE AND FALL

funtry, which composed its principal strength,*
‘was divided into ten eohorts, and fifty-five com-
panie, under the orders of a correspondent num-
ber of tribunes and centurions. The first co-
hort, whicl always claimed the post of honour
and the custody of the eagle, was formed of
eleven hundred and five soldiers, the most ap-
proved for valour and fidelity. The remaining
nine cohorts consisted each of five hundred and

fifty-five ; and thewhole hody o8 T in-

men. Their arms were uniform, and
adapted to the nature of their service : an Open

helmet, with a lofty crest ; a hreast-plate, or coat

ol mail v greaves on their legs, and an ample
buckler om their left arm. The buckler was of an
oblong and concave figure, four feet in length,
and twoand a haf in breadth, framed of a light
wood, covered with a bull's hide, and strongly
guarded with plates of brass.  Besides « lighter
pear, the legionary soldier grasped in his right
hand the formidable pifum, & ponderous javelin,
whose utmost length was about sixfect, and
which was terminated by a massy trinngular point
of steel of cighteen inches™ This instrument

‘inferior to our moden -

. )
s Vegeting de e Milltas, & i, & 1. Is the puretsge of Cog
ani Cigery, 1hi wurd miles was almost confined o the knfniry. Cn-

der vhve lowsr empire, and in the times of chiveley, i wos apgeos
priatod aimest 2 eachuslvely 1o the men 5t srps, who fuught : !

mursdhec k. o ST,

* I (e timR n,wqgw of Hallcarnsmus (Ve
«. 5y, the steel polnt of the pilin seomi o have boon mnch longee:
1o the time of Veguthua, It was reduced to'a foot, or even il il

I have chosen o mediam.
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drms ; since it was exhausted by o single dis- cman
charge, at the distance of only ten or twelve *
paces. Yet when it was lnunched by a firm and
skilful hand, there was not any cavaley that durst
venture within its reach, nor any shield or cosslet
that could sustain the impetuosity of its weight.
As soon as the Roman had darted his pilfum, he

'L _ﬂmﬂ, and. Mm,uds to ukq:

tmpm'd Spanish biade, that carried & doul
edge, and was alike suited to the purjlmea‘.t Hni:-
inﬁ'mdm M’ﬂﬂt luldmr -?-‘l“fl

he inﬂicted a more dm:gmmus w nund on his #d-
versary”  The legion was usually drawn up
cighit decp: and the regular distance of three feet
was left between the files as well as ranks* A
body of troops habituated to preserve this
open order, in a long front and a rapid charge,
founi themselves prepared to execute every dis-
position which the circumistances of war, or the
skill of their leader, might suggest. The sdl-
a free space for his arms and mo-

tions, 'and sufficient intervals: were allowed,
through which seasonable reinforcements might
be introduced to the relief of the exhausted com-
batants® The tactics of the Greeks and Ma-

7 For the. kﬂmm-rmrn-, -!;lﬁln ﬂt MIitid !nmhl’.:ﬁ
5 5. 4

= Bew e bewuthiful eompatisen of Virgil, Gesrgic. i, # oo

* ML Giichird, Memsires Militaires, tam 1, & 8, anll Nmuveans:
Meumnalrou, tn, 1, hﬂﬁﬂll. his tremted the suhjert like nm
ool an officer:

::'3
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CHAP. cedonians were formed on very different prinei-

ples. The strength of the phalanx depended on

" Gixteen ranks of long pikes, wedged together i

the closest array.” But it was soon.
by reflection, as well as by the event, that the

strength of the phalanx was unable to contend

with the activity of the legion.”

Faralrr.

The cavaley, without which the force of the
legion would have remnined imperfect, was di-
vided into ten troops or squlrons:; the first, us
the companion. ‘of the first coliort, consisted of
an hundred and thirty-two men: whilst cach of :
the other nine amounted only to sixty-six. The
entire establishment formed a regiment, ift we

_ luajr use the modern expression; of seven hundred

and twenty-six horse, naturally connected with
its respective legion, but occasionally separated
to act in thehna.undinmpmeapnrtur the
wings of the anmy”  The cavalry of the em-
perors was no longer composed, like that of the
ancient republic, of the noblest youths of Rome
and Ttaly, who, by performing their military sers |
vice o horseback, prepared themselves for the
offices of senator and consul 5 and solicited, li]
deeds of valour, the future suffrages of thﬂr
mﬂm. Since the alteration of manners 1

'hlﬂﬁn’iﬁﬂﬂ- With Ilnhu!pﬂh:ﬂt;uf.ﬂmt, Ar |
inp vathey chose to deseribe the phulu, of which he had road, than _ﬂ
the legions which he had éommonded.

= Polyh. b xvii .l

4 Yeget de Be Militash, L il e 6 His pasitive testimony, which.
miight be uipported by cireumsmntial evidence, wight mﬂrw‘i" )
hﬂ:ﬂﬁmnﬁuﬂmuwm s mmi
BT

¢ %o Livy alment throughoot, particulary alii; @1,
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and government, the most wealthy of the eques- CHAT.
trian order were engaged in the. administration "
of justice, and of the revenue;’ and whenever
thvynmmedthn[m&m ﬂmtbﬂwm

Roman tmupers despised the rumplnt:: armour
with which the l:lwnlr;ul' the ]:.a.si. WaS encum-

mail. A_]nvrlm, n.nd a ]ung hroad-sword,
their principal weapons of offence. The use of
lances, and of iron maces, they seen to have bior-
rowed from the barbarians."

The safety and honour of the empire were prin-Auxilis-
cipally entrusted to the legions; but the policy " .
Rome condescended to adopt every useful instru-
ment of war. Considerable levies were regularly
made among the provincials, who bad not yet

SEFV l.llE Inalmu.mhle distinction uf Romans.
persed round the frontiers, were permitted, for
“a while, to hold their freedom and security by the

t Piin, Mist. Natur. swwifl, 2. Thlu-ulnﬂ-lfllﬂﬂl'!l‘l:hl
wnmumamumhmﬁmb
pokligue Romaine, L i, = & ¢
A As in tbe istance of [lorase l.tdbpui.i. ‘nﬁ“ﬂ-m
have been  defeet in e Homan discipline, which"Hudtian mudesss
m-mumwumqumﬂnm

% Se¢ Arrian's Tactics.

c &
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Ariillery.

THE DECLINE AND FALL

mm‘ Even select troops
of hostile barbarinns were frequently compelleds

“or persunded to consume their dangerous valour

in remote climates, and for the benefit of the
statet  All these were included under the ge
neral name of auxilinries; and hnfwsaever they
mlghtnxyuﬂtdhgﬁnthdﬂ&tnmnf times
and circumstances, their numbers were seldom
much inferior to tlr.nm: of the leginm thems
selves. Amg, auxiliar

Mﬁmm centurinns, mi'.l m

_trained in the arts of Roman discipline ; but the d

far greater part retained those anms, to which the
nature of their.country, or their early babits of:
life, more peculiarly adapted them. By this in-
stitution, each legion, to whom a certain propors
tion of auxiliaries was allotted, contained within
itself every species of lighter troops, and of mis-
sile wenpbns ; and was capable of encountering
every nation, with the advantages of its respece i
tive nrms and discipline.® Nor was the legion t
destitute of what, in modern langunge, would be
styled a train of artillery. It comsisted in ten '5
m}enginesnflhem Hﬂﬁﬁy—ﬁfu& 2

nm“ﬂtﬂt al Ilutlum.“ 'I'dhﬂm-

'H-m- inm--mmmuu M-&W i
m'“”f?bmmﬂﬁlhﬂydwhm 1
dintrly senkindo Britaine Dion Coslos, ek

! Tarit, mm; Those who fix & regilar proportion of"ss -.t

h"' Vegutius, §i, 8. Arrian, n his order of march -mih'lthrw |
the Alanl,
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a ‘smaller size; but all of which, either in an cuar,
oblique or horizontal manner, w : -:hhn: =
and darts with irresistible violence .

calculate, that 4 square of about seven hundred
yurds wuk sufficient for the encampment of twen-

ty MMbtﬁwsha ni:nﬂﬂ__mlnr

mltht n{' 'r.he camp, thrl: pneh:num. ar’ general’s
quarters, rose ahove the others; the cavalry, the
infantry, and the auxiliaries, occupied their re-
spective stations; the streets were broad, and

perfectly straight, and a vacant spuce of twe
hundred feet was left on all sides, between the

tents and the rampart. The rumpart itself was
mﬂytwﬂtelmlhighmdm a M
] “ilqﬁmﬁ" o,

ahjoes of the anciest mackines is m
'hh:mﬂhl’uﬁrﬁtﬁ!};@
e prefiery vhisie, i many resperis, te
il murtar. W“ﬂnuﬂmmmlhhﬂ
gridually hecame mmin propartion as persondd valger
omil” mifiitery akill doclingd with the Hemmn coopire. Wihes men
muwmﬁ#“uﬁuqﬁ Sew
Vegutius, i, 23, Arrisn. -
* Vegutiisn finkehes Ml mﬂm H"h-mpm-#ﬂ'
1*!4- wlih Ahe fllowing emplatie wonli s P Uolverss

WorEscrin piee Crndaninr, ool Ir'hll
by w4 la guovls Joco faerit cuiles, .-.mal'llh~
R ] T »
B o ; 4 R

& e
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cnar. strong and intricate palisades, and defended by
L o ditch of twelve feet in depth as well asin-
e eadth,  This important labour was performed
by the hands of the legiondries themselves; to

whom the us¢ of the spade and the pick-axe was

uo less familiar than that of the sword or pilum.

Active valour may often be the present of na-

ture; but such patient diligence can be the fruit
only of habit and discipline.”

ah of de-

s

and the troops fell into their ranks without delay
or confusion.  Besides their arms, which the le=H
gionaries scarcely considered as an incumbrance, ‘,:
they were laden with their kitchen furpiture, the
instruments of fortification, and the provision of
many days® Under this weight, which would
appress the delicacy of a modern soldier, they
were trained by a regular step to advance, in
ghout six hours, near twenty miles” On the
appearance of an enemy, they threw aside their
baggnge, and by easy and rapid evolutions con-
verted the column of mareh into an order of bat-
tle.”  The slingers and archers skirmished in the
front b the auxiliaries formed the first line, and
were seconded or sustained by the strength of the
P h Tt it Sol Pyt AV LA
s do Mifith ot Jowpbode Befl. Jod, & il oS, Vegethin
§, §1-95; iil, 05 and Memalives de Guichard, tem e 1. .
% Cligrs I Tastzn, i1, 37, Jostphi da Belle Jod. 1 T, & Free o
tmus, v, 3900 : .. ﬂ:
* Wegrths, Tyl gmﬁm e Taneriphlens,
b egg = ojms |

* See thoss evolutions sdmirably woll expizined by M.
Sooveans Memoires, tamn. |, po 141-T38

« 8
X |
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legions; the cavalry coveréd the flanks, and the CHAR

military engines were placed in the rear.

Sunhwmtﬁl!‘tﬁnf#lr. Ir#kmhthERn-thu
and diepo-

despotism. If. in the Lﬂﬂﬂdﬁmﬁﬂn of ﬂmnr ar-

nny tuluruh'ie accuraey. 'WL mny mmpnta. hnw-
ever, that the legion, which was itselfl a body of six
thuu:mmi @rhﬂnﬂmd and. thzrt}-m B;numm.
m-:m thousand .
peace establishment of Hadrian nnd his successors
was composed of no less than thirty of these
formidable brigades; and most probably formed
astanding force of three hundred and seventy-five
thousand men.  Instead of being confined within
the walls of fortified cities, which the Romans
considereil as the refuge of weakness or pusillani-
mity, the legions were encamped on the banks of
* the great rivers, and along the frontiers of the

barbarians.  As their stations, for the most part,
remained fixed and permament, we may venture
to describe the distribution of the troops. Three
legions were sufficient for Britain, The principal
strength lay upon the Rhine and Danube, and
consisted of sixteen legions, in the fullowing jiro-
portions; two in the Lower, and three in the
Upper Germany ; one in Rhetia, one in Nori-
Ui, E;m:ipl’n.nnum three in Maesia, and two
in Dacia. The defence of the Euphrates was




=8

#E DECLINE AND FALL A

nn:n mumwﬁﬁwmm

Narr.

in Syrin, and the other two in Cappa-
" docia.  With regard to Egypt, Afvica, and
m“mwywmﬁrmmmedﬁumnnym-
portant scene of war, a single legion- maintain-
ed the domestic tranquillity of each of those
great provinees. ‘Even Italy was not left des
titute of a military force.  Above twenty thou-
sand chosen s;uld:er-;, -.hstmguﬂhed I:r_r the titles

ha - s hed

tal. A: H‘Iu-unthnrn ul' nlmn‘st every mﬂn-r
tion that distracted the empire, the pratorians
will, very soon, and very loudly, demand our
attention; but in their arms and institutions
we cannot find mny circumstance which dis-
crimigated them from the legions, unless it '
were a more splendid w aml a ie- t
rigid discipline.*:

Timnn]rmmtuinedh-r the emperors might
seem inadequate to their greatness; but it was
fully sufficient for every aseful purpose of grm
ment. The ambition of the Romans was con-
fined to the land; nor was that warlike people: |
everactuated by the enterprising spirit which had l

prompted the
nnd even of Marseilles, mmmm&
the world, and toexplore the mast remote coasts. |
of theocean. To the Romans thﬁ ocean remained

o r il'

*Taritus tm sanle af thi w
vmader Tiberius 1 -fﬁ. i tv-.'l'ﬂ} under M |
Srvenik lhnm&h- tha peoper medimm

- u:a periede. Sqp Whewive Lipmin dc Magmitudine n-mi
ly 1

P .l
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an object of terror rather than of curiosity,’ t:u;u

the whole extent of the Mediterranean; after the "
dmutlmd’ Glmhp.ﬂﬂuﬂqmﬁmﬂ

prmmwmmnnuf ‘that sea, and
m_pmfmmmufﬂmrmbjm With

Italy, the one at Ravenus, on the Adrintics the

nLher ut Misenum. in the lm:,r af Nlplﬁ! Ex=

two, M
guited rather for vain pomp than for real srrvint
Augustus himself, in the victory of Actium, had
seen the superiority of hisown light frigates (they
were called liburnians) over the lofty but un.
wieldy ‘castles of his rival® O these libur-
ninns he composed the two fleets of Ravenna and
Misenum, destined to command, the one the
enstern, the other the western division of the Me-
ditérrunean ; and to cach of the squuadrons he at-
Mhndy of several thousand mariners. Be-
, which may be considered
as tl'm pﬂmﬁﬁ#ﬂﬁeﬂm navy, it Very
comsiderable forcewas stationed at Frejus, on the
coast of Provence, and the Euxine was guarded
- LY A e T g

l‘!‘hm triud Lo disguise, Ly the pretense of roligion anr,
tervor.  See Tucit Formania, £ 3he o

arch. b Misre Anton, Aud yet, I wn may eredit Omibis,

et no mere thzn ten fonl abve Lhe wiler.

iy 18 _".'-.--'Jup- = L R N -
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THR DECLINE AND PATL
by forty ships, and three thousand soldiers.  To
all these we add the fleet which preserved the
communication between Gaul and Britain, anda
great number of vessels constantly maintained on
the Rhine and Danube, to harsss the country,
ar to intercept the passage of the barbarians..
If we review: this general state of the imperial
forces ; of the cavalry as well as infantry ; of the
legions; the m:mharles, the gunrd& and the navys

Amount of to fixs the entire establishment by sewand by land l

Iﬂ‘w 'l'hl.ﬂ.e

m.f..

Viewerme Wi have attempted to explain the spirit which

proviness

of the Ho-

man e

Bpain.

at more than four hundred and fifty thousand |
men ; a military power, which, however formi
ahle it may seem, was equalled by a mona
of the last century, whose kingdom was confined
within a single provinee of the Roman empires:

moderated, and the strength which supported, the |
power of Hadrian and the Antonines. We shall |
now endeavour, with clearness and precision, h.
describe the provinces once united under their
sway, but at present divided into so mny mﬂl-
pendent and hostile statesc 0 © 0 0 a
Spain, the western extremity of the umpl!i
of :Burope, and of the ancient world, hm
every ages invariably preserved the same
limits ; the Pyrenean mountains, the
ranean, and the Atlantic ocean. That
peninsule, at present so unqunlls'dwulﬁd

e
T

¥ mh:ﬂlp.hm o i R 'lh-m-nhu
ters of Vegetina relute to naval off

* Viltsiee, Sleele e Louis XTV, o, 28, Tt must, Wu’th

membered, thet France still frels that extroendicary efort.

o Wl A . P,
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iween two nmrmignﬂ, was distributed by Au- fu:'n

gustus into three provinces, Lusitania, Betica,
and Tarraconensis, - The kingdom of Portugal
now fills the place of the warlike country of the
Lusitanians ; and the’loss sustained by the for-
mer, on the side of the east, is compensated by
an acoessian of territory towards the north. The
confines ni' Grenada mdwmlmﬂ.

aof Spnm. GI!“IL‘III. and lhe :‘kstunﬁs, Bmy :ﬂ‘l.
Navarre, Leon, and the two Castiles, Murcia,

Valencia, Catalonia, and Arragon, all costri-
buted to form the third and most considerable of
the Roman gummnh,m*m
of its capital, was styled the province of Tar-
ragona.” Of the native barbarians, the Celti-
berians were the most powerful, as the Canta-
brians and Asturians proved the most obstinate.
Confident in the strength of their mountains, they
were the last who submitted to the armsof Rome,
and the first Who threw ofl the yoke of the Arabs.

Ancient Gaul, as it contained the whole couns Gau

try between the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Rhine,
and the ocean, was of greater extent than mo-
dern France. To the dominions of that power-
ful monarchy, with its recent acquisitions of Al-
sace and Lorraine, we must add the duchy of

* ‘Biep Siraba, | ii. [t js ootural enadgh to suppode tht Arragon
Is e fromg ‘Tarmeoninals § amd severnl moderms wha have weitten
In L "_ﬂ'l'm'ﬂ.l:u synunymoin. It is, however, eertaln,
* that the Arragan, = little stream which falls from yhe Tyrenees iota
fhe Ebroy fire gove s tme 40 & countey, and gradually to g Lings
€am,  Sor 'Agville, Geographie du Muyen Age, p. 181,

Ea bt e Tt ol



the Loire and the Seine was styled the

Arom. the celehrated colony of Lugdunum, or

'W}dtha{}n!lhnmﬂuﬂ'ﬂm Rhine,

i
-

-mrg, Huinault, Flanders, and Brabant.

When Augustus gave laws mth:mnqmut:d

his father. he introduced d division of Gaul,
equally adapted to the progress of the legions, J
hlhemuﬁthmmﬂ.m:hﬂpnmqﬂ |
national distinetions, which had comprehended
above an hmuhwl indqmmiunt ntlm" Thu'l'-!

:H:uﬂlhm ﬂ'nm l;he mlﬂny ul‘ Nnrlmm- 1'!'&-
government of Atuitaine was extended from the
Pyrences to the Loire. The country be

‘Gaul, and soon borrowed a new denomi

bythum;hntlﬁtﬂ&hdhﬁﬂmqeﬂfﬂﬁ-f
sar, the Germans, abusing their mpm-]mhyﬂ

very eagerly embraced so flattering o

Rasil to Lieyden; received the pompous
the Upper and the Lower Germanyf
under the reign of the Antonines, éﬁ-ﬁm#-

» One Wshdied and &fteen citica nppear | w‘ﬁ. Fotitia of Gadld
Iﬂllhwﬂqhnﬁﬂﬂg '

the enpital eryito P

tareh and rese | ol tribes to three og four bt

drod. U e .0
¢ D"Anville, Notice de "Anclenne Gaul. | o



OF THE ROMAN EMPINE. a8
provinces of Gaul; the Narboanese, Aquitaine, cnap,
the Celtie, or Lyonnese, the Belgic, and the two *

We have already had occasion to mention the Briwi,

conquest of Britain, and to fix the bhlﬁm? ¥ of
the Roman province in this island. It compre-
hended all England, Wales, and the towlands
s m-“_ﬂ tik;-tm:#- i-‘.--'1 tlig fnd
Biinburohs Refacatic. 1ot e

country was irregularly divided between thirty
tribes of barbarians, of whom the most consider-
able were the Belgs in the west, the
in the north, the Silures in So th Wales, and
the Toeni in Norfolk and Suffolk® As far as
we can either trace or credit the resemblance of
manners and langunge, Spain, Gaul, and Britain
were peopled by the same hardy race of savages.
Before they yielded to the Roman arms, they
often disputed the field, and often renewed the
contest. After their submission, they eonstituted
‘the western division of the European provinces,
which extended from the columns of Hm&%
the wall of Antoninus, and from the mouth t]
‘Tagus to the sources of the Rhine and Damibe,

" BRefor 1 conquest, the country which 1y,
is now called Lombardy was not considered as

@ part of Italy. It had been occupied by a pow-
erful colony of Gauls, who, settling themselves
along the banks of the Po, from Piedmont to
Romagna, carried théir arms and difTused their
mame from the Alps to the Appenine. The

* Whitaker's Hisiciry of Manchester, vel. i, ¢, &
WOL. J. D



84 riE DECLISR AND FALT !
CHAP. 18 dwelt on the rocky coast, which now
*  forms the republic of Genoa. Venice was yet
"™ unborn : but the territories of that state which
lie to the east of the Adige, were inhabited by -
the Venctians® The middle part ‘of the-pen= -
inauh.thﬂm.mﬂu;duﬂlr of Tuseany

and the ecclesiastical state, was the ancicnt seat’
of the Ftruscins and Umbrians's to the former:
of whom Italy was indebted for the first rudi-

trv of the Sabines, the Latins, and the Vol <
from that river to the frontiers of Naples, was
the theatre of her infant victories. On that ces
posterity have erected convents.® Capia and

colonies of the Greeks. mwréiq hat
when A“Emmlwm cleven regions,

* The 1tafian ruu.wm
were moee probably of yrian arigin, See M i
L Academi e Inseriptions, tem. wwlit; 00 T
e Maffei Verona Wustrate, Lk ol -

3 P A

L1 "I'h.-m;-f siast strike traveller, .
* Pliny (Hist, Nater. | i) Gollows the division of 1taly
gustus. .

ik
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i Rawe were pro- EHEIBI ;
tected by the course of e and the Danube. =~
The latter of those mighty streams, ﬂmhnm'l'h;ﬂ'd
at the distance. of ﬂ;-ﬂﬂn@r miles from  the ;i
PR = fﬂr rantier
rt’ -+" inuth enst.mllectsthetrfhﬁ
: hle rivers, nmt s at lmg‘lb, thtw_gh

waters,' 'Th . provinces of the Dﬁbe '
aciuired the general appellation of I]!_','nmm, or
the Blrﬂuw iﬁdmmdthm

Hlutm. hunr:um. Pnunnnm, Dnlmutm, I}nﬁu
- Mesia, Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece.
The province of Rhatin, which soon extin-Rheus

guished the name of the Vindelicians, extended
from' the summit of the Alps to the banks of the
Danube ;- from its source, as far as its conflux
with the Ton. The greatest part of the flat
country is subject tntﬁéw&__, : :_*,thﬂ

empire; the Grisons are safe in
their il the m'—u!" Trml is
ranked among the numerous provinces of the
house of Austria.
The wide extent of territory which is inchided Noriesm

il Pane

between the Tun, Mmﬂ the 5.!#— pusiia.

WI. yages en Gréce et Asia Mincure, kti.u.lﬂll.

wr.,,m;-rm origimally beinnged o the ses-comt of

the Hulelitle, and was gradually extended by the Roinans froa 58

Alpé to ihe Eusing sen. :‘gwmmm.n& - A
. ' >
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. cn,.w m Styria, Carinthia, Carniols, the Lower
Hungary, and Sclavonin, was known to the an-
cients under the names of Noricum and Panno-
nin. In their original state of independence,
their fierce inhabitantswere intimately connected.
Under the Roman government they were fre-
Mmmwmﬁnpﬁtnmnu}‘
ofasingle family. They now contitin the residence
of & German prince, who stiles himself emperor
ni' the Romans, ~and form the centre, as well as
, of thé Austrian power. It may not
aproper to observe, that if we except Bo-
hemia, Moravia, the northern skirts of Anstrisy
andapanﬂf Hu.ngnr]' between the Teyss and

the by aﬂ'lll ther domini n ‘of the house
ﬂfﬂ T i .m{ v h ' ﬁt Bmi‘h- lﬂ‘"'
the Roman empire. -t

properly belonged, was a long but narrow tract,
between the Save and the Adriatic. The best

part of the sea-coast, which still retains its ancient -
appellation, is a province of the Venetian ¥
and the seat of the little republic of Ragusa.
inland parts have assumed the Sclavonian nam&
of Croatia and Bosnia; the former obeys ﬁ
Austrian governor, the latter n Turkish pasha;
but the whole country is still infested by tribes
of barbarians, whose savage independence irre-
gularly marks the doubtful limit of the l:hl‘iltiﬂl—
and mahometan power.!

P A Venetlan traveller, ‘tha' Abbaté Fortls, o lately given ua
mmmﬁlﬂmmm But the geographyand |
artiguities of the western [llyricum can he expected only ﬁ.‘ﬂ# |

munificence of the emperor, its sovpreign.
L ]
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After the Danube had received the waters of CHAL,
the Teyss and the Save, it acquired, at least |~
among the Greeks, the name of Ister™ Itfnr-gﬂzmd
merly divided Mmsia and Dacia, the latter of
which, as we have already seen, was a conguest
of Trajan, and the only province beyond the
river. If we inquire into the present state of
ﬁm:mntﬂn.mdtuuﬁndﬁﬂ,mthehﬂ

have been nnnexed ﬂfl:fl‘ rnlmy 113--
the crown of Hungary ; whilst the principalities
of Moldavia and Walachia acknowledge the
supremacy of the Ottoman Porte. On the right
hand of the Danube, Maesia, which, during the
middle ages, was broken into the barbarian king-

‘doms of Servia and Bulgaria, is again united in

Turkish slavery.

The appellation of Roumelia, which is still Theace,
bestowed by the Turks on the extensive countries n.
of Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece, preserves the Yo
empire. In the time of the Antonines, the mar-
tial regions of Thrace, from the mountains of
Hamus and Rhodope, to the Bosphorus and the
‘Hellespont, had assumed the form of & province.
Notwithstanding the chanfe of masters and of
religion, the new city of Rome, founded by
Constantine an the banks of the Bosphorus, has

ever since remained the capital ﬂl"agrmpo-
nnrd:y The kingdom of H’mﬂnma,

"‘hhﬂ-“ the confines of Fafria, -d.mmwﬂﬂl
by the 1mers carly Gresks us the prineipsl stresm of the Danube.

D8
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underthe reign of Alexander, gave laws to Asia,
e ‘more solid advantages from the policy.

* of the two Philips : and, with its dependencies of

Epirus and Thessaly, extended from the Kgean
to the Tonian sea. When we reflect on the fame
of Thebes and Argos, of Sparta and Athens, we.
can scarcely persuade ourselves, that so many
immortal republics of ancient Greece were lost in
a single provinece of the Roman empire, which,
was usually denomingted the pro of Achnit.
Such was the state of Europe under the Roman.
emperors, The provinces of Asia, without ex-=§
cepting the transient conquests of Trajan, are all.”
comprehended within the limits of the Turkish i
power. ~But, instead of following the arbitrary =
divisions of despotism and ignorance, it will be
safer for us, as well as more agreeable, to observe
the indelible characters of nature. The name of
Asia Minor is attributed, with some propriety, to
the peninsuly, which, confined betwixt the Eux-
ine and the Mediterranean, advances from the
Euplirates towards Burope, The l!lﬂﬁ.ﬂl.enli? )
and flourishing district. westward of mount Tats F
rus and the river Flalys, was digoified by the
Rowmans with the exelusive title of” Asia. The
jurisdiction of that provinee extended over the
ancient monarchies of Troy, Lydia, and Phrygis,
the maritime countries of the Pamphylians,
Lycians, and Carians, and the Grecian colonies
of Tonia, which whw. though not in
arins, the clory of their parent.  The kmgdtlﬂi

of Bithynia and Pontus possessed the northern
|
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side of the penmsuh_ from Lunstnntmnpia to cHar.
Trebizond. On the
of Cilicia was ter

gult. the pnmnce

hE}'um] - By 3
the sovereignty of the empernrs, :md rccmed

at their me pnncr:s or Roman

those savage countries.”

Under the successors of Alexander, Syrm Sgria,
Fhienleix,

~was the seat of the Seleucidm, who reigned over .4 pyc.

Upper Asia, till the suceessful revolt of the Par- ties

thinns confined their dominions  between the
Euphrates and the Mediterranean.  When Syria
bemme mlijeg ﬁ_ﬂm Romans, it formed the

eastern frontier of their empire; nor did that

3 _'.growim:e, in its utmost latil;ﬂg, any

than the mountains of C
'ggd towards the mth, the m:nﬁm.-s of
Eoypt, and ﬂhﬁfd sea, Pheenicia and Pales.
tine were sometimes annexed to, and sometimes
separated from, the jurisdiction of Syria. The
former of these was o narrow and rocky cwt
tﬁ{t htter was mrritm?,mdymperiut to
s ol Arrian, He zmmmlﬁlmhn{thl

- whe ; _.mmm‘ul'hwmhu L .
s D 4 g R -
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Teimarems

Figype.

Romnﬂ ﬂl‘l‘l]'.il.rl’_‘ i

A 1
L }‘-ﬂmm FALL .;

Wale qi:hﬂmfcrﬂﬁtynraxtmt Yet Phe-
Palestine will for ever live in the

: of mankind, since Amecrica, as well as

' Enmpe, has received letters from the one, and

religion from the other” A sandy desert, alike
destitute of wood and water, skirts along the
doubtful mmg‘;ﬁﬁn,,ﬂm the Euphrates to .
the Red sen.  The wandering life of the Arabs.
was inseparably connected mth their independ-
enee mld 1\]1Lreu.r 00 S0 : _‘... barren

h{.‘ﬂ:tﬂtﬂl to what portion of the globe they shou

*"‘Byfﬁﬂmatlm.thztml !

inuh&a! within the immense penin- .

A!hm but it is accessible only on the =

ﬂﬁMMMImhhﬂmmtmﬁ
period of history, Fgypt has humbly obeyed. A
prefect was seated on the splendid throne

of the Ptolemys; and theurnnmqu-euftht'

-n.pm;rmufnﬂgmhﬂm The e
wits introduend among the wdhﬂﬂ*ﬂ '
years befre tmaﬂlhummﬂqmw

» Dinn Cassluis, Tl Hvill, 3 1181, ol

*Flﬂlmyiﬂﬂmmmlmmk .
fshmns of Sues as the bwﬂu}#m*lﬁh
Mela, V'liny, Sallust, Hirtins, and Solinus, Have preferred for the
purpose the mm*‘h“ ‘ar even the grent :

s, whnﬁh‘m MW ta Asia, #ﬂ‘ﬂﬁ%

but part af L
: '?
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Mamalukes is mwmthﬂhqndu of a Turkish cuar.

L

pasha, The Nile ﬂm.ﬂuwlr'ih country above

Etehumiredmdm&mﬁ!&wi;ﬂﬂmum
thmmmﬂmwmmthe
evardstio st andaia

them&ﬁta&wkmlcmr, afterwards

extends above fifteen bhundred m.:les yet so .
clmel}rlsupmudmentheﬂadﬂwﬂﬂ-l

The eastern dlnxuru was ﬁms:deretl l:qr ﬂll.'
mans as the more peculier and proper province
of Africa. Till the arrival of the Phonician
colonies, that fertile country was inhabited by
the Libyans, the most savage of mankind. Un-
der the immediate jurisdiction of Carthage, it
became the centre of commerce and empire ;
bat the republic dw is now degenerat-
Ed.inmthefeehlc and disorderly. '
mﬂ‘l‘uml Thewhmygummtﬂx'
sesthe wide extent of Numidia, as it was
pnm united ‘under Massinissa and Jugurtha : but
tthenmeﬂfkngutm,thchmﬂsuf Numidia
were contracted ; and, at least, two thinds of the
country acquicsced in the name ‘of Mauritania,
with the epithet of Camsariensis. The
or country of the Moogs
in m city of Tiogi, nqm!!'-




distinguishe hj" H:-E appellation of Tin-
, is represented by the modern kingdom.
“of Fez. Sallé, on the ocean, so infamous at -
pl.ﬂbnt for its piraticpl depredations, was noticed:
by the Romans, as the extreme ohject of their
power, and almost of their geography. A city.
of their fmaﬁﬂ be discovered near
the residence of the barbarian whom
we condescend to qt_*, le the ::mperur of Mo-
raceo 3 hlglt-- . does ot appear that hi s. mum..

iy :""T“"i ﬂ"w&e ever mmpmhmu]mi w Iim—m
" man province. The western parts of Afvica arg
mtemt,ted by the hranches of mount Atlas ﬁ.l

: by the fancy of poets;® t

3 ; -il now -diffused over the nrnmnm

ocean that rolls between the ancient and the new
continent.”

The Medi- Hmﬁigmwl‘maheﬂ lhal:nt'lut of the Roman

e empire, we may observe that Alrica is divided

steds  from Spain by a narrow strait of about twelve

miles, through which the Atlantic flows into t
Mediterranenn.  The _an of 'Eeqmllm g
fumons among the ancients, were two wuﬁm"
-, .

mh'h- mﬂuﬂ-:ﬂm Mﬂdﬂmﬂrﬂfﬂ

which rriats iuWEL-ﬂFM‘: 8 et :nﬂ the hews

vews. The pitk Gf TeneAfly oo the contrary, isew u lesgue snd % -

uirmummrhwd the ==, n&hi;ummv .

thie Ihieniedims mu;,ht enguge the noties Wl the Giock poets %
Histlige Naturclle, wwm. by pe mmm\rq#

ﬂ—z‘
i }'W&cl‘umﬁ ulhdsﬂnthl“' '

¢

-
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which seemed to have been torn asunder by some cHA®:
convulsion of the elemaﬂl.. and at the foot of o
the Eurrqwean ‘mountain, the ﬂrttwmf Gibral-

tar is now seated. 'T'he whole extent of the Me-
diterranean sea, its consts, and its islands, were
comprised withi e Roman dominion. Of the
lﬂwm the two Baleares, which derive

their nams uf Mq;-nmnn&hhmmfmm timl:.

l.n Spam, tlm Intttr.lu (-rml Th'ﬂmn . &
to deplore the fate, than to describe the n.f_'tu.:l
eundnum ui' Cm *-Twn Itu.lum mvm:gns

smaller islands of (;-reeu :mc] A':m hﬂ'ﬂi‘ beﬁn'
'subdued by the Turkish arms, whilst the little
rock of Malta defies their power, and has emer-
ged, under the government of its military order,
into fame and opulence,

This long enumeration of provinces, WhoseGenersl

braken formed so many POWEE: s

ful kingudoms, might slmost induce us gt

qﬂﬂm real or nﬂ'eand moderation of
the -:mpemu.'tfny permitted themselves to des-
pise, and sometimes to forget, the outlying coun-
tries, which had been left in the enjoyment of a
barbarous independence; and they gradually
usukped the licence of confounding the Roman
ml:qmﬂywﬂh the globe of the earth. But the
"nuﬁnnfu.htnudu:m-n,i 6 1, 2, 3 4o vary
useful colieetion. _



“ SR S o 1;
mwﬂ know of a modern his-
cnﬂ. ri whnm;mrlﬁmmm

M‘hl&gﬁrmm&mﬁuﬁwﬂﬁ
from the westcrummmthLEuphmtu thﬂ

.pmedtnmmmnnlmvemxtwnhundm! i
square miles, for the most part of fertile and well
ﬂﬂﬁvm}and. =

imtm;ﬂ.m-iuniyl ﬂmﬂhﬁn J_...-_"

iﬂn'llumh:mihhmpn
; ey
= = ey, T
" ‘ o
.."{l - 1' 1] "_:‘
jﬁ“ﬂ""" .
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ness of Rome. T]jL sovereign Df' llm Rmm
deserts commands a larger portion of the globe. ment.
In the mm{h mmm:r ﬁfte:r Iiiqumge uf thc
trophies on the ﬁmﬂm‘ : :
_ less than a century, the lrrl:smuble ng'lu anﬂ
the Mogul princes of his race, spread their cruel
devastations and transient empire from the sea
of China to the canfines of Egypt and Germany.*
Bat the firm edifice of Roman power was raised
mdpmerwd by th&wmium of ages, The obe-
dient provinces of T and the Antunmﬂ
. were united hjrlnws,nm]ndnhml
might occasionally suffer from t'hn
of delegated authority ; Dut the general
of government was wise, simple, and bencficent.
They enjoyed ﬂg religion of their ancestors,
whilst in civil honours and advantages they were
exalted, by just degrees, to an equality with their
cong ; : <2 e
* They wese erected about the mifway betwien Lahar anil Delbl.
The caniquents of Alexander in Hindostun were confingd 9 the Tane

ilhlﬂﬂlh:‘ﬂtlrilqlhiuptnINrnmlpfmlndm i
‘hﬁﬂ.hﬂ:ﬂ“%ﬁﬂ—.hn,:ﬁbh&ﬂﬂ-




1. The policy of the emperors and the senate,
as far as it concerned religion, was happily se-

“conded by the reflections of the enlightened, and

., By the habits of the superstitious, part of their
iulueLL-:. The various modes of worship, which _:'

&
y |
i
%

. prevailed in the Roman world, were all con. ©
sidered by th ' true; by the

w -tiqunﬂy ﬁilie- iﬂll by the mi-
gistrate as equally useful, ~"u:|r] uma tulemtiu

St : .
e

»3

Orthe 5 :‘.. aperstit ﬁn of' t Epunplem not en i
FEHE tered Ly any mixture of theological ranco
nor was it confined by the chains of any s
SELET ‘Ihedumnt.pnlythuist ouge
ol '-’ H’- nﬂ:ﬂﬂnﬂl htfﬂw (T
with lmpj:dt fuith, the different mhgumsﬂl’
< ms._'m;ﬂtnde,gndmﬁ- L
or an omen, o singular disorder, or a dis
OUrney, tually disposed him to multi
ﬁiﬁjﬁﬁﬂﬁ his belief, and to enlarge. the
of his protectors. The th:n exture ﬂ' ﬂl&

3
-
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who had dicd for the hﬂuﬁl ufﬂimr country, ci’rm

mtwexnllcdtonm "
it was ﬂnﬁﬂﬂﬂ!wmﬂ?m
Emt;‘h‘;‘_i ) ﬁun'" _.-_:r-@.k- el r

{_,f_mua of the Nile.
lh]c powers of ual.un, I..lu planLls, n.ml I.iu. rJe—

ul!Eg'unr Lun virtue, :md evien 1'u:t1-. A
- el its divine representative; every art and
fession its patron, whose attributes, in the most
distant ages and countries, were uniformly de-
rvived from the character of their peculiar vota-

,ﬂﬂ- A rep\:ﬂhnfgpdxut‘sach opposite tom-

: of rmhqmtn, that tim
nﬂ,(mlls were less qttllntmi to the difle renee, then
to the resemblance &ﬂu:u* religions.
The Gmk. the R‘unm, : 1

-

v r Mﬂprn:mdmnnfthlwmp
ll'lw; ' Mmmiﬂmm bk of the Ha¥s in the
Greek ori Vimedny Bor M. Pupe, withoat 1:#:1:&115[1!, Tns fims
;muhhnh“d Hamer, 2 _
¥

immortality,



“l m R ;:1
ﬁimﬂwjr respective altars, eamyp&-{g
themselves, that under various names,

wth various ceremonies, they adored ﬂiﬂ'q
m deities. The elegant mythology of Homer
gave a beautiful, and almost a regular form, ﬁ\"l
the pnlrthumqf he ancicnt world? W B
T e of Greeee deduced their
rals from the nature of man, rather than -‘. 1
They umdllated hnmnr. on the

that of God.

di s reugthnndwmkm-ﬂ |
umicrstnnmng OF the four most celebrai
sr.huui-:., the atulm and r.he plnmmsta endeavom

the work; whilst, on the contrary, the
gudﬂfPhlaundhmdjsuplﬁ, mmh[udln

urademmmdepnmmn!n lem
ﬁ hntwhﬂatthcmndm meme ,.

'Su.lhr‘i-nhn,th-riilm.ﬁm.ﬂ.l!. Within 3 el
v vwe, the Gauls themselves uppliod to their guds the numes of Mer
~rury, Mars, Apotlo, A

‘mw:lmkd' Clesra. hﬁﬁm hlﬁr
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norance of the latter urged them to deny, the cuae.
pmmienoeofnmprmrﬂh The spirit of “'__
inquiry, prompted by emulation, and

by freedom, had divided the public teachers of
philosaphy into a contending sects; but

themgewm o, from cvery part, re-

1 -nndthen!hermtauflemmng
_empire, wmnllknmsl:mctéd.m

ﬁm

that a philosopher should accept, as rlnrme truths,
the idle tales of the poets, and the incoherent

traditions ;:ntnqmtr i or, that he should adore,
mmeﬂ as men?! Againum

- adversaries, Cicero condescended to employ the
arms of reason and eloquence; hut the satire of
Lucian was a much more adequate, as well as
mare efficacious, weapon. We may be well as-
aired, that a writer conversant with the world,
would never have ventured to expose the gods
of his country to publie nimle, had they not
already been the objects m& M
among the polished and enlightened orders of
l’ociﬂy':

waﬂhaﬁnding the fashionable irreligion
which prevailed in the age of the Antonines,
both the interests of the priests, and the credulity
of the people, were sufficiently respected. In their
writings and conversation, the philosophers of

Ilﬂnmwﬁndu.nﬁ, that, in thlswrdlpwl“ﬁl Diis
mmﬂnﬁnﬁmlmmnmulnhmm
their eficacy.

YOL, 1. B



i the ms-
gisrate,

q
SHEDECLINE AND FALL |

quity asserted the ﬁll]cpemluntﬂigmtyuflﬂr ‘
" 1thﬂ]f rﬂﬂi,'nl:tl their actions to the coms

_._:_u-.. of law and of custom. Viewing, with a
mile of pity and indulgence, the various errors

.nf he vulgar, they diligently practised the cere-

monies of their futhers, devoutly frequented the
temples. a{thgqul_. and sometimes condescend-.
ing to act a part on the thmqumunn,;—
they eoncealed the sentiments of an atheist un-
der ”Il '-..lLé_hilul.ul glbes.  edsoner: __l:l.r such l-'_ “

It was m:hﬂ'erunl to them whnt ulmpe the folty. |
of the multitude might choose to assume ; !
they approached, with the same inward contem] :
Mﬂmﬂﬂm the altars
ﬂ[.ﬁnm! the Olympian, or the Capitoline

ft E;_ _ _ug'hmmim ﬁ'umwlmt
n-spi | persecution could introduce itself i
the Roman cauncils. The magistrates could |
be actuated by o blind, though hcmm i ,
mmthnmagutmtcawm mpluluﬁ-
phers; and the school of Athens had. given laws

to the senate. They could ot be mpeﬂed%
.e.-..: wrnrice. IH'F t]ie tamgoral i, pecl
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- pontiff was mnﬂj- exercised by the emperors cuar,
themselves. They M‘Iﬂt‘iﬂuﬁl the advan- =

ent of policy; andthryrnpected,
ﬁ ﬂﬂ! lﬁ'mm buu;l uf mt;,themﬂfu] pamun

t.he avenging gmh But “lulst tln:]r mknnw-

ledged the general advantages of veligion, they
mmmwmmqu.

BT .- .’*.-r...—.

_pm and tfmt in uver} mnnTry. he

" superstition, which had receivéd the mnﬂinu of

time and experience, was the best adapted to
the climate, and to its inhabitants. Avarice and crvbced o
taste very frequently despoiled the vanquished

- nations of the elegant statues of their gm.is. and
the rich orngments of thE.lr hﬁmphs Imt,

ﬁeemuseuffth?

man corqu The province uI‘ Giolweins,
anil indee Wmﬁmnﬁﬂwm this uni-
versal toleration. Under the specious pretext of
Rbﬂlhwg human mﬂicaa, the enq:eroru Tibe-
“N!Mn. L vi, c. 53, 5k Jur—tkin. ﬂ.;'lihlnu. that

tutr-nﬁﬁmmm had tout mach of it effiect. =¥
'hﬁ"‘ﬁrﬂ‘!ym-uu Tufuntim, Amilracia, w &e. &

&- i Cleera (Actio 1, O 43, ﬂ ﬂ'lluml].
ﬁ.@ﬂqﬂhﬂnm of Juvenal,
_I 51.

?r‘-i
__I



58 THE DECLINE AND PALL
cuap, riusand Claudinssuppressed the dangerous power:
L gf the druids:' but the priests themselves, their
_and their altars, subsisted in peaceful ob-
scurity till the final destruction of paganism.®
atfome  Rome, the eapital of a great monarchy, was
incessantly filled with subjects and strangersfrom
every part of the world," who all introduced
and enjoyed the favourite superstitions of their
native country,” Every city in the empire was

g he pnigef s ocett
‘Sometimes ~ erpoted %0
check this inundation of foreign rites. The
Egyptian superstition, of all the most contempt= |
ible and alject, was frequently prohibited ; the
temples of Serapis and Isis demolished, and their
worshippers banished from Rome and Italy?
But the zeal of fanaticism prevailed over the cold
and feeble efforts of policy. The exiles re-
turned, theproselytes multiplied, the temples were
vestored with increasing splendour, and Isis and.

o -

1 Speton. in Clood—Plin. Hist. Nat. xxx, L
® Pulloutier Mistolre des Celies, tom, ¥, p 250-257. !
® Seneca Consilat, ad Helviom, p Th  Edie. Lips, | =
® Dicmysiun Wallesen. Antiquitst. Boman, L i 51e
llp the year of Hame 701, the temple of Iniv and Serugpiis wB
wu’_mmur the sennte {Dion Cassius, 1. 31,'p. 5506
i even by the bands of the comuul (Valerius Maximus, 1,3). Al
tbr the digth of Camar, it was restored, at the publie expence (Dieny
L ahvil, p 300, When Augustus wa in Egypts bo roversd the
majesty of Serspin (Dios, L3, p. 64733 but in the Pomeriem of
Home, and o mile round It, he prohibited the worship of the Egre
tian gode (DHon, L 15, p. 679, L liv, pe. T35k  They remaingd, how:
::u:g;:-hmwmm {Ovid. de Art, Amand. L Dy
F x muccessor, (il the justics of Tiberius was proveked
to soie iz of severily. ?hmjml- U, 85, Joseph Anth

yuit, I avhi; o 3h
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Sﬂrapa at length assumed their place among the cﬁnr

Roman deities" Nor was this indulgence a ™

departure from the old maxims u!‘ggmmqm
hthemrutﬂgﬂﬂfthﬂmw '
m’-

and Esculapius had been invited by sole
bassies ;7 ﬁﬂ was customary to tempt. the
pmtﬂutun ni" lmieged cities, hjr tha pmmlse of

the common h::nph: ut" her suh_;ects und thf:
dom of the city was bestowed on all the gods of +
. ‘ '. - I . :

ﬁélll citizens, had checked the fﬂrtune, nnd !mst—

ened the ruin of Athens and Sparta. The
aspiring genius of Rome sacrificed vanity to am-

bition, and deemed it more prudent, as well as
honourable, to adopt virtue and merit for her
mﬂm they were found, mungslum
or strangers, mmkmﬂt barl:qnms. Du.rmg
the mast flourishing era dFﬁp Athenian ¢
monwesalth, the number of citizens g

creased from about thirty * to ﬁmtj-ﬂw’nﬁﬂ-

ol

!Tmunhnlniﬁ#hni.'p-ﬂnduﬂnmg&. Tam in-
“lined w anribute Uveir etablidiment to the devotion of the Fiavian

" See Livy, 1, 1 and xxix.
hlﬂ!:mrnm. Liily % He gives us a form of evocas
‘limn-!mmumﬁ-,pu. i.nanLtl p.ll.'i.

Mmmﬂ. The Orbis Romanus of EEWM
beim is n epanplats epsplets blstory of the progrossive admisjon’ ol Latium,
ltaly, aud the provinces, to the freedam of Home,

® Hermdotus, v, §7. It should secm, howewer, Mhﬁﬂml
& large and popalar estimation.

ES




il If. on ﬂu‘ mnu'nry, we stn.df the gjm'wth

the Roman republic, we may discover, that,
notw: anding the incessant demands of wars
lntl mlnmen, the citizens, who, in the: first cen-.
sus of Servius Tullius, amoumted to 0o more.
than eighty-three thousand, ‘were multiplied, he-
Mthh:mam of the social war, 1o the
number of four h:mnlreﬂ and sixty-three thou-
sand men, ahlc o e l];l memrnm,nf

‘ﬁ mﬂnqml iy 3 gt e '_ e
senate, indecd, wuferrcd the Lhmm: of arms th fn.
rnominions muu-mmm The Samnites and l.ly

Lucanians paid paid the severe pmnltj of their rash= !

mess § but the rest of the Italian states, as m
successively returned to theéir duty, were ad

ted into the bosom of the republic® ‘and soon
Mﬂﬂ%ﬂpuﬁhnm Us-
der a democratical government, the citizens ¢
‘ercise the powers of sovereignty ; and (th
pdwerlwiﬂheﬁmtﬂ]mﬁed amia{thﬂml'dsm
rfthcymccrmmltted t&m wwielid) mﬂﬁtm‘h'

M. dv Besailirt, "'—.-,-':*;'-- 3 y ;
« Appinn. e Bell. Civil. L I Ti:ll!!.u.n Pateveulis, ), ll,lt-]‘p“l
1T,
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uf. *g? oot
Angvmus,gmdal b ]
dignity of the Roman mlme{nm?s ﬂM Hm
mgg:rum tﬂyw&h i

ﬁi‘m hazsi-i"ni'- [|'|-c-n||5.1it.ur'.'tdnh Itul';:n Tl nee
. birth, or at least the l’t‘ﬁilhl‘ll"i of the Empw ors
~and themﬁ The éstates of the Tialians

s T -"-"
CTE0L

nicipal 'mr[mmtiniis, f-::-rmbtl after the perfe
model of the cupitn]: were intrusted, lmdm' the
_immedinte eve of the supreife péwer, with the
“execution of the laws. From the foot of the

- Alpn mﬂarext.rermt_v of Calabria, all the natives
J Wi Fm mw:éns nrl']tume_ 'I‘ﬁg“-

e, '...1.“.. I'I:!tdblr!m! t have poe third of |

-"h.;:'m.‘__ ity ew Flin. 1. vi, rp.m The

o ik Sicé tha reigo of T

‘muﬁiuﬁwmw DA, w’ﬂ
E 4
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. her 2 sons. Had she always confined the

m

wn of Romans to the ancient families
the walls of the city, that immortal name:

would have been deprived of some of its noblest

ornaments, Virgil was a native of Mantua; Ho.
race was inclined to doubt whether he should'
call himself an Apulian or a Lucanian; it was in
Padua that an historian was found worthy to re-
cord the majestic series of Roman victories. The
patriot family of the Catos, emerged. from Tus-
culum; and the little town of Arpinum claimed
the doublc honour of producing Marius and Ci-
cero, the former of whom deserved, after Ro-"

mulus and Camillus, to be styled the third

founder of Rome; and the lntter. after saving,
his nm’h‘yﬁ'umthﬁflmgm of Catiline, enabled
her to mntmd with Athens for the palm of Elu-

The prm-uwu of thr. empire (as they lumn
been described in the preceding chapter) were
destitute of any puhhr: force, or cunst;tuﬂnnll
freedom. In Etruria, in Greece,” and in Gaul,"

1twnstheﬁrstmeufthemmdmlvzthm '

dangerous confederacies, which taught mankind,

that as the Roman arms prcvnila‘ﬁbydwmun,

-mmgﬁﬂmm-mmhnrm
tha clrarmt ind most comprehimelve view of thm‘
the Cenar, i

* Bee Pausanias, 1. vii. mlﬂn Mﬂm*
mudﬂnﬂnumlﬂiﬂ,whm mqmu“muw

lmmmm E mnum-u- |

thio nssemblies of Gaad

tempts, with mr“!
- -ﬂhdndri’luﬁmﬂ du:

1a Momarchie Francoise, 1, §, & 4.
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they might be resisted by union. Those princes, cuar,
* whom the ostentation of gratitude or generosity "
permitted for a while to lmght Fﬂﬂﬂml %
tre, were dismissed from their thrones, as soon as
they had Mmﬂmm f
shioning to-the yoke the vanquished na
The free states and cities which llnr.i emhranul.
thumufnmne,wm ewarded wit

exercised by the ministers of the H‘.‘I]lt.l‘: M:tl uf
and thntauqmmy was a.lanlntc.

pdnﬂ: and ub-ed:em:e -::i' Ttuh', were exten ded o
the most distant conguests. A nation of Romans
was gradually formed in the provinces, by the-
double expedient of introducing colonies, and of
admitting the most faithful and deserving of the
prwmcmlu to the freedom of Rome,

% Wheresoever the Roman conquers, he in-fobmies
¢ habits,” ﬁawmmnmur hem'
confirmed by history and experience.. The ns-'""™
tives of Italy, allured by pleasure or by interest,
hastened to enjoy the advantages of victory: and
we may remark, that about forty years after the
reduction of Apn. eighty thousand Romans were
massacred in one day, by the cruel orders of
Mithridates." These voluntary exiles were en-

llﬂnhﬁnﬂm sad Helviam, e. &

* Memana apud Photjum, e 3L Valer. Mazim. (2% “Plutarch
snd Dign Cassivsimwell the massicrn ta 150,000 ciirens. Busdl
mwmmmuumm-ﬁﬁm o

]



. ‘H‘H- |

llmumt par‘t in the occupations of

e, agriculture, and the farm of the re-

But after the legions were rendered pee-
ent by the emperors, the provinces were.
'pﬁ'lph_-d liy a race of soldiers; and the veterans,
“hethm'lhef « 'ﬂ‘d_}h& reward of their service
sin land or n 'lmnl’& with thelr

ﬁnnihu. ifi the emmtr]r where they hind honour-
ably spent :'!mr muth Thmughnut I.he empire,

hutmnm rticularly | i e L thel-

=, were '.r_ﬁt-.»enid for the establis
colonies : some of which were of a civil, dnd
others of o military nature. In their lu'ume_pf
and Whﬂ_f. the colonies formed a 1
'ﬂﬁlh‘aﬁ‘eﬁiﬂﬁm of their grent parent; and ﬁ
‘were soon endeardd (o the natives Ly the ties of
{ﬁmpmg;nmng. they effectunlly diffuseda.
reverence for the Roman name, and o dee:i;_r, .1
~which was seldom digappointed, of uhm-ing,
dire fime, its honours and advintages.
mumicipal cities insensibly equalied the mnk arﬂ
splenidour of the colonies; and, in - the reign of
Hadrian, it was disputed which was the 3
'Jﬂl,cuuditm, of those soeietics which had m
which had been received into,

M Ihnrigl;td'ﬂw
hna.umm-mmmmm : E*H‘-

l,,_]!ﬂ'_‘tﬂ'ﬂr ‘Ukiester, Gloncoster, and mr'ﬁpfm L
chacd of Cirtoeesas, - 36, sl Whitaker's Hisweyof
e Py - fyo

Th . :
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oF -m! ROMAN EMPIRE. g_
r ' mﬁen to winnh rlul'.. .

e any pub l:r‘ gervice, or Ih&'p'a}t‘d un]r personal
ln]ents, were mwnrdid w:th a prcsenh whnae

s i

r:lhr hur;l Licen 1u*=tmmd on the grt'ﬂter numbel

nftln-lr subjects, it was still accompanied with
“very solid advantages.  The bulk of the people
ntqmmd, with that title, the benefit of the Ro-

gmn Iuwn, pa.n.iqulprly in the mtmﬁtmg articles

mnﬁ,pﬁl. il
'-Mhhhﬁnmi,pﬂhﬁ--ﬁt
# Tucit, Annal. o7, 23, 98, Histiv, T4 =
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'rlnm

‘were the Romans of the i
pflanguage over national manners, that it
theis mm serious care to extend, with the prq-

Wufth&w arms, the use ufthﬂ]..nt.mtunguﬁ?‘
P> The ancient dialects of Italy, the Sabine, the
Etruscan, ﬂ.l:lﬂ the fenehnn, sunk into nhliﬂnq‘l
but in the provinces, the East was less docile.

than the West, to the voice of its victorious pre-

ceptars. This obyious difference marked the

two mhnsqummﬁmﬂﬁﬂ of

'\

which, though it miumm‘

mmhd ifurmg the meridian splendour of”

sperity, became gradually more visible, as thg 1

shades of might descended upon the Roman worl

The western countries were civilized h}'tlleﬂmp
hands which subdued them. As soon as the

barbarians were reconciled to obedience, their

mﬁrlrgmqm"gdwj-m impressionsofknow-
ledge and politeness.  The language of Virgil

and Cicera, thongh with some ineyitable mixs {

ture of corruption, was so universally ndﬂph'.flf; =

Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, and P

that the faint traces of the Pumic or Celtic i
oms were preserved only in the mountains, of
Imu;t.hn peasants.®  Edueation and Etudj' m-

r-mmpmm.n Amummmmﬁ
Lipaivm de prommacistions Lingus Latine, e 3 0

* Apulelus ard Augustin will apwwer for Afvica § fitrabo fﬂrlﬂ '
and Gaul g Tacitos, in the life of Agricals, for Britain ; and Vil

leiys imuhurwl*mnmu To m"mﬁimhhﬂ [

af the Inscri

* The mm:—mammuwﬂnﬂq :

wall, aod Armorica, W4 imay obmerve, that Apuleiuy reproaches @
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sensibly inspired the natives of those countries m:t"
mththemtimanuufﬂw mdltnlygnve
fashions, as well as laws, tﬂhﬂ'mlﬂ*ﬁ-
‘cials. They solicited with more nﬁnmf.

obtained with mm t.hg reedom and

was very dsﬂ‘erent from thnt of the hm‘bm‘m:s.
The former had been long since civilized and
m@ﬁ. m}hﬂl tﬂnﬁﬁiﬁmiﬂ;ﬂb

ﬂhpt any ﬁ:melgu mst:tuhmn i )
the prejudices, after they had lost the ﬂrtues.
of their ancestors, they affected to despise the
unpolished manners of the Roman conguerors,
whilst they were cumpclled to respect their su-
perior wisdom and power.' Nor was the influ-
ence of the Grecian language and sentiments con-
fined to the narrow Himits of that once celebrated
country. Their empire, by the progress of co-
lonies and conquest, lmﬂlmmﬂfnledm:he
Hm to the Euphrates and the Nile. Asia

African youth, who lived amenyg the popdlace, with the use of the
Punic; whilss he bad almost forgot Geeek, and neither could por
would sprak Latin (Apaleg. o 5961 The grester part of St Austin’s
congregniions wure sirsngers o the Punke - {

* Spain alone produced Columells, the Seaseas, Locan, Marthl,
and Quintitian,

* Thers in not, 1 believe, from Dionysius to Lilanissy 3 single
Greek erltle who meutions Virgll or Horsce, Theyueemn |gnoan
ihat the Romany lusd any good writers,



h Greek cities, and the long reign
sdonian kings had introduced a silent

n into Syrin and Egypt. Tn their pomps 1

~ ous courts those princes united the elegance of

" "Athens with the luxury of the East, and the m-.r]

ample of t[:e'mu:rb was imitated, at an humble |

distance, by the higher ranks of their subjects.

Mmmwﬂm@wum- J

pireinto the Latin and Greek languages. To

these we may add a thir istinetion fwthnhndj

"he use o £ theie ancient dialects, by seclbiding |
them from the commerce of | mankind. checkedt
the improvements of those "barbarians.! T
slothful effeminacy of the former exposed th i
to the eontempt ; the sullen ferociousness of 1
Iatter excited the aversion of the COTUErors.
']Ihnumnnm had submitted to the Romam
power, wﬁyuﬂmdnntd or deserved the
freedom of the city ; and it was remarked, that |
mMWuhMMMtMyfmelu «l,
afier the ruin of the Ptolemys, before
Egyptian was admitted into the senate of Rome*-

Generst 1t s 0 just, thnughmhmmmﬂmﬂﬁ- 2

Wmuq Rome was herself subdued by the arts of 1:
mﬂm unmm-tnl writers who mu

=y " “
 The exiebius mahrmm-mnupm lMM -

tots, six. pl g, Bk mmmmmd#ﬁﬂnﬂhpﬁ‘{
e

-m-n-m,t. 1975,
ander the reiga of Whlﬂ-
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tion in Italy and the western provinces. But the cmar.
elegant amusements of the Romans were notsuf- "
fmdtumtﬂfemwiththwawnﬁmnﬁﬁn
licy. “’h:lntheylukmwladgvd he charms of

l'unui_*r, as lhe nm.urui ldlmn of aﬂt‘nm i.lu! Intmr
n!!.hi, Iugu] -.huhc:tuf puhlu actions. Those

i Hhern.l ‘education, w hu was at once a s{mngﬂr
to the Greek and to the Latin language.

It was by such institutions that the uan'nus of Blavesy
the empire.insensibly melted away into the Ro-
man name and people.  But there still remained,
in Lthe _ ,Jppuvm. and of every fa-
of men, who mﬂnml‘_(
ﬂ;ewﬂght, without shanng the be of so-
cicty. In the free states of antiquity, the do-
s were exposed to lewamm&rfgmr

itism.. - The perfect settlement of  the Their

Roman mpﬁmpmdml by nges of violence W
and rapine. ‘The slaves consisted, for the most
part, of hnrhm-m.nwﬁii?, !.nkcu :;_: thousands

¥ Sk Vlerlga Muximus, L i, e 8n & mwmm&-
Uifrznilisml an aminems Groclan for mmﬂmmﬂtﬂ'—lﬁh s

"M#mumm Suewolus in Clogds e 16,




+ b |
o4 TWE DECLINE AND FALL
cuar. by the chance of war, purchased at a vile price;*
LW to a life of independence, and im-
to break and to revenge their fetters.
“Against such internal encmies, whose desperate
instirrections had more than once reduced the
republic to the brink of destruction,* the most
severe regulations,” and the most eruel treat-
ment, seemed almost justified by the great law
of self-preservation. But when the principal na-
tions of Europe, Asia, and Africa, were
under the laws of one. sovereign, the source of
foreign supplies flowed with much less abimdance,
and the Romans were reduced to the milder, but
more tedious, method of propagation. In their
pumerous families, and particularly in thﬁj‘
eountry estates, they encouraged the marriage of
their slaves. The sentiments of nature, the ha-
Bits of education, and the possession of a depend-
ent species of property, contributed to alleviate
the hardships of servitude® The existence of 8
slave became an object of greater value ; and
though his happiness still depended on the tem-
per and circumstances of the master, the huma-
pity of the latter, instead of being restrained by

Ehhnqilmﬁunmmﬂdm:m and u alavE
for four drschmm, or abeut thrve ehillings. Plutarch i Lucalle
S 0 .
» Diodorus Sienlus in Belog Hist. . xxais and eyl Flaras, Fy
19, 2.

b See 8 remarkable instanes of sevarity in Clogro in Verrem, v 3t

* See in Gruter, amd the other collectors, 8 groat urnber ‘of 8-
m“whuﬂﬂmn.m
masters, &e.  They are all, most frobshly, of the imperial age.
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fear, was encouraged by the sense of his own in- CHAP.

terest. Thepruymﬂmwmmud
by the virtue or policy of the emperors ; and by

aBjEﬂt * “ J nkil . m.] .I r iur-. ':' ..
: ' [he ﬂﬂ'ﬂ. a power long E!H
W abusied, was ..:'_-.J nutnrpnvnte

| su'hterr-.ml ous ;msnm were l"m' fehed
upon a just éomplaint of intolerable Lmatment,

the injured uh;nimdnl.thu his deliveranc,
or a less eruel % S “‘”"""!l‘ e BT

ﬁm, was nnt demed to tIu: Romun sl ve ; and 3

if e had any opportunity of rendﬂnng himself
eitheruseful or aprecable, he might very naturally
expect that the diligence and fidelity of a few
years would be rewarded with the inestimable

glﬂ: of frecdom. TEH.! benevolence of the master

was 50 [Fequently prompted by the meancr sug-

it muu nnmnn' to mwm

n e aund 1mdmungm&hmgrm'rnﬂlj:f.

rht ¢ te into o very dangerous abuse.®
H ﬂ:ﬂi [ mﬁfm of ancient jurisprudence, that a
shwve had not any :.uuntrv of his own; he acquired
with Lis liberty an admission into the political
society of which Lis patron was a member. The

* meo e Augustay Hlstory, und llilkh-rmhn of M. de Durigny,
W Cwplume of the Acadmny of Daseriptions, i]lml the

"‘Nlllhﬂhhmmﬂﬂ.lmﬂ'ﬁ de Buiigny, i the 3Tth weg
fmr, e the Banen freadmen.
voL. L ¥

l.hee:ﬁqts HHM wmmm )



Nuniberia

of the Roman city to amcd _
r o I‘Iﬂuﬂlﬂ multitude. Some ! L ]
ptions were therefore provided ; and the

ﬁmmrahlc distinction was confined to l’lltg:!i
slaves ml;r,u.fnrjuuu.nuses, undwﬂihuqq— W
prnbnnmd’fthn I ate, should receive @

l{egni manumission. Even' these
11msun frﬂ iimen uhtulncr! no murﬂ ‘thu.n the prf'.

mﬁhthe tlle merrt or furtunu of thrir s, ¥
liewise were esteemed umworthy of a sent il
the senate : nor were thie traces of a servile ofies j
gin allowed to be completely abliterated till the
third or fourth gencration.’ Without destroying
the distinction of ranks, n distant ;n'uspmt of
frecdom and bonours was presented, cven @ 5
those whom pride and prejudice alétliueﬂ:-:l].«n':iiﬁv y
to number among the human species. -
Itwnontepmpnseﬂwdlmumm daves
hvnpomﬁm‘&u]nt but it was justly apprehende
that there might he some danger in aequainting
them with theic own numbers.s "i'i"'thuut T
terpucting, in their utmost strictness, the. "'“:'
: d‘ lemum and mynmk,* w

* Spanivelo, n.mhmu.c.w.p.m.ﬁw' Ol
& Semera do Clomgneid, Ll e 8h The 'ﬂﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁlﬁ 2
* Quanium perivelum inningren o] see] - pumTrane, now ol
w plasnn®™ i "
b See Pliiy (Rt ¥atur. L' !
Ll pu 2780 The labser
(repsrding Homans whes poesed,
and even twenty thoomnd slaves.
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venture to pronounce, that the proportion of cHAP.
slaves, who were valued as property, wasmore e
considerable than that nfm Ihcmbe
computed mﬂyﬁ mm’ 'Ihpgﬁndf

ed in the arts

! sk;]l and talents.‘

emuﬁm, mther hl.mral‘ or mechamuﬂ

were mutnplud lwwud thl.. mnurplmn uf mn-

dern lu:uu'y It ‘llr’Bl mm'c l'xuil;IlL lErE mt.m.st of

i*!I'E cmplmﬂ as t‘he n:lm sst and most luk

ous instruments of agriculture. To l:unﬁrm the
general observation, and to display the multitude
of slaves, we might allege a variety of’ particular
instunces.. It was discovered, on a very me-
lancholy occasion, thet four hundred sloves were
maintained in a palace of Rome* The
same number of four hundred belonged to on
estate which an Al‘rmm&w ﬁ@wm

m‘mﬁmmmm mmu.mmnﬁat&ur
it wot m awelfth part of the jahskitare. Messange Reclierrhes

munpumﬁ;au .

& & Jearnod slave wold for many hundred pounds stecling : A
tims always bred sod ‘taught them bimself Cormel.  Nepos in
Vik e 10

* Alumy of the Reman physicians were slaves. hmm_‘l
Diaseriation and Vefence.

# Thelt ranks and oflces .umm-mmﬂhyhg
narine de Servis

| ®gcis. Annal, xiv, AS. They were all executed far wol prevent-

' re
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AN under the reign of Augustus, tl
< his fo nhnﬂsuﬁ‘emigrentlnmmthn
» ‘wars, left behind him three thousand six hun r
Iﬂkﬂﬂfmm hundred and ﬁ.ﬂ? thousand.

head #;Mﬂﬂwm ‘what was alm_

‘the deseription of mam tho
sand one hundred and sixteen ﬂn\rﬂ.’ L

Papulotis- The Ilul'-llht of it J t

l'l'l"lﬂ uf ﬂ“hﬂ
mr:fm' of sl o &

gree oi’m:cum:ry as the importance of the objeck
wanld deserve. Weare informed, that “llen 1
emperor Cludius exercised the office of censor =
bie took mm account of six millions nine hundred
and forty-five thousand Roman citizens, whey,
with  thie proportion of wonsen and children,

must have: ! to about twenty niillions
of souls. The multitude of subjects of an
inferior rank, was uncertain and fluet
1:a0 n.ﬂ‘u‘tdgiﬁng with attention m’
stance which could influenee [ﬂg
scems probable, that there ﬂlst(ﬂ, m the
of Claudm!h about twice ﬂmypmvmc

ages
number fﬁ“ﬁw’ﬁﬂq inhabitants of the
ﬁaﬂd.. Tlu: total smount urth&i“ﬁwfm

o 1 346, Tdic. Dilphin,
¥ $lim. T Nalse, I yaxi, §5.
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lation which possibly exceeds that of modern cmr
Europe,t mdformthemmbw society
thﬂhnseverbeentmmdundﬂﬂmmﬁmm
ufgnmmment.ﬂ o

ERmAumsRE

B 4

the extremities; the collection of the revenue,
or the administration ut‘jw;iqe, enforced by the

_}ecl.s inclined to. e hd..ﬂl{:-ll., illnugh mmpnhe of
frecdom. But the obedience of the Roman world
was uniform, voluntary, and permanent. The
vanquished nations, blended into one great peo-
ple mﬁgned the lope, nay even the wish, of

ﬂ}ﬂﬁ Q_nﬂﬂmmlmc and scarcely con-
mlcredthﬂrm xistence as distine fm!“lht
existence of Rome. The ¢ d anthority of
ﬂmumperurnpcrmdedmthnutm -Aort the w
umng&eir dominions, and was exercised with
the same on the banks of the Thames,
or of the L s on those of the Tyber, The

* Qomyprate twenty millione jn - France, twwiop-swogin  Germany,
four i Bupgary, ten by Dialy, wih it i, wight (0 Gres Aritdin
mnd Erebind, cight in Spein aud Portigl, oebvor” teelve in oy -
ropeadi Bossta, stk in Peland, slx in Greees and Turker, fopr fn Swe-
ﬂﬂﬁ’.ﬁ h‘_ Penpinrk ond Nermar, fur' ln the IJI‘I' Uotinkries.
m'ﬂ"lﬂmm to ane bomilred and five, orone hundped
andd seven millihe.  Bem Vallaiee, de Hivtolre Generale xa

P33 -



maonm-
menis

Many of

%&r.‘.ﬂ e =y
DECLINE AND AL
5 *m;t destined Lo serve against the public
nemy. and the civil magistrate seldom required
the aid of a military force” In this state of ge-
neral security, the leisure as well nsupuluncﬁ'.huth
of the prince and people, were devoted toimprove
and to adorn the Roman empire.

~ Among the innumerable monuments of archi-
tecture constructed by the Romans, how many
have escaped the notice of history, huw few Iumt
resisted the favages of time
yet even the mﬁﬁﬁhﬁm mu:emt
over ltaly and the provinces, would he suiﬁcﬁ"lﬂ:
to prove, that those countries were once the seat
of a polite and powerful empire. Their greatness
alone, or their beauty, might deserve our attens
tion ; but they are rendered more interesting, by
two important circumstances, which connect the
agreeable history of the arts with the more use-
ful history of human manners. Many of those
works were erected at private expence, and ql-
mast all were intended for public benefit.

It is natural to suppose, that the greatest uul:'q';

Il"""““‘“'!mer, as well as the most considerable of the Ro-

od at pri-
VAL X

man edifices, wnrermdhythﬂempemrs.wh
possessed so unbounded a command both of nwi
and money. Augustus was accustomed to boast
that he had found his capital of brick, and that
he had left it of marble! The strict E’Eﬂﬂﬂ]!l}"‘

¥ Jasopb. de Bell, Judgien, 1. 4, e 36, Mﬂnﬂ'%ﬁ .

ather of the Mhmmmﬁﬂlmm i
* Suetun, i Avgint, e 26 Augustiis biilt in Home the it
andt forim of Mars the Avenger the wmple of Jupiice Towes inghe

umalr‘
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of Vespasian was the source of his magnificence. CHAP,
ThewnﬁsﬂfTrqnnhutMMpufhhg&mm
nius.  The public monuments with which Ha-
dﬂnadnmademy mnﬁb:anﬁn.wm

spirit tu cunceive, nnd we ulth to aecomplishy the
noblest undertakings, Scarcely had the pmml
structure of the Coliseum heen dedicatedat Rome,
before the edifices, of a smaller scale indeed, but
of the same design and materials, were erected
for thcua;, ln!lattilr:ﬂpﬂum. of the cities of
The inscription of the
Itupend-m bﬁdge%' Mm ﬂn_;_,h
was thrown over the '

of & ?j Lusitanian communities. W

n with the government of Biihynm
and Pom:ﬁwmm by nio means the richest or
most considerable of the empire, he found  the
cities within his jurisdiction swiving with each

Coplisl 3, thate of Apolle Madatine,“with- #ml—; the partics
af Ui and Linciios 7 the partiess af Livia apd Octavia ;
i the ‘thentre of Marcellos. The dosmiple of the sgvervign was
‘Hemitwknd by Nils ministers and groerals §oemd his friend Agripp et
‘hehbndt Tt the Baasrtil momment of the Pantheon.
' Spe Mailel, Veroos illustrsts. L iv, p 63
F4

‘_ "
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CHAP,

L.

Example

af Herodes
Atticus,

zﬁm;m AND FALL 2.

mymfufaud omamental work, that. |
‘deserve the curiosity of strangers, or the
mﬁd& of their citizens. It was the duty of thl?,
proconsul to supply their deficiencies, to diréet,
their taste, and sometimes to moderate their I
emulation® The opulent senators of Rome and
the provinces esteemed it an honour, and alnost
an obligation, to adorn the splendour of their age

and country; and the influence of fashion ‘ﬂ!l‘,fl... |

-f‘mquentif mqlplmd wan
f&tmwm Iect'Hemdfﬁ }.tilmc anhlh&q

nian citizen, who lived in the age of the Ant
nines, Whatever mught be the motive of hiss ™
his magnificence would hmbaeuwm'lhﬁ; 7

greatest kings.
> Ttu: family of Herod, at least alter it had [lﬂﬂl;. 5

!‘Hﬂmﬂl by fortune, was lineally descended from
Cimon and Miltiades, Theseus and Cecrops,
Facus and Jupiter. But the posterity of so many ‘ |
gods and heroes was fallen into the most abject
state. His grandfather had suffered by the bands 5
of justice, and Julius Atticus, Lis father, lm!!l <=
have ended his life in pn'mrty and contempt, h@

he not discovered an immense treasure buried
mﬂlhmua. the last remains. nfhiupm! E

trimony. Aecording to the rigour of law, the
emperor might have asserted hmclmm.nudtha \

& e the tenth book of Pliny’s Fpistles.  Hiemientions 1“%
img workn, carchel on ushrmdhﬁp. MLMJ
nirw fisrum, nn aquediet and o cmal, bt aslinkbin . gy
Nlre, lnnml-mulﬂunmﬂwnmmw
rhuc sl poyindes bethe e Prosy smd Claudiopoiise and an aguedug
of siarcen miles o length for the tee of Sippoe ‘F
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prudent Atticus prevented, by a frank confession, € ih

the officionsness of informers. But the equitable
Nerva, who then filled the throne, refused to
muepunypm:iit. mmﬂm 0

treasure -ﬁij'u‘ msiﬂcmble for a sml;jnﬂl.
thnt.helmew nuth@' o mdq_h,dhm ﬂ'. ﬂaen,

nplmun, that Atticus lnemlljr uhcﬂzd t!u: em-

Perags, lastmmh ﬂ.wndadl s

ri:x uf the puhluz IIL‘ hml -:-Tntnmml ﬁw is
Herod, the prefecture of the free cities of Asin;
and the young magistrote, observing that the
town of Troas wus indifferently supplied with
water, obtained from the munificence of Hudrian,
three hundred myriads of draclims (abouta hun-
dred thousand pounds) for the construction of a
new aqueduet. Bnt‘h—th:amﬁm u[thnvmh
the charge amounted to more: thin double: the
estimate, and the officers of the reverue began
to murmur, till the generous Attieus silericed
their complaints, by requesting that he might
be permitted to take upon himself the whole
additional expence

* Hadrign afternards made 8 rery eqiltatle regrlation, which
dividell WY troanire. trove Letween the wight “of propeny and that of
-u-p sk Angrust. . 8 .

* Philistrnt. ta Vil Sophist 1. il 5. 548,




CHAP W p:wnptnrs ul'Gmr.-e and ﬂmuhut -
= Dbeen invited by liberal rewards to direct tlwulu-
i repa- cation of young Herod. Their pupil soon became
fation- 5 celebrated orator, according to the mel!ll '
rhetoric of that age, which, confining itsell to
the schogls, disdnined to visit either the forum
or the senate.  He was honoured with the con-
sulship at Rome: but the greatest part of his life
wis spent in a ]'lh'l]ﬂ'lcl-phlL retirement at Athens,

and his ad,m » perpetun _. rrounded

mthmperinﬂtrufurlch nnd
tival* The monuments of his genius have
rished ; some considerable ruins still pn‘seﬂf
the fame ol his taste and munificence : mudnq'
travellers have mensured the remains of the stas
dium which he constructed at Athens. It was
six hundred feet in length, built entirely of
white marble, eapable of admitting the whole
body of the people, and finished mﬁmr]'m
whilst Herod was president of the Athenip’
games.  To the memory of his wife Begllln, he
dedicated a theatre, scarcely to be paralleled in
the empire: no wood except cedar, very curi-
ously carved, was employed in any part of the
building. The odeum, designed by Pmsuﬁ
musical performances, and the rehearsal of new
tragedies, had been a trophy of the vietory of the
arts over harbaric greatness, ns the timbers
employed in the construction mmted dncﬂrdr
the masts of the Persian vessels. Notwithstand:

* Aulus Gelfius, n Noet. Attic Iy % ix, 2, will, 10, m.ﬂ-
Phitmteal p. G686 L

2
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" ing the vepairs bestowed on that ancient edifice citap,

I

by a kingd'ﬂnppam it"‘ﬁﬂﬁtl ﬂlI[un B ST
fﬂlﬂ:

were II‘I!ﬂ]’fﬁl jent 10 exhanst III.H- {reasures.
people of Epirus, Tl‘wﬁallljr, Eutu:m, chtm, nnd

nefactor.®

1o the commonwenlths of Athens and Rome, Mast of
the modest simplicity of private houses announced s
the equal condition of freedom whilst the so-7' 'r-'-l--l‘h"
vereignty of the people was represented in thetic o
majestic edifices designed to the public use;” nnf:ﬁ'fl:.
Wi tﬂhmpnwiuullr cxtm.glliﬂ:bed bRy doch
the introduetion of wealth and
in works of nationa! lionenrar m
mokt wirtuous of the cmperors nl!‘ectaﬁ to dis-
play theie nee. The golden palace of
Nero excited a jiist indignation, but the vast ox-
tent of ground whick had been usurped by Lis
selfish luxury, was more m:rhij' ﬁllnd under llm

* See Philostrat. 1. fi, (- 518, 560 Pauswniss, L i ol vl 100 The

w thistieth volume of the Memales of the Ace-
demy ol § _

* It is partienlariy remerked ol Athens by Diexarchus, de Statn
Girwerie, p. B, inter Giengraphos Minures, edite Hudwim. .



s, th . Claudian portice, sud the temples
“dedicated to the goddess of peace, and to the
gl?nius of Rome? These monuments of arch
tecture, the property of the Roman people, were
adumed‘with the m?w heu.utlﬁ.ll pruﬂunﬁuun
crl"ﬁui&.n verycrﬁwhns!l‘hmymnpm to the:
curiosity of the lmrmrd At a small distance’

hﬁf o qunﬂmnglr, mlo whu:h four tm:m]‘ﬁa >
arehies opened o noble and spacious entrance®
in ‘the centre arose a mlumn ol mnrl_lllr:. wh'_

soldier mnt&mphtéﬂ the ttmjr of his

paigne, and by an easy illusion of na
nity, the ]‘lf:’nccﬂ.ll ntm:n associated himself o
the honours of the triumph. All the other qua
ters of the capital, and ; lli!pmﬂnmuf_
emnpire, were embellished by the same liber
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umphal arches, baths, and aqueducts, all various- tnri_.'r-.

b comdiv o e th dentian,
pleasures of ﬂ_t,&_mﬁt citizen. S0, R nen.
3 i _“.__I_,_ __: at

ErEE L awma

tioned of those edifices de;
by ; . f ;t“-lE; S
salidity of 1, and the uses to

s Pr e '-': i, 5 AT pE s - ..'.‘..I...:Z'.I 4
who, without the light of history, shonld examine
those of Spoleta, of Metz, or of Segovia, would

potent manarch, The solitudes of Asin and
Africa were ance covered with flourishing cities,
whose populousness, and even whose existence,
wais derived from such artificial supplies of o per-
ennial stream of fresh water.?
We !m*._'i."__qumputgd the inhabitants, and cons xoue
templated the public works of the Roman em. 2! st
lline.p The dhservation Pk o ot bl

100 of the number and great. cives of
ness. of its cities will serve to confirn  the former, ™ "™
and to multiply the latter. It may be un.

leasing to collect a few scattered instances rela.
tive to t ﬁr]ﬁ‘tﬁh't, without forgetting, however,

iat, from the vanity of nations, and the poverty
of Tanguage, the vague appellation of city has
been indifferently bestowed on Rome and upon
Laurentum. 1, Ancient Raly is suid to have con- 1 s

5 ol
‘Lhﬂm Plntiguind Fapliquée, tom, iv, ™ i e
:;:nnl hiw compossd 4 yery loirned treatise on tha wueduets of
e,
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ﬂnm mw:lﬂndmﬁ md ninety-seven eiﬂﬂ;

W

] miel
Spain.

Wﬂr era of antiguity the exptq(

t be intended,” there mnutm,ym

to believe the country less populous in the age
of the Antonines, than in that of Romulus. The -
peity states of Latinm were contained within the
metropolis of the empire, by whose superior it
fluence they had been attracted. - Those partsdf
Italy which have so Iunq' lang-mshcd under ﬂ

warsy mld tlm ﬁrnt symptums; al‘ demy
experienced were amply compensated by the
eapid improvements of the C isalpine Gaul. Tl
of Verona may be traced in its remains;
yet Verona was less eelebrated than Aqmlnh "
Padua, Milan, or Ravenna. 11, The spivit of
improvement had passed the Alps, and hemﬂ#
even in the woods of Britain, which were |

dually cleared away, to open a free npncei‘nﬂﬁ; 1
vemient and elegant habitations. York was the
seat of government ; London was aiready e -,-,fﬁ.'".
ed by commerce ; and Bath was celebrated for
the m]utnq*aﬂ'ecu of its medicinal waters. Gaul
¢ of her twelve hundred cities ; © antd
mthe northern parts, many of theis,
excepting Paris itself, were little mon

t]mu thc mli&andimpurfﬂct townships of o s
ing people, the southern prm imitated q_'

; '#h.mﬂhh‘l’lﬂlpﬁmﬁ-ll- Wu—th— uu:n_r-:ﬂ
. Ormen, L fr, ¢ 1L

" Sonephs e Betl, Jud. 1, 16, ﬁmm.mhdﬁq

o, unid shoeld be received with a degres of latitede.
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wealth and elegance of Italy® Many were the CwAP:

cities of Gaul, Marseilles, Arles, Nismes, Nar-__
boune, Thoulotse, Bourdeaux, Autun, Vienna,
Lyons, Langres, and Treves, whase ancient con-
dition might sustain an equil, and perhaps ad-
vantageons eomparison with their present state!
With regard to Spain, thntmuntryﬂuumheﬂn
ﬂmm“mm nru ingdor

.’!.ml_'mn and Iw superstition, hur prldi? ht
possibly be confounded, if' we required snr.'h n
fist of mmmwdh as Pliﬂr
hus exhibited under the reig e

i1, Three hundred Afvican cities had  on,
knowledged the nuthnﬂt}’ ni' Cnrlh.tl.ge' nor ‘&
it likely that their numbers diminished under the
administration of the emperors : Carthage itself
rose with new splendour from its ashes ; and that
eapital, as well as Capua and Corinth, soon re-
covered all the advantages which can be separated

from independent sovercignty. v, The pro- ass

vinces of the Enst present the contrast of Roman
magnificence with Turkish barbasism.  The
ruins of antiquity, scattered over untu‘lﬂﬁlhﬁ
fielils, and ascribed, by ignorance, to the power
of mngic. scarcely afford a shelter to the op-
pressed peasant or wandering Arab. Under the
reigirof the Ciesars, the proper Asia alone con-

¢ P, Wit Xatr: il &

® Wi B Natu, Gif, 9, 40 i 35 The lia serw anihentis
and apeurate-+ the divkdon of the provioces, and the difereat condis
o of the eltls, are mimely distinguished.

* Stubon. Goograph, L avil, 1 1188
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il five hundred populons cities," e
all the gifts of nature, and adorned with:
" the refinements of arl.  Eleven utiusuiAxim
‘ance disputed the honour of dedicating a teny ‘_-'
to Tiberius, and their respective mﬂ:ii.s
exammnﬂ..&rthmmﬁm‘ Four of them
to the b
' mm&mwlmmﬂ_
is still dzs]}laved mﬂ,srums Lumlmen ollect

“ ", ‘"“1, "1'%-.4 = 1-:.11—1':.;5- s mmFakl "
i G Face o, a little before the contesed
leguc}' of above four hundred thousand poun

by the testament of a generous citizen.”  1f5

was_the poverty.of Lauodices, what must
been the wealth of those eities, whose clain .
nmlpmfhr&hln, and particularly of ur .
ii-ﬂmyma. and of Ephesus, who so long i
mmmm&utﬂmpr l..-lt-__

“Eg.
'Mnmm:a 10, Philostrat. in Vit. Sop
pe S48, edlf, Olonn S ",
f Tacit. Annak iv, 55 qun_,*uh,.h.h —
mmwmm“ﬂ##
eleven cities of Asin. Seven or wight are tatally destry
_bandicra, mm!m

mthnl'nnhhnenuimﬁnﬂmh
_ﬂ.lJnu.l.'th!u:tl.
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Asia?® Tl;eumhﬁw Egypt held a an&@,
Alexandrin looked down mm mm-nﬂ

 of dependent cities,” and yielded, with reluctance,
mﬁjen"u% n __.ul'. i, o Fl-l“t_"*
All the 1 with each other, pomas

and mmtnl, l:j' th!.lpuhilt: highways, -
wﬂdymﬁmﬁhimmqfﬁmmmd
nated on];r theﬁ'untlmuf the Elnplm Fw

corefolly trace the distance from the wall of An-
tmmna to. Bm Hﬂemm h.l-:-.mmlem.

point of tJm c-mpil:t-, was dmwn mlt to tl:e Iength
of four thousand and eighty Roman miles,’
The public roads were accurately. divided hy
mile-stones, and ran in a direct line from one

* See o DHssectution of M. de Baze, Mean. de I'Academle, gom.
1viii, Aristides pronounced an erten, which is still gazant, to re-
mﬂmmumﬂm -

3 Imm-hlunuurﬂgypt.cmuﬂulr seatnted ta.
weven miillions and w hall uwuum Under the
Mmtdthmi:ﬂ %_-
-mﬂywwgﬂmm:ﬁﬂmﬂw Lo
‘lmﬁ:ﬁmm sarve to eonvey seme |dus of the
‘dreerion uf the road,- ﬂ::‘.!ﬁl distanes batween the priscipal
towne. 1. From the wail of Antoninus to York, 328 Roman miles.
1. Lamdon $27. I, lm# or Sandwich 687. 1v. The wsvige-
tiom 1o Botlogne 45 v. Rhafma 17H +t. Lyons 330 i Mie
lan 8. v Mome Hi . B = The navigs-
then o Dyppachlom 4. a1, ﬁ th, Ancyra $E1L
win Tarsiin 361 o, Antioch 141 =v, Tyro 258, awn Jderu.
nlul"l- T a2 4080 Mamuin, or sm Bugilih mies  See the

by Wsseling, hin snnotations | Gale and Stukely
for Britsin, and M. d"Anvitle for Gaul and Ttaly.

YoL. I 1 G
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cuap. city to another, with very little respect for the
. ghstacles cither of nature or private property.

" Mountains were perforated, and bold arches
thrownover the broadest and most rapid streams.”
The middle part of the road was raised into@
terrace, which commanded the adjacent country,
consisted of several strata of sand, gravel, and
cement, and was paved with large stones, or, i
some places near the copital, with granite.
Such was the solid construction: of the Roman
highways, whose firmness has not entirely yielded
to the effort of fifteen centuries. They united
the subjects of the most distant provinces by
an casy and familiar intercourse ; but their pri-
mary mmmw marchesof
the legions; nor was any country considered as
completely subdued, till it had
in ol its purts, pervious:to -thr:-mlnimﬂw-
ptrﬂihamqm} The advantage of receiv-
ing the earliest intelligence, and of cum-am
their orders with celerity, induced the em
to establish, throughout their extensive dom
uions, the regular institution of posts.® Honﬁ
were cvarywhcn. erected at the distance Dﬁﬁd
five or six miles; each of them was co y A4
provided with forty horses, and, by the help of
these relays, it was easy to trnw.-! anhundui

+ Mantlaneni 1 .&nﬂqﬂﬂ Exgifiquée (toim. ivy Py % 1§ 5l ﬂ. H
described the hridees of Narel, Alesntara, Nismes, &

-fu.fu- Hhmuup.mm&nmﬂnm L Il-
o 1-oH, .

" St il
-mg;pima:_l'mq.:; F‘_u.an. hrﬁuﬂhh'mﬁ
Cheming, b ive  Codex nm,m.'.mu.p.m

with Godefrox's lgariied mmtnt:r:r
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miles in a day along the Roman ronds® The cHAP.
use of mapmmm&ﬁhwhchmd -

bymmprﬁ'm bdli*ﬁlugli

ency of ol ons.* Nur was .- - Navigs-
mmﬁ' “the Roman ernpm.- less free :ml"'"“'

M“l

Itnlr, in the -':Ilrlp-r of ‘an rimiBhee " nonto
advaneed into the midst of that great lake. T'he
' coasts of Iﬂmﬁ'w destitute of safe
Ostin, in |mrhrulur, situate nt ﬂ.lt' nmuth nf ﬂie-
Tyber, and formed by the emperor Clandius,
was an useful momument of Roman greatness?
From this port, which was only sixteen miles
from the capital, a favourable breeze frequently
enrried vessels in seven days to the columns of
Hercules, and, in lﬁnt-ur ten, to Memndrin n

Egypt* i~ £
Whatever evils either M‘WMIM

hﬂﬁw to extensive empire tlp'.' pﬁlif

e 'Inlhmd m-mﬂuﬂhﬁhm
wEnt post from Antioch to Comstantinople.  He begun his journey
at pight, was in Cappdocia (165 miles from Antioch) the ensulng
mwmmnmhihduhiﬂuh&tm
'ﬂl#ihlmum'lﬁl“‘tﬂ miles.  See
Libanius Oret. xxil, and the Tinarar gl - 1
-Hmw.mmnﬂ" pbster, mmde an apology for
muhn wil on the most urgent business, Eplst. 3,

’mlﬁhh”mk iy o AR
* Plin, Histe ¥atie. xix; b

eg



85 THE DECLINE AND PALL
CHAP. : with some beneficial conse-
L o ysnces to mankind; and the same freedom of
i-mmw which extended the vices, diffused
e o likewise the improvements, of social life. In the
Fmpire.  mope remote ages of “antiquity, the world was
unequally divided. The East was in the imme-
marial possession of artsand luxury ; whilst the:
West was inhahited by rude snd warlike barba-
rians, who either disdained agricniture, o o
whom it was totally usknewn, < Under the pro-
tection “of an established government, the pro-
ductions ofhappier climates, and the industryof ©
wore civilized notions, were gradually introduceds
into the wéstern countries of Europe ; and the:
nntives were enconraged, by an dpen and pro-
fitable commerce, to multiply the former, as well
as to improve the latter. It would be almost
impossible to enumerate all the articles; eithor of
the animal or the vegetable reign, which were
successively imnparted into Europe, from Asinand
Egypes® but it will not be unworthy of the dig-
nity, and much less of the utility, of an, his-
torical work, slightly to. toucl on o few of the
Introdue-  prineipal heads. 1. Almast all the flowers, the I
e e, Merbie, and the fruits, that grow in aur]lurquﬂ! !
gmhﬂ.mﬂ foreign extraction, which, in many
cases, it betrayed even by their names: the apple
was a native of Italy, and when the Romans had
tusted the richer flavour of the apricet, ﬂ:epﬂﬁ 1
the ;mmeguuntn. the citron, and the m
-|:hmw e raks ﬂnwd-u muﬂulﬂ 1
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they contented themselves witly applying to-all ciaw.
these new fruits the common denominntion of
apple, discriminating them fram_each other by

the additional epithet of their country. . 2. InTuc vine.
the time of Homery thewine grew wild in the
island of Siefly, and most probably in the adja-
cent cotitinent; but it was not improved by the
skill, nor did it afford a liguor. gratcful to the

-

ijﬂm afterwards, !nI}' could boast, of - the
fourseore most generous and celebrated wines,
more than two thirds were produced from her
sail.s  The blessing was soon commumicated. Lo |
m Inrhann .'-'.. VIl -..'- " __ H \ D intenso
was the cold to the north of the Cevennes, that,

in the time of Strabo, it was thought impossible

to ripen the grapes in those parts of Gaul.*

This difficulty, however, was gradually vanguish-
“eds and there is some reason to believe, that the
vineyards of Burgundy are as okl as the age of
‘the AIIMI 8, The olive, in the western rpe ative. |
world, followed the w.pﬂm-.nﬁ.-nm

it was considered as the ,W
‘after the foundation of Rome, hoth Ttaly and
Africa were strangers to that useful plant; it was
"+ Sue Homer O b i 1. 350
" ® Plin. Hist. Naturo L she. =

& Sicah, Geographs 1o Wy p2EE  The intense cold of'a Gallic win.
ter won almusi wﬂﬂ-ﬂ‘ﬁ B . b iR
o ﬂ-hqlp:.;; of the facirih cemiury, the otor Eumenius
(Paimgysie. Vater. vill, i, editc - wpeenlh Tl 1hn winge Fi the
tereliory of Antun, which sece decuyed thiugh mge, and the it
p -of wirich was twotally unknpen.  The Pagis A sbrignes
is srpposed by 3. 'Anville to be the district of Beaunc, colelumed.
mdpﬂ;:hﬂd-lhlmmhﬁhquﬂ:, 4 i
G 3 =
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CHAP. naturalized in those countries; and at length car”
s ried into the heart of Spain and Gaul. The timid
~ errors of the ancients, that it required a certain:
degree of heat, and could only flourish in the
neighbourhood of the sea, were insensibly ex-
rux.  ploded by industry and experience! 4. The
cultivation of flax was transported from Egypt to

Gaul, and enriched the whole country, however

it might impoverish the particular lands on whick

Artifcial it wos sownf 5. Thewuse of artificial grasses
the provinees, particularly the Lucerne, which
derived its name and origin from Media.®  The
assured supply of wholesome and plentiful food

for the cattle during winter, multiplied the num-
ber of the focks and herds, which, in their turn,
contributed to the fertility of the soil. To all

these improvements may be added, an assiduous:

, attention to mines and fisheries, which, by cme

3 ploying a multitude of laborious hands, serveto
increase the pleasures of the rich, and the sub-

Gemeri  sistence of the poor. The elegant treatise of
Columella describes: the advanced state of the
Spanish husbandry, under the reign of Tiberiuss:
and it may be observed, that those famines, which
so ftequently afflicted the infant republic, were
seldom or never experienced by the éxtensive
empire of Rome. The accidental scarcity, in
n.nj single provinee, was lmnmdmtdjmw

the plenty of its more !‘urmuulghbum, &
*Plin. Hist. Nater. Lwe. ot
* Phin. Hist. Natdr, L

bl
N S
Lz iael



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, e

~Agriculture is the foundation of manufactures, cmar.
since the productions of nature are the materials
of art. Under the Roman empire, the labour of Ar o &

an industrious and ingenious people was various-""""

Iy, hut em the
rich. “their table, their m
and theis ure, the favourites of fortune

uimlmnq mﬁmmtnf mmniency, of ele-

their pride, or rratify their son
refinements, under the odious neme of Im:urr.

have been: mm&mmih;mamumhm of

" mankind, if all possessed the necessuries, and none
the superfluities of life. But in the present im-
perfect condition of society, luxury, though it may
proceed from vice or folly, seems to be the only
means that-can correct the unequal distribution
of property. ‘The: diligent mechanic, and the
skilful artist, who have obtained no sharein the
 division of the earth, recéive a voluntary tax from
 the possessors of land ; and the latter are prompt-
edy by a sense of interest, to improve those
estates, with whose produce they may purchase
milditional pleasures. This operation, the par-
ticular effects of which are felt in every society,
acted with much more diffusive energy in the
Roman world. The provinces would soon have
been exhausted of their wealth, if the nmumfac-
tures and commerce of luxury had not jnsensibly
resl.nrqﬂl:oﬂm industrious suljects the sums which,
were exacted from them by the arms and autho-
[
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CHAP. rity of Rome. As long as themulutmnw )

gonfined within the bounds of the empire, it im-

‘pressed the political wachine with a new degree

‘of activity, and its consequences, sometimes bes

Pareign
trode,

neficial, could never become pernicious. o
But it is no ensy task to confine luxury with-
in the limits of an empire. The mast remote
countries of the ancient world were ransacked to
supply th: pomp and delicacy of Rome, The
S i fm &
- was hrought over land fro the shares of f
the Baltio to the Danube; and the harbarians
were astonished at the price which they receive
ed in exchange for so useless a mmmm]u,#
There was n considerabledemand for. Bahylmﬂ’

carpets and other munufactures of the East; but

the most important and unpopular branch of
forvign trade was corried on with Arabia and
India. Every year, abgut the time of the sums

mer solstice, a fleet of an hundred and twe#

vessels sailed from Myos-hormos, a port of EEH*
on the Red sea. By the Imnﬂmdmw
the monsoons, they traversed the ocean in m

forty days The coast of Malahar, or the island
of Ceylon,* was the usual tedm of their navi
m:r ik ms;hw ‘markets that. the,

ter oty with some himmnr, ﬂut:mf-hhnhﬂ.migﬂ

L
1MM&|‘ #h-tﬁf-!u.mm,u. The lat..

-

ont the sise of mmber,  Nern sent o ot Keight Hﬂmﬁﬁm
q-unwuc-hﬂ- -:-u-imum m dm
M

qu mumﬂku,n:

-

-Illru lhllm
!u:m]}ﬂmtn{ﬂulnﬂ. . J
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merchants from the more remote countries of cHaAP.

Asia expected their arrival. The return of the
fleet of Egypt was fixbd to the months of De-
cember or Junuary; and as soon as. their rich
cargo bad been transperted, on the backs of
camels, from the Red sea to the Nile, and had
descended that river as far as Alexandria, it was
poured, wnhnuidelny,uttn ll:e cnpu.n.l ufme

eplendid and tﬂﬂlng mlhapuundof'

esteemed not inferior in value to a pound ni‘
gold ;™ precious, stones, among which the pearl
claimed the first rank after the diamond ; ", and
a variety of aromatics, that were consumed in
religious worship and the pomp of funerals.
“‘The labour and risk of the voyage was rewarded
with almost incredible profit; but the profit was
. made upon Roman subjects, and a few indivi-
duals were enriched at the expence of the pub-

lic. As the natives of Arabia and India wereGes ans
mmimhm and manufaotures™ "™

che”tynfthm thltlllﬂlamut
of female ornaments the wealth of the state

'Mm*\umtﬂ Stmsba, L xvil.
wmmmpm .I.ilhmml waa conwisdered <2 an o

 wamenmt to a woman, but 8 & degroe o 8 mhn.

*4Phe 1w great pear] fisherlas ware the wime % #t preseni—Omin
enil Capo Comorin,  As well a5 we can eatipare mdml.wmum-iu-n
Toame wia supplied with. diamnonds from the juine uf Ju=

Reogruphy,
telpuer, i Bangnd, which i.rd.gmhuim‘.bc Vopgaes de lmnrnhg.-

vamm. iy 28,
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAR was irrecoverably given away to foreign and hos-

e

felicity.

tile nations.” The annual loss is mmpnmﬂ;
by writer of an inquisitive, but censorious tems
per, at upwards of eight hundred thousand
pounds sterling.? Such was the style of dis-
content, brooding over the dark prospect of ap-
pruﬁl!lliﬂg poverty. And yet iff we compare the

between gold and silver as it stood in
the time of lejr. u.ml as/it-was ﬁxed in tlm uign

'lhE 'IEI#I: reason tnsnp[mse t.hat gold was

become mare scarce it is therefore evident theat

silver was grown more common ; that whatever
might be the amount of the Indian and Arubian
exports, they were far from exhausting the wealth:
of the Roman world; and that the produce of
the mines abnndwlmiy mppiiad the dmnmdsﬂ1
commerce,

Notwithstanding the propensity of mnu.’l:ill'{
to exalt the past, and to depreciate the present,

the tranquil and prosperous state of the empire

was warmly felt, and honestly confessed, by the
provincials as well as Romans. ““They acknow=
“ ledged that the true prineiples of social lifls
“ laws, agriculture, and science, which had been
« first invented by the wisdom of Athens, were
“ now firmly established by the power of Rome,

7Y

* Toeit. Annal ifi, 58 In af Tilerios.

» Plin. Hist. Natur. i, ml?:&wﬁ.ﬁﬁnmﬂlﬁ
that sum | Qubngesties BL 5. for ffis, exclisive of Arabin.
% The proportion, which wad 1'ta 10, and 121, muliﬂﬂﬁ
The tegal velation of  Ser Artn -

eicnt Calmiy "5 -
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“ under whose auspicious influence the fiercest crar,
“ barliarians were united by an equal govern-_ bige

“mmlandmlmgﬂlgm Theynﬁml,

e e i
"mdndnmdhktmmmsegmien, and the

“ 50 mnny nntmnq. fnrgmfui ﬂ‘f their i

% animosities, and delivered from the a[rpnht_n-
“ sion of future danger.””  Whatever suspicions
“may be suggested hy the air nt' ﬁm:ﬂ.dm
clamation, which seems to

sages, the substance of them is perfectly agrm
able to historic truth.

It was scarcely possiblethat the eyes of contem-neciine of
pararies should discover in the publie felicity the ™"
latent causes of decay and corruption. This long
peace, and the uniform government of the Ro-
mans, introduced a slow and secret poison into the
vitals of the empire.  The minds of men were
gradually reduced to the same. level, the, fire
of gepius wah extinguished, and even the mili<
tary spirit.evaporated.  The. natives of Europe
were brave and: robust. Spain, Gaul, Britain,
and Hlyricum, supplied the legions with excel-
lent soldiers, and constituted the real strength
of the monarchy. Theirpersonal yalourremained;
but they no longer possessed that public cou-
rage which is nourished by the love of igdepend-

‘ﬂﬂﬂ’n—rﬁn—w see Piiny (Hist, Natur. iil, 5
J::Hhﬁluuhh. i Tertulhn (e Anin', e 30

‘ L}
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cn AP, em,ﬂm of national honour, the presence
e Of danger, and the habit of command.
Mht'd laws and governors from the will of their
sovereign, and trusted for their defence toa mers
cenary army. The posterity of their boldest
leaders was contented with the rank of citizeéns
and subijects. The most aspiring spirits reum
to the court or standard of the emperors; and
the deserted pmvmreq. d:.pnved of political
nion, insensi ¥ su '_-: . thi!lqh
£ pris L
0f guaics. . The love of |ettﬂrr. nlmnst |mepnntlﬂ&ﬁpﬁ
and refinement, was fashionable among
subjects of Hadrian and the Antonines, who wm
themselves men of learning and curiosity. 1t was
diffused aver the whole extent of their cmpirg;
the most northern tribes of Britons had acquired
a taste for rhetoric; Homer, as well as Virgil
-uq.mnhadmdmdndmtl-elmnksuﬂﬂ
Rhine and Danube; and the most liberal
sought out the faintest glimmerings of
merit.” The sciences of physic and asf
* Heredm Atticus gave the sophisy Poleno abore elght

povnds for thres, doclamitionn.  Ses Phiflsstratel 1 B
lmmimfnnnﬂdlhhﬂ:llﬂmi i whlrli!rn'l_ﬂ

uhmmmmﬂh‘ﬁmm Sq-l.nd-uh
o, iy g 353, wdis Refte Philostrat L i, g 568, Hlat,
i 2L Dion Camsivs, 1 foo, pe 1105, Ssovennl himaslt, in's
-urr.whﬂuwnmﬂmmhﬁw“ it

ey, d'lsl"::m E\v s ¢: -y
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were successfully cultivated by the Greeks; the cnap,
umaumnrw'ﬂi&wﬁngmrﬂm L
are studied by those who have inproved their™
discoveries, and vorrected their errors; but if we
exeept the inimitable Lucian, this m
lence passed wny without havimg produced &
single writer of original genius, or who excelled
in the arts of elegant compasition, The &uthority
of Plito and Aristotle, of Z :
still reigned in the schools; and their AL tﬂﬂ.
transmittéd, with blind deference, from one ge-
ueration of disciples to another, precluded every
gencrous attempt to exercise the POWErs;  or
enlarge the limits, of the human mind. The bemu-
ties of the poets and orators, instead of kindling
a fire like their own, inspired only cold and ser-
© wile imitations; or, if’ any ventured to deviate
from those models, they deviated, at the same
time, from good sense and propricty. On the
revival of letters, the youthful vigour of the ima-
ginntion, after a long repose, national emulation,
a pew religion, new languages, and a new waorld,
calledh forth the genius of Europe. But the pro-
viuﬁwfjmuue trained by an uniform artificial
forcign education, were engaged in o very un-
equal competition with those bold ancients, who,
by expressing their genuine feelings in their npe !
tive tongue, Lind already occupied every place of
bonour. The nume of poet was almost forgotten;
that.of orator was usurped by the sophists. A
cloud of eritics, of compilers, of commentators,
&nrkmed the face-of leurning ; and the decling

of genius was soon followed by the corruption
of tuste.
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

ﬁﬁhﬁme Longinus, who, in somewhat o
later period, and in the court of a Syriun queen,

' ed the spirit of ancient Athens, observes
and laments this degenerncy of his contempora-
ries, which debased their sentiments, encrvated
their courage, nd depressed their talents, “In
&« the same manner,” says he, * as some children
& glwayd remain pigmies, whose infant limbs
# have been too clusely Luuﬁm_d thus our ten-

3 ﬂtﬂl‘mﬂm, or to attain that well-pmpurﬁ’ond

“ greatness which we adhimirve in the ancients;
“ who, living under a popular government, wrote
« with the same freedom us they acted.”* This
diminutive stature of mankind, if we pursue
the metaphor, was daily sinking below the old
standard, and the Roman world was indeed
peopled by a race urplgmim, when the fienee .

- giants of the north broke in, and mended’ the

puny breed.  They restored o manly spirli'llf
freedom : and after the revolution of ten Eﬁ-
turies, freedom hccnmeththnppypnwut ﬂf!ﬂ

and science. e

" k t:il" .

W»mm» A3, 7. 220, edit. Toil Hre, 100, w8

b “Hhmcmjlllﬂnnmh:muuhhhiﬂ'

opastng bis senthments with a minly hohdness, b Lok

nitates them with the mast guarded caution, puts e fnte the midh

of & friend, and, & fir as wo s collect from 8 sucropted tesh |
makes & shew of refuting then hizself,

e E - i
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“of the Antonines.

thority of so ﬁlml!:lnble a magistrate will soon
degenerate into despotism.  The influence of the
clergy, in an age of superstition, might be uscfully
employed to assert the rights of mankind; but
S0 intimate is the connection between the throne
and the altar, that the banner of the church has
very seldom been seen on' the side of the people.
A martial nobility find “stubborn commons, Pﬂ-
Hﬂﬂlﬁ nrms, tenacious of property, and col-
constitutional assemplies, forn the
only m cipable of presérving a free consti-
of an aspiring prince.
E'ﬂ,-rr barrier of the Roman constitution hud""ﬂ“-n
been levelled by ﬂmm ambition "of the dic-re. ©
Aator; every fence had been extirpated by the
cruel huul of the triumvir.  After the victory
of Actium, the fate of the Nomin world
ﬁemdul ot the will of Octavianus, surnamed
Casar, by his uncle's adoption, and afterwards
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cHAP, Augustus, by the flattery of the senate. The
e L was at the head of forty-four veteran
"™ Jegions* conscious of their own strength, and
- of the weakness of the constitution, habituated,
during twenty years civil war, to every act of
blood and violence, and passionately devoted tp
thehmmaECmrf&mmalmthwhﬂ
received, and expected, the most lavish rewards.
The prm mru. lnm; Dppfﬂﬁ&-&d by the ministers
) Ly Sl 10 OV EITEICT] Df'. o

.m:phce ni' those pr:.‘tt} t}-ﬂms
of Rome, viewing, with a secret pleasure,
bumiliation of the aristocracy, demonded
bread and public shows, and were supplicd wi
botii by the liberal hand of Avgustus.  The rieli
and polite Italians, who had alinost nnwersnﬁ' '
mlllmdtha philosophy - of Epicurus, enjoyed
af t:a.lel:l»dtmunqu.llhlt,_v_,t'.= nd
suffered not the pleasing dream to be interra
by the memory of their old tumultuous freedom.
With its power, the senate had lost its dignitys
many of the most noble families were extinet.
The republicans of spirit and ability Imlw
i the field of battle, or in the proscription. |
MQMWI;M been designedly
left open for a mixed multitnde of more than 8
thousand persons, who reflected  disgrace upon
their rank, instead of dunrh:g honour from i}
" Oroslug, vie I g ;-r!
* Orasiuz,
 Juthus
e 7T e m:':"’m Erec—4
still more seandalous afler hly death, ¢ Ao

J
4

o .
Ll
4
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"The reformation of the senate was one of the cHAP.
first steps in which Augustus laid aside the ty- .
rant, and professed himself' the father of his coun- He reforme
try. He was elected censor; and, in concert™ “"*
with his faithful Agrippa, he examined the list of
the senators, expelled a few members, whose vices
or whose obstinacy required a public example,
persuaded near twh&ndmimmt the shame
the qualification of a senator hmhnut tenthousand
pounds, created a sufficient number of patrician
families, and sccepted for himself the honour-
able title of prince of the senate, which had
always been bestowed, by the censors, on the
¢itizen the most eminent for his honours and ser-
vices® But whilst he thus restored the dignity,
kie destroyed the independence of the senate. The
principles of a free constitution are irrecoverably
lost, when the legislative power is nominated by

Before an assembly thus modelled and pre- Resigns vt
pared, Augustus pronounced a studied oration, /7
which displayed his Imtnotiﬂu,*l.lw&
ambition. « Fe lamented, yet excused, his past
“ gonduet.” Filial piety had required at his
% hands the revenge of his father’s murder; the
“ humanity of his own nature had sometimes
“ given way to the stern laws of necessity, and
* to a forced connection with two unworthy cols
“ leagues: as long as Antony lived, ﬂle republic

_*“Lﬁpdﬂ. Suctonlus In Anpn e 55
VOL- L . H
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crap. < foflied him to abandon her to a degenerate Ro
UL g, and a barbarian queen.  He was now at
e "« liberty to satisfy his duty and his inclination.
@ He solemnly restored the senate and people to.
« gl their ancient rights; and wished only to
« mingle with the crowd of his fellow citizens;
« and to shave the blessings which he had obs
« gained for his country.”™ ; "
1;';::; Tt wonld require the pen of Tacitus (if Tacitus
rewame It haﬂm*_ _. L=l 4 d , 3 !h'ETﬂ_'.
wet 9 g emotions of the. senntes those that. werc
m"w. and those that were affectedi It
was dangerous to trust the sincerity of Augustusy
to seem to distrust it, was still more dangerous,
The respective advantages of monarchy and &
republic liave often divided speculative inguirers;
the present greatness of the Roman state, the
cormuiption- of manners, and the licence of the
saldiers, supplied new arguments to the adve-
cates of monarchy ; and these general views of *
government were again warped by the hopes-and
fears of each individual.  Amidst this confusion
of seutiments, the answer. of the senate walﬁ
nimous and decisive.  They refused to accept the
to desert the republic which he had saved.
After i decent resistance, the crafty tyrant sub-
mitted to theorders of the senate, and 4
to receive the government of Hu:__ prminﬂf
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aud the general command of the Roman armics, ¢yar.
under the well-known pames of Proconsul and
fmperafor.”  But. he would receive them only

ERLRA RS

The mem.ury of l‘-]lm cﬂ-ndf, N i
times durmg the life of ﬁ‘lg'lﬂius. sawhp ed

rmg'u.
W athnut any violation.of the principles u!-' | e

constitution, the general of the Roman mlmmh
might receive and exercise an authority almost
despotic over the soldiers, the enemies, and the
subjects of the republic. With regard to the
soldiers, the jealousy, of freedom had, even from

to comm the service of the. R&mﬁn ]ﬁm:th
and to punish an ,ahatmnta or cowardly disobe-
dience by the most severe and ignominious pe-

'J‘w {fiom which we haye WW
the repibilic, qm&mm;
by thessolilers, when on the el lhl.‘rpuvidﬂm
vietorious lepder worthy of that titl. When the Wegan emperacs
dwwimad It in that sende, they placed it after their nams, snd marked
lmnhﬂi‘hqrmmu. ¥
T Diigny L Tiii, P-ﬂ!ih
ne



Too

C l;t_‘l’.

e

CFINE DECLINE AND FATL

nilties, by striking the offénder out of the Tist
\of Gitizens, by confiscating his property, and by
‘gelling his person into slavery.© The most sacred
rights of freedom, confirmed by the Porcian and
Sempronian laws, were suspended by the mili-
tary engageme In his camp the general ex-
ercised an absolute power of life and death ; Tis.
jurisdiction was mot confined by any forms of
trinl, or rules of proceeding, and the execution
of the wa «dinte, and without ap-
regularly decided hy the legislative authority.
The most important resolutions of peace and war
were seriously debated in the senate, and solemnly
catified by the people.  But when the arms of
the legions were carried toa great distance from
Italy, the generals assumed the liberty of direét-
the public service. It was from the success, not
from the justice, of their enterprises, that they
expected the honours of u triumph. In the use
of victory, especially after they were no longer
controlled by the commissioners ‘of ‘the senate,
When Pompey commanded in the East, bore:

& Livy Epitom. 1. xive  Valér. SEar A S o A T

& Ser jiy the e af Livy, the conduet of Mt Torqua-
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divided kingdoms, founded colonies, and distri- cuar

buted the treasures of Mithridates. On his re-
turn to Rome, he obtained, by a single act of the
senate and people, the universal ratification of all
his proceedings.’ . Such was the power aver the
soldiers, and over the enemics of Rome, which
was gither granted to, or assumed by, the generals
of the republic. They were, at the same time, the
governors, or rather monarchs,

provinces, united the civil with the mfﬁtﬂ‘ym
racter, administered justice as well as the fi-
nances, and. exercised both the umﬁte ml
legislative power of the state.

un

AssaYRR L

- From what has been already wa‘hﬁuﬂ-

first chapter in this work, some notion may heu,,..m.

formed of the armies and provinees thus in-™

trusted to the ruling hand of Augustus. But asit
was impossible that he could personally command
the legions of s0 muny distant frontiers, he was
indulged by the senate, as Pompey had already
been, in the permission of devolving the execu-
tion of his great office on a sufficient number of
lieutenauts. In rank and authority these officers
seemed pot inferior to the ancient pm

but their station was dependent and precarious.
They received and held their commissions at

P By the laviah, but unconstrained, sulfrages of the people, Pompey
bl mbtaieved o milivary command searcely boferior 0 that of Angus-
Wi Ameng the extranndinary scte of yewer executed by thedonner,
we wizy remark the foundstion of twenty-aine cities, and the diatri-
usthos of Hhrse sr faur milllons sterling to his troope. Fhe ratification
of ‘hin acta Teer with soane oppoition and delays in the menite,  Spo

mwnﬁmnmm and the first book of Lbe epiviles
to Alticus. t
nsg
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criar. the' will'of a superior, to whose anspicions inflia=

M ane the mierit of their actions was legally attri-
Iited ' Tiey were the representatives of the
emperor. T'he emperor alone was the general of
the republic, and his jurisdiction, civil as well @8
military, extendéd over all theconquests of Reome,
Tt was some satisfaction, however, to the senntéy
thitt he dlways delogated lis power to the mems.
bers of their body. The imperial licutenants

‘prefecture of Egypt was theonly important trost
committed to a Roman knight. b

= wemof  Within six days after Angrustus had heen com-
e pélled to"mccept S0 very liberdl a grant, he re=
e solved to gratify the pride of the senate by an easy
g «e-sacrifice, e represented to them, thut they had
enlarged his powers, even beyond that degree
which might be required by the melancholy con-
dition of the times. They had ot ‘permitted
him to réfuse the laborious command of the'ar-
mies and the frontiers; but he must insist on
being allowed to restore the more peaceful and
secure provinces to the mild administration-of
the eivil magistrate, - In the division of the pro-

% Cider the commmamwedith, 8 trivmph. cookl oy b claimied by
the guneral, who was anthorised 1o take the suspiises in thve e of
the peeple. | By ummmm.m_h.ﬁi_rﬁ#ﬂ“
policy Emil rufigion, the timmph was ressrved 1o the emperal § and
S e et - w"'

= = B ¥ L =

o TR

in thelr fodenrn, — <
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and for the  dignity of the nepublic. The pro- CRAT.
consuls of the senate, particularly those of Asin, |
Greece, and Africa, enjoyed. Whmmhlu
character: than the lieutenants of the gngpmr

who commanded in Gaul or Syria, T
were attended by lictors, the latter by s
A thmtmhmwr the empurunw

nt-lutum was inubduned, thul t:hzf nw'mwﬂs
belonged to the imperial portion; and it was
.mmmm: of the prince,
the favourite epithet of Augustus, W!W
W of Jth&w;&

In return for this imaginary concession, . ~ The formes
gustus obtained an important privilege, which }is maie
_rendlered him master of Rome and Italy. | By a7t
.dangerous exception to the ancient maxims, be e guaris i

was guthorized to preserve his military commmnind, .
mﬂh#m body of guards, even

in time of peace, and in;the heart of the mm.tal
Elinscinaued, M;mngﬁgql
citizens who were engaged |
- military.oath ; but such was the pr

s that the oath was
rily teken e 1 tes, the senators,and thie
eqquestrian nrdet, till the homage of tlatlery was

- insensibly converted into an annul and. mm-

protestation of fidelity.

2 m Augustus considered -mﬂmﬁrw Consular
as the finnest 1uundatmn. he wisely rejected it, N
fﬁ?ﬁlﬂﬂm instriment of government. It spsPo™
more agreeable to his temper, as well as to his

Hd
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CHAP. policyyito, reign under the venerable names of

e, S0CIENE Magistracy, and artfully to collect, in his
"7 awn person, all the seattered rays of civil juris.
diction. With this view, he permitted the senate
to confer upon him, for his life, the powers of
the consular' and tribunitian offices,™ which
were, in the same manner, continued to all his
successors. The consuls had succeeded to the
kings of Rome, and reprcsentad ﬁedlgmtytf-

nf-.!ﬂm MM mm#
gave audience to foreign ambassadors, and pres
sided in the assemblies both of the senate and?
people. The general controul of the finances was
intrusted to their care; and though they seldom
had leisure to administer justice in person, they
were considered as the supreme guardians of law,:
egnity, and the public peace. Such was their.
ordinary jurisdiction : but whenever the senate.
empowered the first magistrate to consult the
safety of the commonwenlth, be was raised by
that degreenlmtetlmlnws,andcmm the:
defence of liberty, a  temporary deupumr&*
1Y

! Cioaro (de Legitut, i, 2 u-m,-lq __ ___ nffice l.uumg,uh
vegia patestas | mwmnm ) otwerves theoe powers in the
Mmmwwmamﬂ
by the consgls, Bt

-htht:hmhh”uhﬂrnﬁmlh-mﬂﬂﬂf
first invented for thi: dictator Caesar, (Dion, L’_'lj“ 84y, we may
uﬂrmmutitmmmulfﬂhmpﬂﬁ
serted, by arms, the sacred rights of the tribumes sod people. - Se2 bis.
mm&lﬂ{.w*,hﬂ.h . ="

Hr then most anfully refused that magistrary, =x well gs the dictis

L]
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The character of the tribunes was, in cvery ri- CHAR
spect, differcut from that of the consuls. The "~

appearance of the former was modest and hum-

ble; hutthﬁrmmwkm
Their force was suited rather for fitio
for action. ‘Fhiey were instituted to defend the

oppressed,” to pardon offences, to arraign the

cnemies of the people, MMW*I

machine of government, - As long as thﬂ!’lﬂl
lic subsisted, the dangerous influence, which ei-

ﬂ;cr:hgmbmﬁhml@tm&nm

P

was diminished by

mwmw..

expired with the year in which they were elected ;
the tormer office was divided between two, the
latter among ten persons; and, as both in their
private and public intercst they were averse to
each other, their mutual conflicts contributed,
for the most part, to strengthen rather than to
destray the balance of the constitution. But
when the consular and tribunitian powers were
united, when they were vested for life in & single
person, when the general of the army was, at
the same time, the minister of the sepate and the
representative of the Roman people, it was im-
-possible to resist theumm.uurnuitmsjm
defime the limits, of his mpeml pm-ugnttm

tarshipy absented himself from mmm mmm
of tuurpatt s Getion forcod the senale to imwest htn-ﬂluyuﬁud
cumstilallp.

a8 well g5 his successors, Alfected, however,

Atiguatie,
e comeeal so invidioys a pite,
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m-mulated honours, the pu!u:y of
soon added the splendid as well as im-

Imperial prhntdlgmtmufmpmwpmt:ﬂ‘ and of cen-

e

sor. By the former hemqmmdthemnﬂgm
of the religion, and by the latter a legal inspec-
tion over the manners and fortunes of the Ro-
man people. Tf so many distinct and independ- &
ent powers did not exactly unite with esch
other, the complaisance of the senate was pre
pared to supply: every. deficiency, by the most
mmmmmqf
jperors, as the first ministers of the republic,
were exempted from  the obligation and penalfy
of mapy inconvenient laws; they were anthe:
rized to convoke the senate, to make several mo-
tions in the same day, to recormnend candidates
for the honours of the state, to enlarge the bounds
«of the city, to employ the revenue at their dis
.cretion, to declare peace and war, to ratify trea-
tios s mdhy;mﬂmmpmhmmreclmm-, they
were empowered to execute whatsoever they
should judge advantageous to the empirc, and
agreeable to the majesty.of thmgs. private of
public, human or divine® = o o

The magie= s When all the viwious powers of excoutive go-
™S yernment were committed to the imperial pe

gistrafe; the ordinary magistrates of the cammon-

wealth languished in ohscurity, without ﬂgﬂ‘ ;

and almost without business. The mnﬂ
el h Hmme I

-h.mnm mu;uﬂ-i-
perac Vespasisn all (he powers granted ta lis prodeccssnes, A
Tiberits, sbd Claudlis. This corious and importnt
ypublished ln Gruter®s Inscriptions, No. ecalii
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forms of the ancient slministration were preserv. crAm:
ed, by Augustus, with the most anxious care. " -
Thew MM www

W%mim
though invested for life with the powers of the
consulship, frequently aspired to the titleof-that
annual dignity, which they condescended tn
citizens$ In'the eloction of these magistrates,

permitted to expose all the incotveniencies of &
wild demaoeracy. + That artful prince; instead of
discovering the least  symptom of impatience,
Kumbly solicited their suffrages for himself or bis

meﬂmmy pru-ihui all the dutics
Hﬂqrpmt ia LI ':i.,l!, '. ‘”'-II'="F'

pomsc=seil m of intereesuin ﬂnqp" it might ba dapgerotis 1
‘ﬂ'ﬂ'“litgﬁﬂ- v} In e thne of Trajon, i wia
‘dobtful whetlier H'Mﬂmlﬂu wra mnlﬂ'ﬁ.
Rpi w3 ST T b T b
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cmh of ‘o ordinary candidate” But we may veri-
ture to ascribe to his councils, the first measure
of the succeeding reign, by which the elections
were transferred to the senate! T'he assemblies
of the people were for ever abolished, snd the
emperors were delivered from a dangerous mul-
titude, who, without restoring liberty, might
have disturbed, and perhaps mdnngered. ﬂ
established government. | :
Pheiemett mmd lh_
- Cesar had subverted the
constitution of their country. But as soon'sé
the senate had been humbled and disarmed, stel
an assembly, consisting of five or six hundred per-
sons, was found a much more tractahle and wss
ful instrument of dominion. It was on the dig-
nity of the senate, that Augustus and his s
feeted, on every occasion, to adopt the langusge
andd principles of patricians. In the administrs-
tion of their own powers, they ﬁ'equanﬂj'feﬁ
sulted the great national council, and seemed to
refer to its decision the most important conoerns

of peace and war. Rome, Italy, and the |

ual provinces, were sulject to the immedikte
diction of the senate.  With mglrd to d-ﬂw

M-j—*r.q_.rﬁ St oy J-l'l.

* Quotles Megistratucm Cnﬂﬂh imteresset. mm

datls subs ciecuibat g IIIIFHMH fastitity m], m "lﬁ

stifrngitm dn tribubas, ot anns o popoie | m h‘w

i sk ki B s
- * Fam mwm!;m&w-

-l-Il‘.i.Hu The Jrrim

pople.



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 108

jects, it was the supreme court of appenl ; with cuar
regard to criminal matters, o tribunal, constituted "

e e

t‘ur the mﬂﬂmmmm

ancient eloquence. As a council of state, and s
a-court of justice, the senate possessed very con-
siderable prerogatives: but in its legislative ca-
‘pacity, in which it was wm
represent the people, the rights of ¢

were acknowledged t6 reside in that assembly.
Every power was derived from their authority,
every law was ratified by their sanction,  Their
regular meetings were held on three stated days
in every month, the calends, the nones, and the
iles.  The debates were conducted with decent
frecdom; and the emperors themselves, who
gloried in the name of senators, sat, voted, and
divided with their equals.

To resume, in a few words, the msﬂﬁemlh
hpﬂ'ﬂ-m:t, as it was instituted by i
Augustus, and maintained by those princes who "™
understood their own interest and that nf the
people, it may be defined an nhulule 1o
disguised_ by the forms of & EOME0
The'masters of the Roman world surrounded
their throne with darkness, concealed their irre-

sistiblestrength, and bumbly professed themselves




1o | yER DECLINE AND PALL
0l A, mwmmd the senate, whosé
supremo decrees they dictated and obeyed! o
5 o The face of the court corresponded with the
mmfwmsafﬂmulmmmmtmm The emperors, if
we except those tyrants whose capricious folly
violated every law of nature and decency, dis-
dained that pomp and ceremony which might
offend their countrymen, but. could add nothing:
to their real power. In all the offices of life;

ﬁwfmmmmhm

ﬁmﬁrm nl' 1'1551..‘!- and cnumnlu:muts.

habit, their palace, their table, were suited n* b

to the rank of an opulent senator. Their
hawever numerpus or-splendid, was compased
entirely of their domestic slaves and freedmen?
Aungustus or Trajan would have blushed at ems
ploying the meanest of the Romans in those me-

nial pffices, whieh, in the houschold and beds
chamber of a limited monarch, are so cagerly
solicited by the proudest nobles of Britain. ﬂ'ﬂ:
+ uﬁ.
~ tDion Casslus (L Gy p. 7 03714} huw given n very lonn:
wial skoteh of the imperial systess,  To illustrate, l-l-hm
#eet, him, 1 Bave mediteted Tasitis, evmmined Suetoios, w
lhﬁlﬂlqinznlﬂm; The Abbé de ln Bleterls, hm
ey 1" in_dew thems, ton. i, EHTy y
:iﬁnd‘-m m,rﬁ:m:;‘; m%'
w f: de lige Regia, puinted at Lay
dew, fn the your 1 ﬂmhﬂlmwhkmp.ﬂl—ﬂﬁ'
hiis Ogulsesfn. Muﬂd?&aﬂlumu,pt,;ﬂ. e,
* A weik prince will slwayd be govirmed by bl dometion.
pl'-rnfllﬂﬂ-l.tﬂlhlﬂ- e shamee of tye:Bapmus | and the Jenis
e
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The deification of the emperors® is the only cHAP.
wstance in which they depurted from theiraceus- -
tomed prudence and modesty. The Asiatic Deiics.
Greeks were the first inventors,
Alnmderl.he;ﬁnt ~abjects, of Mmﬁh and
impious mode of adulation. It was easily trans-
ferred from the kings to the governors of Asia;
MMMWWMWWE

altars and templus, ::-t fuatwuls and m‘lﬁm!-
It was natural that the emperors should not re-
fuse what the proconsuls had accepted; and the
divine honours which hoth the one and the other
received from the provinces, attested rather the
despotism than the servitude of Rome. But the
conquerors soon imitated the vanguished nations
in the arts of flattery; and the imperious spirit
of the first Cresar too easily consented to assume;
during his lifetime, 2 place among the tutelar
deities of Rome. The milder temper of his suc-
vessor declingd so dangervus an mmbition, which
was never afterwards revived, exocpt by the
wiadness of Caligula and Domitian. | Angustus
permitted indeed some of the provmlﬂl cities
to erect temples to his honour, on condition that
they should associate the worship of Rome with
that of the sovereign; e tolerated private super-

* Ser o treatise of Vondale de Consseratlane Principum, Tt wauld
Be emsier for me to copy, mihh‘lnfiﬁﬁqﬂhﬁ
ol th bemrwed Dhutehmsn.

717 See o diswertation of the AULE Monguult, in e st valume of
e Ay of Fmripon
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stifion, of which he might be the oliject;* but
he contented himself with being revered by the

“senate and people in his human character, and

wisely left to bis successor, the care of his public
deification. A regular custom was introduced,
thut on the decense of every emperor who had
neither lived nor died like a tyrant, the senate by
a solemn deeree should place liim in the number:
of the gods; and the ceremonies of his apo-
This legul, and, as it should seem, injudicious
profanation, o abhorrent to our stricter prine
eiples, was received with a very faint murmunt
by the easy nature of polytheism; but it was
received as an institution, not of religion but of
policy. We should disgrace the virtues of the
Antonines, by comparing them with the viees of
Hercules or Jupiter: Even the characters of
Camsar or Augustus were far superior to those
of the popular deities. But it was the misfor-
tune of the former to live in an enlightened ages
and their actions were too faithfully recorded 10
admit of such a mixture of fuble and mystery, 85
the devotion of the vulgar requires.  As soon &f
their divinity was established by faw, it sunk into
oblivion, without contributing cither to their own'
famie, or to the dignity of succeeding princes.

* Jurandasqre tunm Frmlmlﬂﬂrm s FHarnee to P
emparur himsell; and Horace was well : the u:lﬂ‘

Augusius. S

* fiex Liceri in § c, s & Julian is Casaribos Toque Dedieh
Wﬁww{kﬁﬂ in the indignant expresion of
Lucang mnu.m.m:m.mm.w-
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~«Iwthe consideration of the imperial govern- ¢y ap.
went, we have frequently mentioned the artful -
founder, under his well-known title of Augustus, T of
which was not, however, conferred upon him till 0%
name of Qetavianus hie derived from a mean
family in the little town of Aricia. It was stained

witlh . M ﬂ‘ tb#-prnﬁmptm' i jl.lnd hie was

~mory of his former life, The illustrious sur-
name of Casar, he had assumed, as the adopted

son of the dictator; but he had too much good
sense, either to hope to be ﬁuhfumdnd. qr m\-
wish to be compared, with that

man. [t was proposed in the senate, w iilg'm.tj'

their minister with a new appellation; and after

a very sertous discussion, that of Augustus was
chesen, among several others, as being the most
expressive of the character of peace and sancti-

- ty, which be uniformly affected." Augustes was

~ therefore a personal, Ceesar o family distinction.

The former should naturally have expired with

the prince on whom it was hﬂtuwd...lﬂ how-

ever the latter was diffased by adoption and fe-

male allinnee, Nero was the last prince who could

allege any hereditary claim to the honours of the

Julinn line.  But, at the time of his death, the

practice of a century had inseparably connected

those appellations with the imperial dignity, lmi

theyl.whten preserved hyn'tongmemnim of

'Mﬁ-ﬁlli'ﬂ’ﬁ. P TID; with the hrim:i anpotatizoe ﬂ-
Brpmar.
oL. I. 3
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Nltﬁl'- em) -Romans, Greeks, Franks, and Ger.
e the fall of the republic to the pre-

g mt time. A distinction was, however, soon
introduced. The sacred title of Augustus wis
always reserved for the monarch, whilst the nume.
of Ciesar was more freely communicated to his
relations ; and, from the reign of Hadrian *
least, was appropriated to the second person i
the state, who was considered as the presumfgs

tive heir of the empire. ..~ 3|

g The tender respect of mfwnﬁww

o Augos Stitution which he bad destroyed, ean nulyh.#_.

- explained by an attentive consideration of the i
character of that subtle tyrant, A cool lmnd,q {
unfeeling heart, and a cowardly disposition,
prompted hiny, at the age of nineteen, to assume
the mask of hrpocmy which anmnﬁ
wﬂr.thtmlampmhamwdthew ription
of Cicerp, and the pardon of Cinna.  His ‘_‘-
tues, and even his vices, were artificials o ',
according' to the various dictates ol his M
he was at first the enemy,and at last the-
of the Roman world® When be framed

urtful system of the imperial authority, hiuw-
d'm m;.ﬂpmﬂdhy his fears. He mlhdlﬂ

l-:*- ey -‘I-i" Wiy
hﬂnmmm'wlhhulmtnfmhmhh#
chunged lie thay of the eamelion ]_Iﬂlﬂllﬂ- than 7eds
black s hi'at lese ulumdihmﬂéw_ﬂmm&#
(Capwure, v 308y Thix 1m-1z:. ﬁ-l-ih-'nluﬂllﬂ‘
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deveive the people by an image of civil liberty, CHAR

audthenrmmlhyhﬁmgeﬂ'mrﬂmm-
mant

e

R L

1. The death of Ciwmsar wns ever before his imags of

eyes. He had lavished wealth and honours on')
his awﬁ"ﬁﬁl the most favoured friends of
his uncle were in the number of the cnnspu-nmrs.

The of the fe

. lance tould not secore his person from the
[; ger of a determined republican; and the Romans,

who revered the memory of Brotus,® would ap-
. plaud the ‘imitation of kis virtue, Cesar hod
- provoked his fate, as mich by the ostentation of
his power, as by his power itself, The consul
or the tribune might bave reigned in peace,
The title of king had armed the Romans against
his life. Augustus was sensible that mankind is
- governed by names; nor was he deceived in his
! expeotation, that the senate and people would

~ submitic d they were respectfully
‘mssured that they still enjoyed their ancient free
Mmmmdm’rﬂﬁiﬂphﬁmw

~ full htheplmngﬂhn{nn,uw.u

it was st y the virtue, oreven by the pro-
dence, of ﬂmm of Augustus, It wasa

IN.I'I_'f fag

the pesply

mative of self-preservation, not a pnnmple of :

liberty, that animated the conspirators agninst
mﬂﬂhjﬂﬂﬁmﬂmmw

12

:hﬂnqru!lrmu;u;puﬂml
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n of the tyrant, without aiming their
yw at the authority of the emperor. -

Aumiptef  There appears, indeed, one memorable ocea-

the senate
after the

dauth aof
Calignla.

Tannge of

vETD-
ment for

sion, in which the senate, after seventy years of
patience, made an ineffectual attempt to reassume
its long-forgotten rights. When the throne was
vacant by the murder of Caligula, the consuls
convoked that assembly in the mpitul.mdemnﬂ"-ﬁ
the memory of the Ceesars, gave the watch-
word liberly to the few cohorts who faintly ad-
hered to their standard, and during eight-and<
forty hours, acted as the independent chiefs of @
free commonwealth. But while they dc-iiheramﬂf |
the praetorian guards bad resolved. The stupid
Claudius, brother of Germanicus, was already i
their camp, invested with the imperial purple,
and prepared to support his election by arms.
The dream of liberty was at an end; and the
senate awoke to all the horrors of inevitable s
vitude. Deserted by the people, and timuwf. |

by a military foree, that feehle

pelled to ratify the choice of m 1
to embrace the benefit of an lm_ﬂhty. MK
Claudins had the prodence to offér, and the ge:
nerosity to observe. T
custus with fears of a still more alarming nature.

the wrmies. rpp e ‘]qumir of the citizens could un]]r M -

what the power of the soldiers was, at any timé

=l mixch e ted, b .'F‘_,i“" ve lost the part of Tacts
e o e e  ypdmieb
with the popular rumeuns of Josephus, wud the lmpuefect biut =
Dion and Sustonym o
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‘house of Cresar: but the a
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able to execute. How precarious was his own
authority over men whom he Lad taught to vio-
late every social duty ! He bad leard their se-
ditious clamours; he dreaded their calmer mo-
ments of reflection.  One Tevolution bad been
purc‘l'landﬂ}r'immense rewards s but -a second
revolution might double those rewards, The
troops professed the fondest sttathwent to the
nts of the mul-
titude are capricious and m{lmhmnt Augustus
summoned to his aid whatever remained in those
fierce minds of Roman prejudices; enforoed the
rigour of discipline by the sanction of law ; and,
interposing the majesty of the senate between the
emperor and the army, boldly claimed their alle-
giance, as the first magistrate of the republic.’

&
CHAP,
L.

RREEs e

During a long period of two hundred DI e

twenty years, from the establishment of this art-
ful system to the death of Commodus, the dan-
gers inherent to a military government were, in
a great mm%mpm The soldiers were
seldom roused to that ﬂltl'leiuuu of their own
strength, mdnrthawuknﬂiﬁ‘ﬁidvﬂ%
rity, which was, before and a §
tive of such dreadful calamities, Caligula m:ui
Domitian were assassingtedin their palace by their
own domestics : the convulsions which agitated

Rome on the death of the former, were confined

to tl;e walls of the city. MNWHTM the

' g restgred the ancient 'I-'l'l!.‘il-,’ of disiphge. Aler the
il mh&w the endesring mame of followssidicrs, ami
nmmwmmm in August. e, B3,  Sow bl e

Tierius made of the senmve, in &tmun_r of ths I'lnnmuu“
(Tacit. Annal gy,
18
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-H-ﬁf—wlr

Dlasigrias
oo of &
WusTTaT.

§HE DEOLINE AND FALL

sempire in his ruin. In the space of eighteen
s, four princes perished by the sword; and
the Roman world was shaken by the fury of tln!
contending armies. Excepting only this short,
though violent, eruption of military licence, the
two centuries from Aungustus to Commodus
pmedu.yummedwithmﬂblmd,and uf-
disturbed by rev ulutmnﬁ The emperor was elect-
ed by the aufﬁgn'_ of the senade, o and the consenl
? their oath

H’Mr mnd it req equires n minute inspection.

of the Roman :mrml; to mﬂ‘m[r three mu_uﬁf

miderable rebellions, which were all 51:;!]}1‘{'3““'
in a few months, and without even the h
of a battle®

In the elective monarchies, the vacancy of the
thmunmummthgwﬂhdnngermdmwchﬁ'
The Roman emperors, desirous to spare t&ﬁ
gions that interval of suspense, and the tem#ﬁ‘
tion of an irregular choice, invested their @
signed successor with so large a share of pi 5
power, as should enable Lim, after their de
to assume the remamﬂm', without nﬂi‘qﬂng.

tmpre to pcmewethe change of masters. hus -

lﬂmmm Bosmythe constitutiomd lenguigs. S

Taeits Anmal wiiiy b NS

‘Thlmmmm I’]l]'lll*.ilpll‘.l;ﬂ
Daimatis mewiner Clzudius, and was ﬂumﬁ'ﬁ;mmmh
five days mme“hmauﬂ
against Dumitlnn ; znd the third, Atiﬂulm |n|h¢ﬂiq_#
H..m:uunup. 'T.bqhnhll. _Hti‘rhﬂh.uﬂ!’ﬂ'

vut off by thel ‘We may alscrye, that
mrilln with the ’#“
:ngthmmwr nt-l.nﬁ!tudn,pmﬂm“ﬂ

name amil famil

L,
i

¥
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Augustus, after all his fairer prospects had been CHAP.
snatched fmmmmhmm e
lust hopes on Tiberius, obtained for bis adopted o Ti=-

sonthe mamnl and w;hﬁnitﬁmpnm and ™"

the mrﬁpﬂ m:d the armies.. Thus Vespa-of T
sian subdued the generous mind of his eldest son.
‘Ditus was adored by the eastern legions, which,
under his command, had recently achieved the
conguest of Judea. His power was dreaded,
and, as_his. virtues were clouded by the intem-
perance of youth, his designs were nupnugl.
[nstead of listening to such unworthy s
the prudent monarch associated Titus to the f
powers of the imperial dignity; and the grateful
son ever approved himself the humble and faith-
fuul minister of so indulgent a father.®
The good sense of Vespasian engaged lim i0-The rce of
deed to embrace every measure that might con- {7, (=
firm his recent and precarious. elevation. The Puvias f-
military oath.mdﬂuﬁﬁlﬂaafthqtm%m
consecrated, by the babits nimm
, to the name and family of the Caesars;
and although that family had been continued
only by the ﬁuﬁﬁmu rite of adoption, the Ro-
mans still revered, in the person of Nero, the
grandson of Germanicus, and the lineal successor
of Augustus. It was not wi :q.h&hﬂ&e,anﬂ
remorse, that the practorian gunnh had been

w‘iﬂ-ihw.hu.c 121,  Suston. LnT-!u:r o M
" Suetor in Tit e 6. Plin, in Prafat. Bt Natur,

14




Ao 1 B,
Adoption
amwd ehee
racter of
Trjan,

Ji

I:rmtu.rm of ftheir will, and the instruments of

their licence. The birth of Vespasian was means.
his grandfather had been a private soldicr, his
father a petty officer of the revenue;™ his own,
merit had raised him, in an advanced age, to the
empire ; but hu. Il:u:nt was rather uufui 'lhlna :
ﬂ,umug.

true interest by the association of a%0
wlmse more splendid and amiable character mi
turn the public attention, from the obscure nngiim
to the future glories, of the Flavian house. Under
the mild administration of Titus, the Romanworld .
enjoyed a transient felicity, and his beloved me-
mory served to rotect, above fifteen years, ;h. .
vices of his brother Domitian.
Nerva had scarcely accepted the purple from
the assassins of Domitian, before he di ' {
that his feeble age was unable to stem th&
rent of public disorders, which had multipﬂ
under the long tyranny ﬂfhhpmdﬂmnr
mﬂddmpmnnn was respected by the good ; but
required a more vigorous

mﬁimy. Such nm .‘

, rhm. whm,jum should strike terror into)

the guilty. Though be had several relations, b |

| This ides b froguontly and strongly mw‘ﬁ-hnu !il
st i, 5, 18, i, 56, ,
= The enpe=ir Venpasimn, with his "
'ﬁ'ﬂ‘ﬁlﬁﬂl‘, 'ﬁ'

1.
nﬂmmmﬂmmumn
iuﬂ in Verpasian. e J2. ::F' :
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 fixed his choice on a stranger. He adopted Tra- cuar.
jan, then about fﬂtyymﬂfng!.md wbnmm
manded & powerful army in the lower Germany ;
and mmedmdy ayn dm of the senate, de-
clared him his “and successor in the
empire® It -ir’amemty to be lamented, thats s o
whilstwe are fatigued with the disgustful relation
of Nero's crimes and follies, we are reduced to
eollect the actions of Trajan from tl
ings of an abridgement, or the doubtful lght of

|, & panegyric. There remains, however, one pa-

| negyrie far removed heyundthesupmd‘ flat-

 tery.  Above two hundred and fifty years after

the death of Trajan, thrmmta,inpudﬂngm

the customary acclamations on the accession of

a new emperor, wished that he might surpass

the felicity of Augustus, and the virtue of Tra-

jan.*

We may readily belicve, that the father of his’ﬁf‘u'l'-
mnh'_rhedtﬁdwhnthnr he ought to entrust the deiss.
various and doubtful character of his kinsman
Hadrian with sovereign power. In his last mo.

the arts of the empress Plotina cither

ed the irresolution of Trajan, or boldly sup-
posed a fietitions adoption ;* the trath of which
eould not be safely disputed, and Hadrian was

& Dhon, b luvdil, p 1121 Plln, Beeund. m-humii-. i
* Fuliciar Augusto, wreises Tradaws Eutrup, ﬂﬂ.

-m-n.hu, [ 1240 wifirmes ghe whils ti e liesn 2 Betlim,
on fhewnthiority uf bis fathee, whii belng governor of the govince
where Trgjan died, hmd very good epportnitios of «ng this mor=
terbous transaetion,  Yet Dotwell ('radect Camden, wvii) has giais-
tuined that Hadrien wan called o the cortain fope of the :uﬂu
fiuring the Tifetime of Tenjan.
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B .
CHAP, ﬁlﬂhlﬂwlﬂ]gw as his lawful successor.
3 reign, us has been already mentioned,

== the empire flourished in peace and prosperity.

Adoption
of the &=
der and

Verus

He encouraged the arts, reformed the laws, as
serted l]'l.lhtll.lj' discipline, and visited all his pra-
vinces in person. His vast and active genius
was equally suited to the most enlarged views,
and the minute details of civil policy. But the
ru!mg p.rmsmns aof his sonl were curiosity and

As they prevailed, and as they were
wﬁym oljects, Hadrian was, by
turns, an excellent prince, a ridiculous sophist
and a jealous tyrant. The general tenor of his

conduct deserved praise for its equity and mos
deration. Yet in the first days of his reign, be

put to death four consular senators, his personal
enemies, and men who had been judged worthy of
empire; and the tediousness of a painful illness

rendered him, at last, peevish and cruel. m

senate doubted whether they shoulid

him a god or o tyrant; and the hunuunrm .

to his memory were granted to the pﬂﬂﬁl‘
the pious Antoninus® - vl

The caprice of Fladrian influenced his dwﬂl

of a successor. Mﬁrmnlvmgmhmmm&lﬂ-
veral men of distinguished merit, whom be

esteeried and hated, be adopted Eﬁm-"h"ﬂﬁﬂ_.'

gay and voluptuous wobleman, recommended by
uncommen beauty to the lmrg', Df W

‘I]umﬂq..‘;uu’ﬂy. Aurul, Victur:

m—ﬁfm *i'nw-qrmi umdmlulﬁ- -

Fmperirt
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reign power. Anmng titE l:mm;? rlcr:ﬂ: of this'

« younger Verus, he possessed one virtue; a duti-

ful reverenee for hiis wiser colleague, to wham
he willingly abandoned the ruder cares o

The philosophic emperor dissembled his
lamented his early death, and cast o decent veil
over his memory.

As soon as Hadrian's passion was cither gmtl-:rﬁlﬁﬁl
fied or disappointed, he resolved to deserve the Anonines
thanks of posterity, by placing the most exalted
merit on the Roman throne. His discerning cye

; aﬂy&mﬂiﬁmﬂuﬂ fifty years of

tige, blameless in all EE'MIE life s and o

- years

spect of every wrﬁtﬂﬂ,

of these lared the son and suceessor of
Hﬂlriﬂn on mm however, that he himself
should immediately adopt the younger. The
twm&utnmnﬂ {forﬂ: ‘i‘s’ ‘of them tlmtﬂ fire now

“MMHH neuly pne whose taate in lu-rl'nl entirely
For the hanouss «f Antineus, ses Spasheim Coammmge
uu--nrhhmﬁmsmpm
‘ﬂuﬁﬁmﬂ.pli Anreling Victar in Epitom.
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the same invariahble spirit of wisdom
Although Pius had two m‘h
]l'l!fﬂrred the welfare of Rome to the interestof
his family, gave his daughter Faustina in mars 1,d
riage to young Marcus, obtained from the se-
nate the tribunitian and proconsular powers, ad
with @ noble disdain, or rather ignorance of jeas
lousy; associated him to all the labours of g,ui’,w
vernment. Mun:us. on the other hand, nwuﬂ

lmm no mgre, regulnted his own admini
tion by the example and maxims of his p
cessor. Their united reigns are possibly thecmﬁ-
period of history in which the happiness of o
great people was the sole object of government.
Titus Antoninus Pius has been justly dens
minated a second Numa. The mne!mnﬁ'ﬁ
ligion, justice, and peace, was the disti :
Ehnrmlﬂtmﬂfhuthprmces. But the situatio [
of the latter opened a much larger ﬁﬂdﬁﬁ‘ ;
exercise of those virtues. Numn could
prevent a few neighbouring villages from pﬁl@- |~1
dering each other's harvests, Antoninus
order and tranquillity over the greatest part of
the earth. Hilmignmmarkedl;ythﬂuwﬁ |

Tﬁmlgtd’furmﬁﬂngmrjfewmmnmfnrhﬁ_
tory ; which is, indeed, little more thuﬁe--l

* Withnot the help of medqhwimfrﬁiﬂ- ﬁ-hmld HH"'
mdlulghﬂhmmuylh seminiy o Flus. &
10 nights alwent oo, ¢ -‘Hﬁkuﬂnnﬂmﬂmn”
tinew Hist. Atgtiet. p. 5 z
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mgmterufth& crimes, follies, and misfortunes CHAT.
of mankind. Inpbmlﬂe.hwnnmu- W

It “ghle,! uweﬂn-iguﬂi’m The native sim-
- T ge ﬁ‘mW

The virtue of Marcus 'Lur(-hu.s Antoninus WSO Marcus

of a severer and more laborious kind? It was
the wellearned harvest of m;wlmned cou-
ference, of many o plttntjeum and many a
midnight Iucubration. At the age of twelve

“years, he embraced the rigid system of the stoies,
 which taught him to submit his body to his
mind, his passions to his reason; to consider vir-
tue as the only good, vice as the only evil, all
things external, as things indifferent” Ilis

i e 4

* Me s find of the Abestre, aod not fosensible 1 the clarms of
the fic sex. Marvas Autasiois, iy 16, Hise. Augusi p. 20, E1.
Juﬁnhfm ;
% Theenemles of Marcus chargsd Kim with' Sypoerisy, -d,-‘iii
. mwantof that simplicity which distinguihed Pis, aud eve
| (Hist Ay This suspision, unjost s it was, mey srve
1 secount for o stperiar upplause bestowed upen personal quallfi-
“"“- 1“I'N"'ﬂ'ﬂl*‘1 soeial virtdes, Even Marets Antonds
s fay been called o by peerite, bit the willei scepiclsm never in-
shpuited that Conr might poscdbly b a cowerd, or Tully 3 ful. _
Wit nod sulour sre fualifcations  mors l-ﬂj-mﬂﬂ thin b
”}'ﬁ'ﬂhh“ufjmim

¥ it e eharactarized) 15 W TR Borde, ﬂ:pﬁuﬂnur B
porticn s Ductires splentine secutus est, qul sols bomy, quir laneia,
maly mntim ium turpis s potentiam, nobilitatem, esterngoe extra
Shiimwm, feque botis soque malis adoumerant.  Tugit, Hist ivy &
L r

L
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CHAP. T mmpmdhth&hunulld'anmi
UL are still extant; and he even condescended to
give lessons of philosoply, in o more public
manner than was perhaps consistent with the |
modesty of a sage, or the dignity of an mp&
ror®  But his life was the noblest commientary
on the precepts of Zeno, He was severe to him-
self, indulgent to the imperfection of otm
Jjust and hﬂntﬁr.mt tD all mankind. He regretted
idius. Cassius, who excited a :rebellion’
in Syria, bl disappointed him, by a voluntary
death, of the p!u.u:iurc uf' canverting an enewly
into a friend: and he justified the sincerity ::‘: ¥
sentiment, by moderating the zeal of the g
against the adherents of the traitor.” Warlie
Muthdwmmm;tyufhm
natures but when the necessity of a just defence
ealled upon him to take up arms, he readily
: to eight winter campai
the frozen banks of the Danube, the se ;
which was at last fatal to the weakness of m Kl
stitution. His memory was revered by a
posterity ; and above a century affer his 4
many persons preserved the image of Mumuﬂ”f'
tonings among those of their houschold gods® 3 J
37:: CAf & man were called to fix the period in the
history of the world during which the condition
of the humnmwumusthappymdw

‘mhmlnnlmm_mwhw

D N

he read et oman people. during firkt
"ﬂiﬁwkh’b n—“ﬁ?"‘!‘?n- Anguist, in Avid, Caminy '_

* Hist. August. in Mare. Antonis c. 15,
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. eug, he would without hesitation, name that o

which elapsed ﬁm*‘hﬁr&uﬂlﬂﬂ' Domitian to

the Wm#emm mwm-:r

hmd.,ﬁam mesnm Empernm. whose cha-

ractérs and authority commanded involuntary
ruspect.  The forms of the

were carefully preserved by Nerva, Trajan, Ha-
driam, and the Antonines, who delighted in the
unage of hberty, and were pleased with consider-

ing themselves as the accountable ministers of the

laws. Such princes deserved the honour of ‘re-

storing the republie, had the Romans of their
days been - capable of enjoying a rational free-
dom.

123
AP

ML
s

The labours of these monarchs were overpaid i pee.
Timis fue

by the immense reward that inseparably waitedseee

on their success; by the honest pride of virtue,
mdty‘thewdulghtnfhthuldingtheg&

neral happiness of which they were the authors,

A but melancholy reflection embittered,

. the noblest of human w
They must often have recollected the dnstability
of a happiness which depended on the character
of a single man. The fatal moment was perhaps
approaching, when same licentious youth, orsonie
Jjealous tyrant, would abuse, to the destruction,
that. abigolute power, which they had @erted
for the benefit of their people.  THE ideal re-
strints of the senate and the lows might scrse
to display the virtues, hut cosld never correct



ies mw#?ﬂu ﬂr“i: FALL ' !

cnar. theyiees, of the emperor. The military fntth’
n_" 1||||!:\|nx | and irresistible instrument of oppress |

““'sion; nnd the corruption of Roman manners
would always supply flatterers eager to applaud,.
and ministers prepared to serve, the fear or lhﬂ* g
avarice, the lust or the cruelty, of their masters..
l!muﬂf These gloomy appreliensions had been already .'l
c.um justified by the experience of the Romans. T
Ners 28 annals of the emperars exhibit a strong and vati-
ous picture wm we
vainly seek mixed and doubtful
tﬂld‘“ modern history. In the conduct of th
munarths we may trace the utmost lines of ?'_ '
and virtue ; the most exalted perfﬂ_unn, and the
meanest -of our own species.
qddcn age of Trajan and the Antonines had hm
preceded by an age of iron. Il.nnlmmtmm-
fluous to enumerate the onworthy successors of
- Augustus.  Their unparalleled vices, :ﬁ
splendid theatre on which they were u:wdr
saved them from oblivion. The dark unrelen! B~
ing Tiberius, the furious Caligula, the feeb
Claudiug, the profligate and eruel N’erl:lr the
beastly Vitellius,? and the timid inhuman Do-
mﬂmnrg condemned to everlasting infamys

fa ¥ =

% . mire esting, ummﬁuhud'
my%iﬁuﬂmm Tt o not sasy o express his
-nhdinmr, or even decency,  Tacitus fuirly calls him lﬂn L
hhj't'ulllnulhuul-rawmdl!n"hlw- o At Vit |
& lfus, wmbraculls horforum abditus, ol igeece Mﬁ‘\j
® i ribom joeumt i mlh.humﬂqu '

"Fi ﬂy_ﬁ.: Y " ﬂuﬂuﬁnﬁnﬂ

* marcentem,” &r- 1 %, 5, 95, Suesan. in Vi
c 1% ik Casslus, & bav, o 1062
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+ During mmm{mm:ymﬁm r.'n{aw

and doubtful f reigti®) Rome
grmed hen 3 ﬁ*u:!lrenﬁttlug tyedntiy, which
qfhrthlle.

former liberty, the other by 'I;lmr E!iﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂﬂ &iﬁ—
quests, which rendered their condition more ¢om-
pletely nnmm* than that of ﬂivmmmuf ty-
ranmy in aoy other age or country. these
causes were duﬁm] 1. The exquisite sensibility

of the sufferers; and, 2. The impossibility of
escaping from the hand of the oppressor.

1. When Persia was governed by the descend- Em';“‘.’;“
ants of Sefi,a race of princes, whose wanton crnel-Oriestals,
ty often stained their divan, their table, and
their béd, with the blood of their favourites,
there is o saying recorded of a young nobleman,
that he never departed from the sultan's pre-
senie, without satisfying Timself whether his
hiead was still on his shoulders. The mpﬂﬁhﬂ
of every dkf might almost justify the scepticism
of Rustan® Vet the futal sword, suspended
above him by o single thread, seems oot to have -
disturbed the slumbers, or interruptéd the tran-
qml!ihr. of the Persian. _'I'!lemmﬂﬁrm

-mw:rnmwm Priscus, and of the 'h;m Epe-
nina, Mligrased the relgn of Vespasisn.
f?umhl.‘hﬂ;u?“,m.lu.p.m -
YoL. I.
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2 an v—

urs, were the gift of a masie
without injustice, resume what he ha

W, could level him with the dust;
it the stroke of lightning or apoplexy might be
equally fatal; and it was the part of a wise man,
to forget the inevitable calamities of human life
in the enjoyment of the fleeting hour. He was
dignified with the appellation of the king’s slave;
had, perhaps, been purchased from obscure pa-
rents, in & country which he had never known; '
and was trained up from his infancy in the severe
discipline of the seraglios  Hi

L% T
i gy

TRaustan's knowledge, if he possessed any, conld
only serve to confirm his habits by prejudices.

His language afforded not words for any form of

_government, except absolute monarchy. The
history of the East informed him, that such had

Koran, and the interpreters of that divine book,

q,,"nm;ﬂclradtp l.'.l.-'liil;ﬂ,.lﬁl.ﬂ.thf sultan was thede

ant of the prophet, and the vicegerent of heaven:
that patience was the first virtue of a mussulman.
and unlimited obedience thegreatduty of asubject.

Knowlsdgs The minds of the Romans were very differ-,
cpiritar te€Dtly prepared for slavery. Oppressed beneath

Pt

%w;i@t of their own corruption aqq}._ﬁﬂnﬂlk
tary violence, they for a long while preserved the

5 The actice of ralsing slaves o the great iffices of state s ol
e eemen amotg the Turks thek- mmuige the Pursinns  The

 milscrable countries of Georgin gnd Clrosssin.: sopply Thlgps 0 the

din yapp, Yo llers biave diffused smang 152
wotme Idess of The s miiiiness of our guvernosrs

“Théy Bave duwe them & very fll tice.
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sentiments, or at least the ideas, of their free- cHar.

born- ancestors. The education of Helvidins and ™

Thrasen, of Tacitus and Pliny, was the same as
that of Cato and Ciceros From Grecian phi-
losophy, mq.@-mm“d—mm
liberal notions of the dignity of human nature,
and the origin of civil society. The history of
their own country had taught them to revere o
mmﬂntwmimmm

to abhor the successful crimes of Ciesar and Au-
gustus; and inwardly to despise those tyrants
whom they adored with the most abject fattery.
As magistrates and senators, they were admitted
into the great council, which had once dictated
liws to the earth, whose name still Fave a sane-
tion to the acts of the monarch, and whose autho-
rity was so often prostituted to the vilest pur-
poses of tyranny. 'Tiberius, and those emperors
who adopted his maxims, attempted to disguise
their murders by the formalities of justice, and
perhaps enjoyed a secret pleasure in rendering the
senate their accomplice as well as their victim.
By this assembly, the last of the Romans were

condemned for imaginary crimes and real vir-

‘tues. Their infumous accusers assumed the lan-

guage of independent patriots, who arraigned a
dangerous citizen before the tribunal of his coun- -

try; and the public service was rewarded by
riches n.'ml honours.! The servile ;l:dgu pro-

‘m alleged the example of Scipie and l:-l.ﬁ‘il.'Tl!iL Annal.
fii, B6).  Marcellus Epicos and Orispes Vibios bad scquirsd twa
mullices =

-



f9z THE DECLINE AND FALL
CHAPR Wthemujmtyufﬂemmuﬁwﬂﬁ. :
HE  ciolated in the person of its first magistrate

" whose clemency they most applanded when they
trembled the most st bis inexorable and impend-
ing eruelty.! The tyrant beheld their baseness
with just contempt, and encountered their secret
sentiments of detestation with sincere and uvow-
ed hatred for the whole body of the senate.

Euventof 7). The division of Europe into a number of

i em=- 0 . N

pewna independent state eted, hower  witheach
v o other by the general resemblance of religion,
refge. lgnguage, and manners, is productive of the

most beneficial consequences to the liberty of
mankind. A modern tyrant, who should find
1o resistance either in his own breast, or in his

prople, would soon experience a gentle restraint
from the eample of his equals, the dread of
pmtm.-_ﬂu_wﬂﬂhﬁnﬂiﬂ, and the
. apprehension of his enemics. The ohject of his
displensire, escaping from the narmow limits of
mifliros and & BAlF sndér Ners Their waslth, which ot
thelr erimes, protected them undor Vespeslan,  See Tasit.
11 Dialog do Orstor. ¢ 8. Forome atpusstion, Bemlun, it
uject uf Pling’s satire, received from the sente the cunsular arase
iments, and 8 present of siaty tho pounds. ,,

% The arime of majesty was formesly a treasunalie olfence againgt
the Roman peaples  Ad tibuines of the poople, Augusiay and Tibe
rius appliod & to thele wwa peraons, and extended Qb W un indsils

¢ Afber the virtoous and unfortusste wiow of Germanios hed
boen put to death, Tiberins roceived the thusls of the senate fot
his clemency, She had not been publicly strangiod 3 nor wae tbe
body drawn witi-a hook to the Gemonim, whers those of comimon
malefacturs P — i&_w-mu vi, 25 Suetom I8
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his dominions, would easily obtain, in a happicr mtzﬂ

elimate, a secure refuge, a new fortune adequate _h_'_l._

to his merit, the freedom of complaint, and per-
“reven, . But the empire of
the Romans ﬁ’? 1, and when that
empire fell into the hands of « single persan, the
world _hﬁi?aii'ié’?ﬁ safe and dreary prison for his
enemies. The slave of imperinl al despotism, whe-
¢her he was condemned to drag his gilded chain
in Rome and the senate, or to wear out & Tife of
exile on the barren rock of Seriphus, or the fro-
zen banks of the Danube, expected his fate in
impassible to fly. On every side he was enchm-
passed with a vast extent of sea and land, which

. he could never hope to traverse without heing

discovered, scized, and restored to his irritated
master. Beyond the frontiers, his anxious view
¢ould discover nothing, except the ocean, in-
hiospitable deserts, hostile tribes of barbarians,
of fiecfce manners and unknown language, oOr
dépendent kings, who would gladly purchase the
emperor’s protection by the sacrifice of an ob-
noxious fugitive  © Wherever you aré,” said

= Seriphun wis & emall rocky {slandd in The Egeun sen, the inhia-
Witamks of which were despised for thelr ignamnes and obscurity.
The place of Ovid's exile s well known, by hie jout, but ummaily
lamantations, 1t should Hﬂ.ﬂmlhiq.nl!uﬂrﬂlhnilrﬁ
leave Rime in se many days, shi1o transpoct himslf fo Temi:
Guards and gaolers wers unnecHyImRcy. i’ 2

n Uper Tiberims, & Roman knight atiemjited m?a_r 10 the Par-
thinne Eu'-mﬂ.mtbrmﬁnhuni'ﬁzlt;: b uﬂl!,hdmﬁ

E 3

#
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_.L :

- CHAP. 1V. o
R i L
The cruelty; follies and murder of Contmodis,—Elec-
tiom-of Pertinax— His ottempls (o reforn the state.
— His assassiuation of he prajerian guards.
i e . R e
Tm-'. mildness of Marcus, which the n‘gﬁd_ia-.ﬂlltr-
cipline of the stoics was unable to eradicate, :i_
forined, at-the same. time, the most amiahle, Indulgenes
and the-only defective, part of his character.
His excellent understanding was often deceived
by the unsuspecting goodness of his heart, Art-
ful men, sho study the passions of princes, and
conceal their own, approached his person in the
disguise of philosophic sanctity, and acquired
riches and honours by affecting to despise them.®
His excessive indulgence to his brother, his wife,
and his son, exceeded the bounds of private vir-
tue, and became a public injury, by the example
and consequences of their vices. -

Fausting, the daughter of Pius, and the wifeis ks «is

of Marecus, had been as much celebrated for P St
- gallantries as for her beauty. The grave sim-
plicity of the philosopher was ill calculated to
engage her wanton levity, or to fix that un-
‘bounded passion for variety, which often disco-
vered personal merit in the meariest of man-

: -

':'_'-'-‘Hﬂ- complaints of Avidius Camlus, Hist Augssd. p. &5
These ure, it is trae, the complaints of faction 3 bot cven etion
etaggrmaten, ruther thyn inTente:

Kd

of Marcus

, .-;:-
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THE DECLINE AND FALL
ﬁn@ Cupid of the ancients, was, in gene-
. T8l 8 Wery sensual deity; and the amours of an
empress, as they exact on her side the plainest
advances, are seldom susceptible of much senti-
mental delicacy. Marcus was the only man in
the empire who seemed ignorant or insensible of
the irregularities of Faustina; which, according
to the prejudices of every age, reflected sqme

disgrace on the injured huslmnd. He promoted.
several of ber | )

i.ljlsl:l..l‘ml:llgIr gave her proofs of the mest tender :.Erﬂ.-ﬂ

fidence, and of a respect which ended not w lﬁ.-
her life. In his meditations, he thanks the godé,
who had bestowed on kim a wife, so faithful, so.
gentle, and. of such a wonderful simplicity of
manners!  The cbsequious senate, ot his ears

mmueu,dmlund her a godidess.  She was,

represented, in her temples, with the attributes
of Juno, Venus, and Cercs; and it was decreed

that, on the day of their nuptials, the youth of
cither sex should pay their vows before the m
of their chaste patroness.

.uﬂ
‘Fumummhmmwﬂummﬁm -u-tumﬂ- -

eas it glalliatoriis, elegiose.  Flisl, August p. 30, Lampridiis ¢xs =

.h. e it B e e e Lt m £ -.-
‘Hnliu.kl.L mmu—wummﬂ;qdm
cut bt Madam Dhacier awures us (and we may eredit o ladids

that the husband gll[ ulways be deceived, i e wifa MH
- August p 33 M-

Mﬁmﬁhﬂhﬁmp 580, mm r

tion of Fussting s the only defoct whick Julian's etitician i 1
Alscover in the all-accomplished chavacter of Mureus,

J
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The monstrous. vices of the son lave cnst a CHAR.
shade on the Pﬂﬂtj'ﬂ'ﬁﬂﬁthﬂls virtues. It____,,_,_
hglheeqotuwh!ﬂ#ﬂhlm that he sacrificed o s =
the happiness nfmdw-ﬁ-hty for tus.
qwurthlm Mh&-eammm
his uw'nm er than in the republic.
Nothing, however, was neglected by the anxious
father, and by the men: of virtue and learning

whom he summaned to bis assistanet, to expand
flll. parrow mind of young Compodus, 1o cors
reet his growing vices, and to render him wor-
thy af thu-ﬂrvne. for which he was designed.
But the power urmwﬁqqﬁnm:nf much

efiicacy, except in those huppy dispositions where.
it is almost superfluous. - The distasteful Tesson

af a grave philosoplier was, in a moment, obli-
terated hy the whisper of a profligate favourite;

and Marcus himself blasted the froits of this
Inboured edueation, by admitiing his son, at the
age of fourteen or fifteen, to a full participation of

the imperial power. He lived lut four years after-
wards; but he lived iungwfgum]mntnmh
_mienisure, which raised the impetuous youth sbove

the restraint of reason and authority.

Most of the erimes which disturb the internal Accsmion

the cme-

peace of society, are produced by the rutmmtsw Com
which the necessary, but unequal laws of L s
perty have imposed on- the “iipeﬁtﬂd'm
kind, I:ay confining to a few l.he
thmaljem that are coveted by muny, 'ﬁfnll
- ns and appetites, the love {f power is
of the most imperious and unsociable nature, since
thﬂpndeufmmmpmmthemhmmsmnot' \




188 : iﬁ‘ﬁﬂlﬂ AND PALEL

CHAT l:-hf.&ﬁndﬁ In the tumult of civil discord,
Ve the lawsof society lose their force, and their place
" fe'seldom supplied by those of humanity. The
ardour of contention, the pride of victory, the
despair of succg®® the memory of past injuries,
and the fear of future dangers, all contribute to
inflame the mind, and to silence the voice of
pity. From such motives almost every page of
history has been stained with civil blood; but
these motives will not -account for the unpro-
voked cruelties of Commodus, who liad nothing to
w180 wish, ind every thing to enjoy. The beloved
son of Marcus sucreeded to his father, amidt
the acclamations of the senate and armies,” and
when he ascended the throne, the happy youth
saw round him neither competitor to remove, nor
encmies to punish. Tn this calm elevated station,
it wus surely natural, that he should prefer the
love of mankind to their detestation, the mild
glories of bis five predecessors, to the ignmhiﬂ*
ous fate of Ners, and Domitian.
fomcier Yt Commodus was not, as he has been rq'.*-,',.
modus.  sented, a tyger born with an insatiate thirst of
human blood, and capable, from his infancy,
the most inhuman actions.® Nuturehndfmmul 1
him of & weak, rather than a wicked disposition.
His dﬁipfﬁly’ﬁl‘ﬁmnduy rendered him theslave
of his attendants, who gr.dmnym;mrﬁﬁ

* Commodas whs the first Wmmmw‘m
atnession to the thrane) 1w fattery, the Egypilss

medaly date Ly the ; Were Fynonymms 10
“‘“"“"W%- . 'Bmmllur"ﬂ'
= Jlist Angust: p. 48,
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mind. His cruelty, which at first obeyed the ciar,
dictates of others, dégenerated Tito habit, and at """
length became the ruling passion of his soul.”

Upon the death of his futher, Commodus fie rourue
found himself embarrassed with the command | o
a great army, and the conduct of a difficult war
agmﬂlt'ﬁ?ﬂ‘nﬂdl and Marcomanni.'  The ser-

mww_-mmmm
[ ey -

ence about the new emperor. They exnggerated
the hardships and dangers of o campaign in the
wild countries beyond the Danube; and they
name, and the arms of his lieutenunts, would be
sufficient to complete the conquest of the dismay=
ed barbarians, or to impose such conditions, as
were more advantageous than any conquest. By
a dexterous application to his sensunl appetites,
they compared the tranquillity, the splendour, the
‘refined pleasures of Rome, with the tumult of a
Pannonian camp, ‘which afforded neither leisure
' nor materials for luxury* Commodus listened to

& pleasing advice ; but whilst be hesitated be-

we owi inclination, and the awe which he
still retained for his father's counseliors, the sum-
mer insensibly elapsed, and his triumphal entry
into the capital was deferred till the autumn. His
graceful person,' popular address, and imagined

* Dion Caming. l.h:ll':.p.'[ﬁ . ' :

+ Aoconling to Tertullian (Apdlegse. 35), he ied ot Sirmiur.
Bt the sttumiom of Vindoboua, or Vienna, wherg both the Victors

s death, & bester adapied to {he operations of the wir aguinss

the nanal xnd Quadi. v

* Herodlum, L §, p 18

! Herodlan, L |, p 16

ki)



1Ho THE DECLINE 4ND FALL

CHAP. rml:u-acmd the publie favour; the honour-
™. able peace which he bad recently granted to the
~ barbarians, diffused an universal joy ;™ his impa-
tience to revisit Rome was fondly ascribed to the
fove of his country ; and his dissolute course of
amusements was faintly condemned in a pruuh

of nincteen years of age.

During the three first years of his reign, the
forms, and even the spirit of the old adninistra-
tion were maintained by those faithful counsel-
lors, to whom Marcus had recommended his
son, and for whose wisdom and integrity C;ﬁ .
modus still entertained a reluctant esteem _
young prince and his profligate favourites revelled
in all the licence of sovereign power; hut his
hands were yet unstained with blood, and he
had even displayed a generosity of sentiment,
which might, perhaps, have ripened into solid
virtme® A fatal incident decided his fluctuating
characteér. o

:;mﬂ One evening, as the emperor was _

sia, the palace, thiough a dark and narrow

“* 15 the amphitheatre,” an asshssin, whﬂ‘muﬂiw ’
passage, runhﬂdupm him with a dhwhﬂ
loudly exclaiming, = T'he senale sends you this
The menace prevented the deed; the mﬁﬁ
=eized by the guards, and immediately y
the authors of the conspiracy. It had been formed

 This umiversy jos in well described (o tha modals s well o8
historlans) by Mr! Wotten, Hist of Bome, p 188, 188~ 7 i

* Munilins, the conbdentinl scretary of Aviding Cassius, was die-
covered after he had duin concenled. seversl yeass. The ewperse
nelily velheved ‘the public ausicty, by refusing to soe him, i birmning

®in popers without opening them. [Hon. Cassios, ), ol e Lo
* Sze Maflyi degll Amphitheatri, p. 136
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not in the state, but within the wolls of the cwar
palace. Lucills, the emperor's sister, and widuw_ :f_'“

of Lucius Verus, impatient of the second rank,

and jealous of the veighing empress, had armed
the murderer against her brother's life. She had
not ventured to eommunicate the black design to
her secondl husband Claudius Pompeigunus, & senn-
tor of distinguisbed wmerit. and unshaken loyalty;
imitated the manners ol Fausting) she found men.
of desperate fortuncsand wild ambition, who were
prepared toserve her more violent, as well a3 her
the rigour of justice; and the abandoned princess
wis punished, first with exile, and afterwards
with death.” :

But the words of the assassin sunk deep intothe Harel and
mind of Commiodus, and left an indelible im-Fmmous

pressionof fear and hatred against the wholebody forariethe

= BEnnE.

of the senate, Those whom he had dreaded as
importunate ministers, he now saspected us secret
enemies. The delators, a race of men discou-
raged, and almost extinguished, under the for<
mer reigus, again became furmidable, as soon as
they discovered that the emperor was desirous of
finding disaffection and treason in the semate.
That assembly, whom Marcushad everconsidered
as the great council of the nation, was composed
of the most distinguished of the Romans; and
distinction of every kind soon became criminal

* Dign, L i, g 1205, Heodlag, Lip 15 Hist. Auguit,



e LR H' i ﬂ'f“eﬂilh Bﬂmu]ﬂteﬂ thtdlllgm
V. af the infurnwn- s rigid virtue implied a tacit

T TR ALE.

-ngmmt of the irregularities of Commodus; im-
portant services implied a dangerous superiority
" of merit; and the friendship of the father always
ensured the aversion of the son.  Suspicion was
equivalent to proof; trinl to condemnation.
The execution of a considerable senator was at-
tt*ndl_'d with [he denl.h nf all who mlghl Iiment

The Quin=  Of these innocent victims of tyranny, n
e " died more lamented than llw two brothers of
Quintilian family, Mmun_m sand (.undsmulﬁ'
whose fraternal love has saved their names lh:?
eblivion, and endeared their memaory to .
ﬁh{: ‘Their studies and their occupations, their
d their pleasures, were still the s:
Intlueﬁuymtofngmt estate, they. f
admitted the idea of a separate interest; ;
fragments are now extant of a treatise which
composed in_common ; and in every m
life it was observed, t!:at tlu:lr two bodies
animated by one soul.  The Anmn{nea, @
valued ghq\mmm and delighted in their union,
n, il nﬂgx same year, to the consul-
Blup and cards entrusted to .
joint care the civil administration. of Gn £
and a gread military command, in which ,ﬂih! :
obtamfr.l a signal vmwmihﬁwmm The
e 'Hu*‘p- t-

'_--._pi
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kind cruelty of Commodus united them in u#rr

deatﬁ-“ : . “ z ?n': ,‘f‘
. he nate, iqulh

¥ 'but who gmwsmﬁl 2 con

of vigour and ability. By acts of e*ctnﬂ.lun, and

l_]m for ml.ad estates of the nobles ‘g?u{,nﬁced to his
aucqgm!ﬂ

n tul_lgnmpnm trea-
mediate command; and 5 son, whu als ¥y
discovered o military genius, was at the head of
the Hlyrian legions, Perénnis aspired to the
empire; or what, in the eyes of Commodus,
amounted to the same crime, he was capable of
uplrigg to jt, hqi e not been prevented, sur-

and put th. T_hﬂ ﬁII ut‘ a minister .

,unvarjr 'tr:ﬂmg ! 3 th
f the empire ; but it wos haste

dinary dmmmz:w, v.'lm,ll prnﬂ:i !

nmrm.mn uf Perennis, funmd & depumuuu
of fiftcen hundred select men, with inst
1o march to ﬂﬂﬂﬂ-wﬂu; - pomj
bel'm the emperor.

1”#“ Mhe, Augrstan History, Cosnbin hey eollectsd
z cumberof particulivs concerning thess falabimtod biobems et
7 9 of bin Jewoed commentary.



144 THE DECLINE AND PALL
CIAP b_f r awn determined behaviour, by mlhmi..
o _ing the divisions of the guards, by

T the strength of the British army, and by alarm-
ing the fears of Commaodus, exacted and obtaine
ed the minister’s death, as the only redress of
their grievances” This presumption of a dis
tant army, and their discovery of the wenkness
of government, was a sure presage of the mdit
dreadful convulsions,

Revitof  The nnghmmmmmm

e was hetrayed soon afterwards, by anew
which arose from the smallest beginnings.
spirit of desertion began to prevail among
troops; and the deserters, instead of seekis
their safety in flight or concealment, infested
highways. Maternus, a private soldier, of &
daring boldness above bis station, collected these
bands of robbers into a little army, set open the
prisons, invited the slaves to assert their
and plindered with impunity the rich m&ﬁ"
fenceless cities of Gaul and Spain,  The gm'ﬁ _
nors of the provinces, who had long been the
spectators, and perhaps the partners, of his de-
predations, were at length roused from their
supine indolence by the threatening :omm
of the emperor. Maternus found that he was
encompasssd, and foresaw that he must be over-
powered. A great effort of despair wmlli:ﬁ,ir
resource.  He ordered his followers to disperiey

* Divn, L b, blﬂﬂ;ﬁnﬁhhhplﬂ Hin..lnﬂ?:
P # Dion ghes _fk“mwm
the other historisne, mHMIMﬂ'ﬂlF

ractiy.
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to pass the &lps insmall parties and varions dis- Eﬁ_if. :

guises, and to dssemble af during the li-
~centious tumult of the festival of Cybeles To
mm‘du-cm and to aseend the vacant

the amlit ';wmmm
His measures wore 5o o ably concerted, that his
concealéd  eronps -Imndy fillod the streets of

The efvy of an accomplice discovered

%ﬁ this singular enterprise; in the mio-

ment when it was ripe for execution.*

Suspicious princes often promote the lowest of The minis-

mankind, frot' & vain pérsunsion that those who 5 ="

have no dependenice, éxcept on their favour, will
bave no attachment, except to the person of thelr
benefactor. Cleander, the susvesior of Pevennis,
was a Phrygian by birth; of a nution, over
whose stubborn, but servile témper, hlows only
could prevail® He had been sent from kis na-
tive country to Rome, in the eipncity of a slave.
As a slave he entered the imperial palace, res-
déred hn!*]fﬂm pmmm, nmi
rapidly ascended to the

gject could enjoy.  His Mﬁﬁr the
us was nuch preater than' thet
of his }ﬂﬁlﬂﬁhﬁr for Cleander was devoid of

'hnnlthnmimw. the Romans imported frem Asts

pnded,” and plananre wed (he ctly ecriody business of the ¢y, Sce
mhmlh.m.u .
Llop. #, 25, !
; 'ﬂ'ﬁ'l'ﬂml'hn.aﬂ.
YOL. I, L
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CHAR w or virtue which could inspire the em-
V- peror with envy or distrust.  Avarice was the
Wiem- reigning passion of his soul, and the great
::;‘ ciple of his administration. The rank of con-
sul, of patrician, of senator, was e‘xpuaed i:li
public sale ; and it would have been cmwulﬂnﬁ
as disaffection, if any one had refuséd tnmk-
chase these empty and disgraceful honours with
the greatest part of his fortune.® In the lucra-
tive proyinciale  the minister shared
with the gavernor the spoils of the people.. :l.‘lg
execution of the laws was venal and arhits
A mnhh_'f criminal might obtain, not uniy
reversal of the sentence by which he was ju
condemned, -but might likewise inflict wlmtw
punishment he pleased on the accuser, the wit
nesses, and the judge.
~r-:fothuemmm,{’.I¢nndnr in the space of W
yers, mmuhtad more wealth than had
ever yet possessed by any freedman’ Com-
wodus was perfectly satisfied with the m%ﬁr
ficent presents which the artful courtier hﬁ
his feet in «the most seasonable moments,
divert the public envy, Cleander, under
peror’s name, erected baths, portices, and phﬂﬂ
‘of exercise, for the use of the people. %
. mM:m:m oerasioned n M
gt that-Juliod Sokm was basiaded intn the seante.
* Dim (L bxsil, o 12, 19) obuerves, thit no. lhnln!n hl*!h-;_'
semseid riehes eiqui) to thoes of Clesnders' The firtune ufm:

amounted, hrwvver, mupwwﬂtrtﬂ-lwm
i 3 frr millive o ’

F_ﬂm%_m“

disi Nooa Antiea, p. 70,

-
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fiattered himself that the Romins, dazzled and CHAR.
amused by this apparent liberality, would be less

affected by the bloody scenes which were daily
exhibited ; tlmt Wﬂﬂd furget the denth of

Byvrhus, a s 10 whose superior merit the
late tuil one of his daughters;

and m&""ﬁ'ﬂlﬂﬂ forgive the execution of
i Autoninus, ive of the

mer, with more integrity than prudmml.'. had
attempled to disclose, to his brother-in-law, the
true character of Cleander. An eguitable sen-
tence pmnuunml by the latter, when proconsul
of Asia, agninst a worthless creature of the fas
vourite, proved fatal to him®  After the fall of
Perennis, the terrors of Commodus had, for a
short time, assumed the appearance of a return

o virtue.  He repealed the most odions of his

acts, loaded his memory with the public execra-
tion, and pseribed to the pernicious counsels of
thatiwicked minister, all the errors of his inex-

perienced youth, Bat H’WW

= hyu and, under Cleander’s'
i of Pereunis was often regretted.

Pestilenteand famine contributed to fill up the Sedition

anil dth

measure of the calamitics of Rome. The first o Clemn.
could be only imputed to the just indignation of ™7 .o

the gods; but o monapoly of corn, supported by
the nches anil power of the minister, was con-

‘IH-H Augusk p. 43,
* Herndllam, Lk po 23 ; Dioo, L il po 12135, “The lattes TATE,

that tep M-m! juersonis died every day at Heme, du.urlg 1 cuni-
dreratile Kngth of time,
y
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THE DECTLINE AND FALL
m the immedinte canse of the second,

-Tahﬁ-'pqmlnr discontent, after it had long cirs

culated in whispers, broke out in the assembled
circus. The people quitted their favourite amuses
ments, for the more delicious pleasure of revenge,
rushed in crowds towards a palace in the suburbs,
one of the emperor's retivements, and demanded,
with angry| clamours, the head of the public ene-
my. Cleander, who commanded the preetorian
guards,* ondered s body!of eavalry o sally forth
B Aieras (s seatEES T ItitINE e vl
titude fled with precipitation towards the citys
several were elnin, and many more were tramplad
to death: but when the cavalry entered the
streets, their pursuit wis checked by a showerof
stones and darts from the roofs and windows of
the louses, The foot guards,® who had been
lng jealous of the prerogatives and insolence of
the pratorinn cavalry, cmbiraced the party of
ghe people.  The tamult became a regular en-
gagement, and threatened @ general mussacre.
The protorians at length gave way, oppresed
with numbers; and the tide of popular fury re

N
© Timeigus s tres prafect! prantorio fueres futer goos b
tinus,  Proes ssie reniaine of modesty, Clender deciined the Hitle,
whilss he ssmmed (he powers of prutocian prefeet.  As the other

&y decids thls quetion.
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turned with redoubled violence against the gates nll#i-.

of the palace, where Commodus lay, dissolved in
luxury, and alone unmmmsnfthd!ﬂnnr

It was death to ¢ his person with the un-
welcome news.  He would have perished in this
gupinge s ot two women, his elder

b nm:l Matein, the most favoured of
M ventured to bresk into his pre-
: ed in tears, and with dishevelled
hair, they threw themselves at his feet; and with
all the pressing eloquence of fear, discovered to
the affvighted emperor the crimes of the minis-
ter, the rage of the peopin. and the inipending
ruin which, in a few minutes, would burst over
his palace and person. Commodus sterted from
his dream of pleasure, and commanded that the
head of Cleander should be thrown out to the
people. The desired spectacle instantly appeased
the tumult; and the son of Marcus might even
yet have rn:gnmd the affection and confidence of
his subjects®

But every sentiment nf virtue ai
was extinct in the mind of

he thus abandoned the reins of empire to I'.hae"‘“‘“'*

unworthy favourites, he valued nothing in sove-
reign power, except the unbounded licence of
indulging his se appetites. His hours were
spent in a » of three hundred beautiful
women, and as many boys, of every rank, and
of every province; and, wherever the arts of
sedtiction proved ineffectunl, the brutal fover had

* Dinn Mu,i.]ni,p-l!ui Herodian, L 4 v 325 Hilk
Augst y B,
L3



150  4WE DECLINE AND FALL
CHAT. Te “jh:r violence. The ancient” historians
: v mqmtmwd on these abandbned scenes of
-pmstituhnﬂ, which scorned every resteaint of
pature or modesty: but it would not be essy to
translate their too fuithfu! descriptions into the
decency of modern 1 The mtemln of
lust were filled wp with” 'hn!ﬂt amusements,
o gt The imfluence of a polite age, and the labour of
Jaw sparin AN attentive E‘llﬂﬂﬂhﬂn hﬁd- never hetn able ﬁl;
infuse into his “mind the Imlt
tincture of learning and he was the first of the-
Roman emperors totally devoid of taste for ¢
pleasures of the understanding. Nero hims
excelled, or affected to exdel, in the clegant o8
-of musie and poetry ; nor should we :]Lsymfik
*  pussuits, had he not converted the pleasing
_ationof a leisure hourinto the serioushusiness ad
“ambition of his life. But Commodus, from his
eaﬁf&‘iﬂﬁmy discovered an aversion t,hﬂm
‘ever was rational or liberal, and a fond
ment to the amusements of the [mpulum"
sports of the circus and amphitheatre, the tﬁ;.,l
hats of gladiators, and the hunting of wild b
The masters in every branch of learping,
.Hiucuu provided for his son, were hemiﬁfl!
ins on and disgust; whilst the Doors nnd
Parthians, who Aaught him to dart’ E&Ejﬂﬂﬁ
and to shoat with the how, fumn; a d.ﬁ:iph::p‘.h
delighted in his np;:-l;r:nﬂan, and sbon a{mﬂﬂ

-~ - ]

pe eanctlings sk b oeuli
o juvennmmn earehat | :

ﬂlﬂ BEXmn niTunuue. pu'thﬁii. .ﬁi »

e
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the most skilful of his instructors, in the steadi- ﬂl#r
nmﬂﬂm,@ﬂhtﬂ‘@uﬁ'ﬂmhuu& ___H_‘__
The mvﬂnmwd,wmmwmumw

ﬂmigmhle PUT- peasts.
of flattery mm

mlﬂm of W t.ht: [:n:cmu Her-

an immortal memory among men. m!_"
forgot to observe, that, in the first ages of so-
ciety, when ﬂwﬁmmmnlwﬂmdwpute with

unsettled country, a
successful war against thmmia,m of the
most innocent anid beneficial labours of heroism.
1u the civilized state of the Roman empice, the
wild beasts had long since retired from the face of
man, and the nelghlmurhmn.l of populous cities.

“To surprise them in their solitary haunts, and to
them to Rome, that they might be slnin

(in P““’P'Tfﬂlﬂllﬂﬂdfnunmjmrﬂr was an en-
terprise e ually ridiculous ﬁ:r thb L and
er for the |moplc. [gmarant 0
Commodus e-ngcﬂy raced

gl-;:-nmﬂ mnhluncc, and styted himself® (as we

than, ﬂ"ﬁ in iz awn W"‘l 'I'l!'!‘lll,'
This estraandinary game-liw wis miuu.uﬂ by Diemirius =6d lmTI)
ﬂﬂﬂwm Coden, Thesilos. 1o Yy . i, et Commmit.

L%
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mu.r Wm his medals") the Romay Hleroulpg
The elub and the lion's hide were phumi by thq;
-ﬁk of the throne, amongst the ensigns of so-
vereigoty ; and statues were erected, in which
Commodus was represented in the character, and
with the attributes of the god, whese valour and.
dexterity he endeavoured to emalate in the daily
course of his ferocious amusements.!

Commadus Flated with these Pl.'ﬂ.l.&l?a, w]mh grmlimlly X,

bt in ting m:hed ,tge i '__‘Z:, 2

g oxhibit, before. the eyes of e
Roman peapfl* ﬂmse exercises, which 1ill the
he had decently confined within the walls of
palace, and to the presence of a few f;nnunl,ﬁg
On the appointed dn}r, the various motives of
flattery, fear. and curiosity, attracted to the am-
phitheatre an innumesable multitude niugm:tntm
and some degree of applavse was deservedly be-
ﬂm&c uncommon skill of thempum
performer.  Whether he aimed at the head or
héart of the animal, the wound was aﬁh& uu;-
tain and mortal.  With arrows whese point m
shaped imto the form of a crescent, €

R e N

often intercepted the rapid meer,mdmtm
der the long bony neck of the ostrich! A pan-
ther was fet loose; and the archer waited till he
-hnﬂwmnumhimgmm In the
same instant the shaft flew, the beast dropt dead,
and the man remained unhurt. Ihedmﬂm
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amphitheatre disgorged at once a hundred lions; c¥AR.
a hundred darts from the unerring hand of Com- ...ff;..
modus laid them dead as they ran raging round
the arena, Neither the buge bulke of the ecle-
phant, nor the sealy hide of the rhinoceros, could
defend them from his stroke. Ethiopia and

India yielded their most extraordinory produe-
tions; and seversl animals were slain in the am-
presentations of art, or perhaps of faney! In
all these exhibitions, the securest precautions
were used to protect the person of the Roman
Hmmhfﬁmthm‘m.qumﬁ
who might passibly disregard the dignity of 1
emperor, and the sanctity of the god.™

But the meanest of the populace were uﬁtﬂﬂl:;“mﬂf;
* with shame and indignation when they beheld :
their sovereign enter the lists as a gladiator, and
glory in a profession which the laws and manners
of thcﬂmshadhmnded with the justest note
of infamy.” He chose the habit and arms of

A Conmmodur Niflel 5 camelopisdalls or gl (Dioms & B
o 19113, the tallest, the mast gentle, and the' mast eless oF th
Turge quadrupeds. This singulsr anlmuil, & native only of ks linte-
sior parté of Afidas, has not besn sscn i Eirspe since the evival of
lottora s and though M. de Buffbo (His. Watprelle, tom. i) has
endeavoured 1o describe, be has not ventured to delineats, the gi-

raffe.

» Herodian, L i, o 5T Elist. Augost. p 30 ~

* The virtuons, and even the wiss, princes frhade the senators
mulﬁu_ummmmpﬂiﬂm.phih-
fumny, or, what was more dreaded by those prodiguie wretches, of
wxile. Tha fymaks allgred them te dishopoar by thrents s réwnrds.
Yero once prodeesd, in the urena, forty senators and sinty kulghts
See Lipsivs, Ssturmiia, b i, 2. ile bas happily correctsd @ pate
sage of Suctonivs, tn Neone, ¢ 12, '



131 W‘Iﬂ AND PALL

CHAP, il . whose combat with the rebiarity
o el i 4 & '
i one of the most lively scenes in l.h

y sports of the nmpll.tthmtrc The sectefor
m armeil with an helmet, sword, and bucklers
l:zs nuked antagonist had only a large net and a
trident; with the one he endeavoured to entangle,
with the other to dispateh, his enemy. If he
missed the first throw, he wis obliged to fly
from the pursuit of the secufor, till hc had prl'l-
pared mmw._
fought in this wm&ﬂﬁm
five several times. These glorious achie wmtmﬂ
wore r:a.ruluil}r recarded in the public acts of the
cmpive; and that he might emit no circumstance
of infumy, he reeetved from the common fund
of gladiators, a stipend so exorbitant, that it
became a new and most ignominious tax upon the - -
Romnn people” It may be easily supposed; that
in these engagements the master of the worl
was always succéssful = in the amphitheate
victories were not often sanguinary; but when he
exercised his skill in the school of gladiators, @‘3'
his own palace, his wretched antagonists |
frequently honoured with a mortal nmndﬁ ?
the hand of Commaedas, and obliged to seal their

nr:: ﬁm,&wm their bloosd* He now disduined

e npi’leﬁﬂﬁh of Hercules. The name of Pau-
lus, a celehrated secutor, was the only nm:wim:h

* Lipalie, L1i, e Ty B Jovenal, pun,. W"ﬁ"" gles v
gicturysque deetiptan of thid combat.,
2 Wit r.ug;us: ;uan. Ibiane L 1o 1_;';
ﬁhﬂ i “onix mmu i -nupwﬁ
s loaden vniuh Indﬁugm probably the counmurives of fheir

1‘|-r ilf

I.I
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delighted his car. It was inscribed on his colossal cHar
‘statues, and in the e acclama-

":ll'.il?tsll nF the‘}m-ﬁﬁ ; ;

ing m&m:ym Mﬁaﬁm H‘npﬂd
the resentment of the tyrant, andwith his hahour,
“had the good fortune to preserve his life
Commodus had now attained the summit of
vice and  infamy. Aunidst the acelnmations of
" a flattering court, he was unible to disguise,
from himself, thit he had de served the contempt
“and hatrell oF every man of sewse and virtue in
 his urgﬁ' Vis ferdeious spirit was irritated by
* the consciousness of that hatred, by the il of
every kind of merit, by i

.-Z.. ml by the hak t o
e i his dafly al

" 1 They werw repwat_six fithd
Panlus, firrt of the - e
-.mu'n. L sy pe lﬁl..__]h #peaks q.r__h_hﬁ!.; —— ;r.

11"“‘“‘1.““ Ll ) b . iy AL
Ihqﬂlﬂtwu{hull:m ! ;Mm

dvisred ﬂmucll.munf'ﬁir;-_}u. "lu:tﬂﬂ'l'hmlu
."'Jhm‘“' Dhin, ** execpt durlng dhie sl Frign of Perti=
b g™ Al his efeeitics bail sialdanly el hiim, and ey reii.
wil 7a suddinly upsn fhe mwrder of thel eesellent privee. . Dian,
). lsuill, p A29T
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cuav. ireserved o long list of consular senators sa-

¥ crificed to his wanton suspicion, which sought
d—!l-rwi.wﬂ*!l peculiar anxiety, those uniortunate per-

2:" sons, connected, however remotely, with the fas

mily of the Antonines, without sparing even the
ministers of his crimes or pleasures.” His cruelty
proved at last fatal to himself. He had shed with
imiptinity the noblest blood of Rome: he perished
s soom as he was dreaded by his own domestics.

Murcig  his W‘m his'
chuaberlain, and Laetus Bis pretorian ﬁaf::g
alarmed by the fate of their companions
predecessors, resolved to prevent the dmtru
which every hour hung over their heads, cithor
from the mad caprice of the tyrant, or the suds
den mdjgnmmn of the people. Marcia seized
the occasion of presenting @ draught of wine te
ber lover, after he had Gatigued himself with
Desn ot hunting some wild beasts. Commaodus wﬂ
== to sleep; but whilst he was lahouring with
Sia i effects of poison and drunkenness, a robust ymﬁ,
eember, by profession a wrestler, entered his uhw
and strangled him without resistance. The |

J 4

was secretly conveyed out of the palace, befo
the least sus was entertained in the city, or
even in the of of the.emperor’s death. Suﬁr

was the £ he son of Marcus, and so easy
was it to destroy ahated tyrant, who, by the arti-
ficinl powers of governmengt, hﬂ;waﬂ, dur-
ing thirteen years, so mnnlzgn%m ofml;]f.ctﬂp

-mm“mmmuﬁa‘n and the e
price of Commiddus wes often fatnl 10 his most farearite chsmbens
lains,  Hist. Augugt. p. 46, 51,
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ditf an ane wnt genator of consulur rank, M
conspicuons merit had broke through the obseu-
rity of his lirth, and raised him to the first ho-
nours of the state. He had successively governed
. wiost of the provinces of the empire; and in all
his great employments, military as well as civl,
be had uniformly distinguished himself by the
firmness, the prudence, and the integrity of his
mduut.’ He now remained almost alone of

.mq:.m:.un. undm‘u.pu Him. Asguse.

.

'thaniﬂluﬂﬁﬂlﬂlmm TMiedmont, and s
&f o tisher.merchint W*J-WW
by L j well deserves 1o be st down, a8 EprE
hw:;‘MIm spd mammers of the age. 1.

4, Prefles of = cobort in Syrin, hmrumuud;*ﬂh
.I!ﬂliu. Wlﬂiﬁ o sgprmdron of Borse, n Masis,

Lﬂ:mnm,-n{;mmm-mm.ﬂmhﬂmm- L Ne

rommanied ihe floet wpon the Thine & He was [.Tl'll'."l-‘l-‘l‘.-n'lri‘

Diseia, with = mlary of sbos L1600 2-pinr. 7. He cmmmanded the

watorans of a legion. H.E!ﬂhhnlﬂbcln:llm I-ﬂ'

pretor. A0 ‘mmthnumhdplthem

Nergium. 11 I[nwumnlmﬁl’ﬁl

it the est. 1% Eenuwnﬂiiuﬂu

T4 He wis comeulir Tegate of Mesia 15, OF Dacia. u.urtr-

o Hr‘ﬂ'm 18, Ug hat the core of the public providos
wl
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THE DECLINE AND FALL L
riends and ministers of Marcus; and when,

y late ‘hour of the night, he was awnkmﬁ.
.*_'?. the news that the chamberlain and the pre=
fect were at his door, he received them with in
Arepid resignation, and desired they would exe-
cute their master’s orders.  Instead of death,
they offered him the throne of the Roman MM
During some moments he distrusted their intens
tions and assurances. Lﬂnvml‘nd al'.’- leng'tll ﬂ?
the tiﬁnth,n{. LTS

mwne liﬂﬂ! uI' tl!.e rIutu 4 ;md u!' i'.h i
gers of the supreme rank.*
Lactus conducted without delay his new eflis
peror to the camp of the practorians, d:lﬁmlng*
prmicis the same time through the city o seasonable pee
port that Commodus died suddenly of an-

wmwmmmmm :

a prince, whose inc ulgence amd hlhEl'llkr_‘_ P
alone hal experienced; but the umnrgwrﬂﬁ e
oecasion, fle authority of -their pr i
putation of Pertinax, and the ﬂlmmrsﬂft he
pmplur. nhhged them totﬁﬂeumiraem.-t discon-
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lugilt in ﬂ:e gludmtm q H{,I‘lﬂ!‘l] il P %'
to take possession of the {nn_n,u]-,]:up, in the hahlit
and with the attendance of that infamous crew.

On a sudden, before the hreak afﬁq— the senate

was called together in the temple of Concord, to

meet the guards, and to ratify the election of a
new emperor. For a few minutes they sat insilent
suspense, doubtful of their unexpected delivers
ance, and suspicious of the cruel artilices of Com-
modus s but when at length they were assured
that the tyrant was no more, they resigned them-
selves toall the transperts of joy and indignation.
Pertinax, whe modestly represented the meaa-
ness of his extraction, amd M

noble senalors more (eserving than: ﬁmneifm
empire, wiis constrained by their dutiful violence
to ascend the throne, and received all the titles
ol imperial power, confirmed by the most sine

cere vows of fidelity. The wemory, of ﬂmm

modus was branded with eternal infamy, W

medut

names of tyrunt, of gludiator, of public enpmy, fered

I‘Hcmndeﬂ in every corner of the house. - They
decreed, in tumr.ltuuua votes, that his houours
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CHAP dbe reversed, his titles erased from the
o  monuments, his statues thrown down, his
“hody dragged with a hook into the stripping-
~ room of the gladiators, to satiate the public fury;
and they expressed some indignation aguinst those
officious servants who had already presumed to
screen his remains from the justice of the senate.
But Pertinax conld not refuse those lust rites to
the memory of Marcus, and the tears of his first
protector Claudius who lamented
the eruel fate of his| ,,md;lnmmtd
still more that he had deserved it.* _
Legat jo-  These cffusions of impotent rage against a duﬂ
gl emperor, whom the senate had flattered when
;”m alive with the most abject servility, betrayed &
Just but ungenerous spirit of revenge. The le-
gality of these decrees was however supported by
the principles of the imperiul constitution. To
€ensure, (o depose, or to punish with death, the
first magistrate of the republic, who had abused
‘his delegated trust, was the ancient and undotibt-
el prerogative of the Roman senate;® but that
feeble assembly was obliged to content itself
with inflicting on a fallen tyrant that publitjﬁ—

tice, from which, during his life and reign, he
had been shiclded by the m:tg arm ufnﬂilﬂ‘r

\_i-\ |
k - T
* Capitalinug gives os the particulars of thess tumultnary voits
which were muved by one senntor, and Mnmm
by the whils body. st - Augnat. po 52,

"‘m h'
. ;ﬂ;mmmn death morc majardy
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Pertinax found o nobler way of condemning cHAP.
his predecessor's memory, by the contrast of his "
own virtues with the vices of Commodus. On Virtues of
the day of his' accession, hie résigned over to his ™™

vanity of the former with the title of Augusta ;
ter by the rnk of Caesar.  Accurately distine
guishing between the duties of o parent and
those of a sovereign, he educated his son with a
severe simplicity, which, while it gave him no
assured prospect of ‘the throne, might in time
huve rendered him worthy of it. Tn public, the
hehaviour of Pertinax was grave and sffable.
He lived with the virtuous part of the senate
(and, in a private station, he had been acquaint-
edwith the true character of each individual),
without either Pride or jealousy; considered them
as friends and companions, with whom he had
shared the dungers of the tyranny, and with
whom he wished to enjoy the security of the
present time. Fle very frequently invited them
to familiar entertainments, the frugality of which
was ridiculed” by these who remembered and
regretted the luxurious prodigality of Come
miodus.® .

* Dion (L Ixiii, p. 1299) speaks of these entertalnments, s &
senatar“who had supped with the emperor, Capitolinus (Hist, Age

unty e B8), like & slyve, who had received his imelligence fom cas
uf the seulilung,

. ¥OL. I, o



CHSE: -_m as far as it was pum’hle, the wounds
iﬁ&'bﬂﬁ by the hand of tyranny, was the pleas-

E""""* ing, but melancholy, task of Pertinax. The

uﬁhhmnﬂwnt victims, who yet survived, were recall-
ed from exile, released from prison, and restored
to the full possession of their honours and for-
tunes. The unburied bodies of murdered seng-
tors (for the cruelty of Commodus endeavoured
to extend itself bey Dml r.lenth] were dnpnstt.ed in
the sepulchres of their pio
wits justified ; and every cousolatio
ed on their ruined amd 'tﬂiu_ te d I'um:l:u .I’LM -
these consolations, one of the most grateful wil
the punishment of the delators; the commot
enemies of their master, of virtue, and of their
country.  Yet even in the inquisition of these
legal assasins, Pertinax proceeded with a m
temper, whichgﬂeavﬂythmgm,]umte,qﬂ

- to popular prejudice and resen

it The finances of the state demmnded t-%

vigilant care of the emperor. Thmrg!t.,ﬂll?

measure of injustice and extortion had been

adopted, which could collgct the property of the.
subject into the: coffers of the princy, the rape-
ciousness of Commodus had been so very inade-
quate to his extravagance, that, upon his deuth,
no more than eight thousand pounds were found
in the exhausted treasury,’ to defray the curs
rent expences of government, and to discharge
the pressing demnnd of a liberal donative, which

Wit Theid - 3P Fiow e hunwﬂ-ilﬂt.'
treasung of wiccs septics willies, alwve Vro-and-twenty millions wet

fing.  Dien, L toxiil, p. 1338
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the new emperor hal:l_hmamhllged to promise t0 cuaP.
the praetorian guards. Yet, under these dis- 'V
tressed circamstances, Pertinax had the generous™
firmness to remit all the oppressive taxes invented
by Commodus, and tecancel all the unjust claims
of the mmc[ﬂ-ing in a decree of the se-
nute, * that he was better satisfied to adininister
“a poor republic with innocence, than to ac-

* quire riches by the ways of tyranny and dis-
% honour.” Economy and industry he consider-
ed as the pure and gemiine sources of wealth ;
and from. them he soon derived a copious supply
for the public necessities.  The expence of the.
household was immediately reduced to one half,
All the instruments of luxury, Pertinax exposed
to public auction,” gold and silver plate, cha-
riots of u singular construction, a superflucus
wardrobe of silk and embroidery, and a great
number of beautiful slaves of both sexes ; exeept-
ing only, with attentive humanity, those who
were born i a state of freedom, and had bwn
ravished from the arms of their weeping pares

At the same time that he obliged _. rthless
fmnfth*_ tmntturmgntplﬂ:ﬂ'ﬁﬁr
ill-gotten wealth, he satisfied the just ereditors of
the state, and unexpectedly discharged the long
arrears of honest services. He removed the op-
pressive restrictions which had been laid npon
commerce, and granted all illl. umlhﬂtd

l_lqidu_ the design of converting ﬂn-nr uselesy ornaments fnto
muiney, Dion (. Boliil, po 1279) asiigns two seeret motives of Pers
tiiar.  Hewinhed o expose the viees of Commodus, and to distomer
by the pirvhasers thow who most rewembled him.
ne
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CHAP. in dtaly and the provinces, to those who
N mmg them ; with an cxﬂnpmn from
: @utq:, during the term. of ten years.'
and pepi=  Such an uniform conduct bad already secured
"#Y $0 Pertinax the noblest reward of a sovereign,
the loye and esteem of his people. Those whe
remembered the virtues of Marcus, were happy
to contemplate, in their new emperor, the fea-
tures of that bright ungmn.l, and llnltemd them-
v, it he sonkbgs
nﬁtrm th.n mrruptr:-d atn.'l.e m:-:umpnmﬂd with
less prudence than might have been expected
from the years and expericnce of Pertinax, prove
ed fatal to himself and to his country. His honest
indiscretion united against him the servile crowd,
who found their private benefit in the public
isorders, and who preferred the favour of a ty-
ar hthfmnmhk.mﬂnrut‘mchwu
Discontent  Amidst the general joy, the sullen and
MPW of the pretorian guards het;m
their inward dissatisfaction. They had relug-
tantly stibmitted to Pertinax, they dreaded the
stnttness of the ancient discipline, which he was
to restore, and they regretted the h-
mqm of the former reign, Their discontents
mmqmm by Leetus their prefect,
who found, whea it was too late; that his new
emperor would reward a servant, but would not

u;_'!‘hmlh Capltulinus has picked up ddle tales of the private
of Pertinax, be joiss o 3 in admiceg he
P, e s it Do aad e

4 anrmmmmm T. Liv. i1, &



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 1&:

be ruled by a favourite. On the third day of his cmar
reign, the solliers seized on @ noble senator, with
a design to carry him to the camp, and toinvest
him with the imperial purple. Instead of being

dazzled by the dungerous honour, the affrighted

fuge at the feet of Pertinax. A short time after-a conspi-
wards, Sosius Falco, one of the consuls of the 17

year, a rash youth,” but of n-ﬂm
lent fumily, listened to the voice of

and a conspiracy was formed during a short ab-
sence of Pertinas, which was crushed by his sud-
den return to Rome, and his resolute bebaviour.
Falco was an the point of being justly condemn-
ed to death as a public enciny, had he not been
saved by the earnest and sincere entreaties . of
the injured emperor, who conjured the senate,
that the purity of his reign might not be stained
by the blood even of a guilty senutor,

These disappointments served only to irritate Murder of
the rage of the pretorin guards. On they, e
twenty-eighth of March, eighty-six days onlyrrees:
after the death of Commodus, a gene sedition u. ». 199,
brokesout in the carp, which the officers wanted g
either power or inclination to suppress, Two or
three humdrell’ of the most desperate soldiers
marched at noan-day with arms intheir handsand
fury in their looks, towards the imperial palace,

The gates were thriwnopen by their companions

® I %e credit Capitolinus {which is vather difienit), Falee hehaved
with 1he maost petulant indecency 1o Perrinax, on thi day of his sce
eession:  The wise emperor only sdmenished him of ks youth asd
lnexperimee. . Flist. August. p. 55

M3
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Eraah rEess

mﬁﬁlﬂ tnd h:r thf" domestics of the old
ew‘ﬁ.‘h'lmhnd already formad n secret conspiracy,
a‘:mt the life of the too virtuous emperor. On
the news af their approach, Pertinax, disdaining
either flight or coneealment, advanced to meet his
assassins ; and recalled to their minds his own
innocence, and the sanctity of their recent onthy
For afew moments they stood in silent suspense;
ashamed of their atrocious design, and awed by

the venernhie Wﬁtﬂiﬂﬁﬁn{ their
il at length the despair of pardon
reviving their firy, a barbariun of the countiy.
of Tongres' levelled the first blow against Pers
tinax, who was instantly dispatched with a muls
titude of wounds. His head, separated from his
body, and placed on a lance, was carried in tris
umph to the pratorian camp, in the sight of a

_mﬁl' and indignant people, who Jamented

ortyﬁleofthte‘:cdient prince, and
tlm transient blessings of a reign, the memory of
which could serve only to aggravate thein ajs
proaching misfortunes." i

! Thit modeen bishoprio of Ligge. m-ﬁlurpmhﬂ[
to the Ratavian horse-pusrde, who were mently ralsed I the ¢
of Gugldres, and whe neighbosriiood, mwd were d.lldlmlﬂﬂ",
theis mmr. and by ihie boldness with which they swam their

rnﬁll moet rapid civeri. Taeir, Hist, iy, 18
Ih.n-r m::ummm;.uu vt

® Dhon, L beadil, g 1980 Herodian, L ([ 60,  Hist. Anguis
o 58, Vicwr ts Epitom. et in CosoribyEnteoplos, viil, 16—

=
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T e power of the sword ismore sensibly felt CHAT.
in an extensive monirehy, than in- uml.num-___m_
munity, Tt hns been calewlated by the ablest Prrrien
politicians, that no state, without being S001 €X-tary force,
to the nims=

hausted, can maintain above the hundredth part,| "'
of its members in arms and idleness.  But-al-reple

though this relative proportion may be uniform,
'Ihe mﬂumne of tite arimy gver the rest of lh.e

a proper number of soldiers are united
actunted by one soul. ‘With,a hand-
ful of men, such an union would be ineffectunl ;
with an unwieldy host, it would be impracti-
cable: and the powers of the machine would
be alike destroyed by the extreme minuteness,
or the excessive weight, of its springs. Toillus-
tratg this observation, we need only refiect, that
there is no superiority of natural strength, ar-
tificial weapons, or acquired skill, which could
M4
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EEiF

THE DECLISE AND ‘rave .
eml;kmm to keep in constant subjection’

-one hundred of his fellow-creatures: the tyrant

The pra=
torian
Huards,
Their in
stitution.

of a single town, or a small district, would soon
discover that an hundred armed followers werea:
weak defence against ten thousand peasants or gie
tizens; but an hundred thousand well-disciplined
soldiers will command, with despotic sway, ten
millions of subjects; and a body of ten or fifteen
thousand guards will strike terror into the most:
numerous populace Mmmm streets
of an immense capital.

The practorian bands, whose Imenhm fuq‘
was the first symptom and cause of the decline of
the Roman empire, scarcely amounted to theldasts

- mentioned number.® They derived their insti-

tution from Augustus, That erafty tyrant, sens-

ible that laws might colour, but that arms

alone could maintain, his wsurped dominion, iad.

p:duﬂ;r formed this powerful body of guards,
constant readiness to protect his persom to

awe t.l:f senate, and either to prevent or o crush

the first motions of rebellion. He:

these favoured troops by ndﬂuhlﬂﬁ!,ﬂﬂ!

rior privileges; but, as their formidable

would at once have alarmed and irvitated the

Roman people, three coborts only were stationed

in the capital; whilst the remainder was- dilt

* They were m'.lgmlﬂf ninn or ten thoussnd mes W'flﬁm#
Diion sre not agresd opan 1I'u' witjert), dirl-ﬂjmunmf M

E

iy

i

.if
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persed in the adjacent towns of Ttaly* But cmu'
after fifty years of peace and servitude, Tiberivs "
ventured on lmw mh H’Ef*l’];;u ot
rivetted the fetters d‘-ﬁmnﬂff ‘Euld'tbﬂm""

on a commanding situation.®
Such formidable servants are always neceseary, Their
but often fatal, to the hrone of despotism. n,:‘,:"’::,
thus introducing the prietorian guards hs it were "™
into the polace and the senate, the emperors
taught them to perceive their own strength, and
the weakness of the civil government; fo view
the vices of their masters with familiar contempt,
and to lay aside that reverential awe, which dis-
tance only, and mystery, can preserve, towirds
an imaginary power. In the Tuxurious idleness
of an opulent city, their pride was nourished by
the sense of their irresistible weight; nor was it
to conceal from them, that the persan of
thﬂm the suthority of the senute, the
pubhtﬂﬂﬁw.mdthemntufmyﬁe were all

® Suston. n Adguek & 40
“hdl..ﬂnmli'-te Sopton. in Tiber. ¢ 37. Dion Camiis,
L v, - L)
in ﬂrnmmmw e pratocian
mmmmﬂﬂlt ﬁm--i”lqn'inli

et fortified eities. Taclke Hist. i, 54
'* lose to the walls of the city, on the broad suminit of the Quiri-
nial and Viminal bills  See Napliol Roms Aaties, . 175 Donates
de Romn Antics, P 46
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Caes m To divert the praetorian bands

e from these dangerous reflections, the firmest and
best-established princes were obliged to mix blans
dishments with commands, rewards with punish-
ments, to flatter their pride, indulge their plea-
sures, connive at their irregularities, and to pur-
chasé their precarious faith by a liberal donative;
which, since the elevition of Clandins, was ex-
acted as a legal claim, on the accession of every
new emperorS U :

Their The advocates of the guards endenvoured to

cniey Justify by arguments, the power which they e
serted by arms; and to maintain that, ar:rﬁ
ing to the purest principles of the constitution;
their consent was essentially necessary in the ap-
pointment of an emperor. The election of cons
suls, of generals, and of magistrates, howevet it
liad been recently usurped by the senate, wasthe
ancient and undoubted right of the Roman peo-
ples  But where was the Roman people to'be
found? Not surely amongst the mixed multitude
of ‘slaves and strangers that filled the streets of
Rome; a servile populace, as devoid of spirit as ;4
destitute of property. ‘The defenders of the state;

¥ Olacitis, sised iy he soldiees to:the empire, was the St wH.

ey o Hn I J’““ M izt
e e T v nﬁ

possession of the throte, he give vieens, £160, ta esch of the guards.
Hist. Angnet. p. 85 (Dibm, L txcil, po 1881 Wi may form
s idea of the gmount of these summn, by Hadrisn's comyilali, thot-
ammm of 2 Corsar had enat i fer: sillins; fwe millions and &

& Clesra nl.qn.n;*-m.ﬁ"i'ﬁi:ﬁi—ﬂ& of Livy, nil!“'"

ond af Dismysicis of Halicarnaseus, shew the autharity of the pesplés |
pren in the election of the kinpe .
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selected from the flower of the Italian youth* cith
and trained in the exercise of arms and virtue,
were the gmnmmhmmmmp!m '
mamemﬂuﬂwwmmmmﬁﬂ

pmlur.ﬂi their weight, by throwing,
like the barbarian congueror of Rome, thcn'.
swords into the scale A

“The praetorinns had violated the sanctity m#—
the throne, by the atrocious murder of Pertinaxsy, .._{..”
they dishonoured the majesty of it, by their sub-
sequent conduct. The camp was without a leader,
for even the prefect Lietus, who had excited the
tempest, prudently declined the public indigna-
tion. Amidst the wild disorder Sulpicianus, the
emperor’s father-in-law, and goyernor of the
city, who had been sent to the vamp on the first
alarm of mutiny, was endeavouring to calm thie
fury of the multitude, when be was silenced by
the clamorous return of the murderers, bearing
on a lance thehnﬂﬂ'w-,w b.ﬁ-
tory has accustomed us o ubserve every gF
and every passion yielding to the imper
tates of ambition, it is scarcely l:l‘t'{lﬂ]]l'thaiu.l
these moments of horror; Sulpicianus should
have aspired tb aseend o throne polluted with the

’Th[mahgluur!ﬂﬂﬂ‘khﬂu.%.ﬂﬂﬂ.
enlonies (Thelts Annal. iv, 55 mmmh-—pﬂutﬁﬂ
vanity, with the fnttering titles of Dol Alumnl, Romans vers
juventin.  Taelt. Hist i, 5L
!In the siege of Home by the Gauls. See Livy, v 48 Hntl.r:h.
in Camill. p 143,
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CHAP. recent hlood of so near a relation, and so exeel
Jent  prince. He had already begun to use the
. ~ only effectual argument, and to treat for the
imperial dignity; but the more prudent of the
pretorians, apprehensive that, in this private
contract, they should not obtain a just price for
so valuable a commodity, ran out upon the ram-
parts, and, with » loud veice, proclaimed that
the Roman world was to be disposed of to the
best hidder by public.auction.®
I'h:;flug "Fhis infamous offer, the most insolent excess
Julun, . OF military licence, diffused an universal grief
42195 shame, and indignation thronghout the city, It
reached at length the ears of Didius Julianus; '@
wealthy senator, who, regardless of the public
calnmities, was indulging himself in the luxry
of the table! His wife and his daughter, his
freedmen and his parasites, easily convinced him
that he deserved the throne, and carnestly con-
jured him to embrace so fortunate an opportu-
nity. The vain old man hastened to the pretos
rian camp, where Sulpicianus was still in treaty
with the guards; and began to hlﬂwm
from the foot of the rampart. The
negociation was transacted by [‘mthrulmi.uiﬂi‘ .
who passed alternately from one candidate to the
other, and acquainted each of them with the
* Dion, L lexiilepe 1234, Hﬂ'ﬂﬂln.l..ﬂ.p 43 Hﬁtl"‘

gust. p- 60. Though the thres historisns agree. that it was In fac
nmunu. Huﬂnmmmnupﬂu&--ﬁh

'Mmﬂu ﬁ-m pu of the chasacier aad
elevation of Jullan, -




———

QF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

178

offers of his rival. Sulpicianus had already pro- CHAP.

mised a donative of five thousand drachms (above ___~
one hundred and sixty pounds) to each soldier;
when Julian, eager for the prize, rose at once
to the sum of six thousand two bundred and fifty
drachms, on upwards of two bundred pounds
sterling, The gates of the camp were instantly
thrown open to the purchaser; he was declared
received an oath of allegiance from
the soldiers, who retained humanity enough to
stipulate that he should pardon and forget the

competition of Sulpicianus,

It was now incumbent on the preetorians toJuiin i

fulﬁlmummﬂﬁnnh They

ncknow.

by

their new sovereign, whom they served and de-the teasie-

spised, in the centre of their ranks, swrrounded
him on every side with their shields, and con=
ducted him in close order of battle through the
deserted streets of the city. The senate was com-

m@dmm and those who had been

a.mjmqm than common Mﬂm
at this bappy revolution.™ After Julian: had
filled the senate-house with armed soldiers, he
expatinted on the freedom of his election, his
own eminent virtues, and his full assurance of the
affections of the senate. The obsequious assem-
bly congratulated their own and the pub feli-
city ; engaged their allegiance, and conferred
on himi all the several branches of the imperial

= Dion Casitiog, 8t that time prater, had bees 8 Bersnal enomp
o Jubias, L lxxfi, p 1185
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17 mmm AXD PALL
cial. w Hum the senate Julian was conducted,
‘:' by the same military procession, to take posses.
Takes Mﬂnn of the palace. The first objects that struck
:;m his eyes, were the abandoned trunk of Pertinas,
and the frugal entertainment prepared for his
supper. The one he viewed with indifference;
the other with contempt, A magnificent feast
was prepared by his order, and he amused him-
self till a very late hour, with dice, and the per-
dancer. Yet

und ]ER htm to dnrkn{-ss, suhtude.ﬂl

terrible uﬂuctmn he passed a sleepless nights

revolving most probably in his mind his own

rash folly, the fate of his virtuous predecessor,

and the doubtful and dangerous tenure of an

empire, which had not heeun.uqumad I.\ymﬂﬁ

bt purchased by money.” -

be povtc . Hle bhad reason to tremble. On the throne of

fisontait the world be found himself without a friend, and
even without an adherent.  The guards them-

selves were ashamed of the prince. winﬂrﬂlﬁ

avarice had persuaded them to accept; nor Was
there a citicen nhudjtlmhm:ldﬂhmm

with horror, as the last insult on the Roman.
name, The nobility, whose cumpmmm
and ample possessions exacted the strictest cantion,

dmcmhladthuu*iammmm,nndmmcuﬂeﬂ

® Hist Aupust po 610 Wa Jearn Mom q-m mnﬂhﬂtﬂ’r
etmmtanes, that the new emporar, ilm“hﬂhh%" .
Inmeidlately azgrogatod to tse putiber of patricion fumilles.

=D, L bovithy 1206 W Hlse Augmet. . 61 I'hl‘ltﬂ‘
Mhuﬂhummummmmﬂﬂ
ol the e stk
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civility of the emperor with smiles of compla- em
cency, and professions of duty. But the people, -

secure in their numbers and obscurity, gave a
free vent to their passions. The streets and pub-
lic places of Rome resounded with ‘elamours and
imprecations. multitude affronted
the Mﬂﬁ'ﬂm rejected his liberality, and,
conscious of the impotence of their own resent-

ment, they called aloud on the legions of the
frontiers to assert the violated majesty of ‘the

Roman empire,

The public discontent was soon diffused from The armise
the centre to the frontiers of the empire, ‘The i

(LN

armies-af ‘Hrituin, of: Syrin, -and of Wyricum; Fissnis.
Iumented the death of Pertinax, in whese cam-.,.am

pany, or under whose command, they had s B
often fought and conquered. They received
with surprise, with indignation, and perhaps with
envy, the extraordinary mtt.ll.l.gencﬂ, that the
prietorians | had disposed of the empire by public
auction; m&-ﬂqﬂ mnqlfmﬁned to rutu;.r the

jirnominious bargain.
nimous revolt was fntai hmﬂ

fatal, ﬂﬁemetmw.m:hc

the gmﬂﬂl’ the respective armies, Ch.dms
Albinus, Pescennius Niger, and Septimius Se-
verus, were still more anxious to succeed thefn to
revenge the murdered Pertinux.  Their forces
were exactly balanced. TEach of them was at the
head of three legions® with @ numerous, train
of auxiliaries; and, however different in- their

FDHpn, K laxil, p 1313
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ciar claracters, they were all soldiers of w
V.

Clodius
Alblans in
Ryitain.

and capacity.

Clodiug Albinus, governor of Britain, s
* passed both his competitors in the nobility of his
extraction, which he derived from some of the
most illustrious names of the old W

But the branch from whence he claimed his

dnmt,mnmkintn'mmdmumltumﬂ_
teansplanted into a remute province. It is dif
ficult to form a just i " his true character
Under the philosophic of susterity, he

stands nccused of concealing most of the viges _

* which degrade human nature” But his accusers

are those venal writers whe adored the fortune
of’ Severus, and trampled on the ashes of anune
suceessful rival.  Virtue, or the appurnnuﬂil

virtue, recommended Albinus to the confidence
and good opinion of Marcus; and his preserving

with the son the sane intorest which be had ae-
quired with the father, is a proof at least that he
was possessedd of avery flexible dispositions The
favour of a tyrant does not always suppose a want
of merit in the ohject of it; e may, without
intending it, reward & man of worth and ability,
or he may find such a man useful to his own
service, It does not appear that Albinus served
the Son of Marcus, either as the minister of his
eruelties, or even as the associate of his pleasures.

¥ The Pusthumian and the Cejonisn, the formee of whom -'

ﬂh&lhﬂi‘mmuhhip]al‘hﬂﬂh,-t“hm

* Spartaniun, in bis undigested. calléctids, mives up al the vis
tues and al) the vices that entar into the human composition, snd
hﬂmthnnnm-tdiut- Such, lnhl.mnwll‘ill:
characiers in the Augustan history,
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He was employed in a distant honourable com- ¢ HAP.
mand, when he received a confidential letter Vv
from the emperor, mqnliﬂﬂngkim.ul' the trea-

TannaLEE

+ and mﬂgmnl’ Ciesar, The governor
Britain wiscly ﬁmhuﬂhuchngemushuuuur,
MBI WS have smarked R for the |
or involved him in the approaching ruin, of Com-
modus. e courted power by nobler, or, at
leust, by more M On a premature re-
port of the death of the emperor, he assembled
his troops ; and, in an eloquent discourse, de-
plored the inevitable mischiefs of despotism, de-
seribed the happiness and glory which their an-
cestors had enjoyed under the consular govern-
ment, and declared his firm resolution to rein.
state the senate and people in their legal antho-
rity. This popular haranguc was unswuml by
the loud nw British legions, and
received at Rome with nmw of
plause. Safe in the possession of .
and inthe commanid of an army less di
indeed ﬁn&hﬂplhe than for pumbers and vu-
lour, Albinus bpaved the menaces of Commo-
dus, maintained townrds Pertinax a stately am-
biguous reserve, and instantly declured aguinst

-

E Hlmiqlu. n B0, B,

"‘mﬁlﬁ who governnt Britain » few years befure, had bees
left for dosd, ln & mptiny of the wldiers. Hist, August. po 5h " Vel
thay loved and regritied hici; pdmirontibys sm vitutem cub irdke
slmatus.

VoL, L N
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-

CHAP. th@'%iﬂm of Julian. The convulsionsof the
V.

ol added new weight to his sentiments, or

TS enthier to his professions of patriotism. A régand
to'decency induced lim to deeline the lofty titles

of Augustus and emperor; and he imitated per-
haps the example of Galba, whe, on & similar
oocasion, had etyled himself the licutenant of
the senate and people.”

L]

II ._

Pawennis Personal merit alone had raised Pescenmius

Niper in

N Niger, from an obscure hirth and station, to the

roment of Syriai a lucrative and important
commimnil, which, in times of civil confusion, gﬁ
him a near prospect of {he throne. Yet bis
parts seem to have been better suited to theset
cond than to the first rank ; he was an unequal’
rival, {hﬂu.gh he might have approved himself an

.excellent licutenant, to Severus, who afterwards

displayed the greatness of fis mind by adopting.
AT -ume'

mys In his government, Niger (4
esteer of the soldiers, and the love of the'pro= =
i

vincinls. His rigid discipline fortified the valonts

o L ¢

and confirmed the obedience of the former, ¥

the voluptucus Syrians were less delighted with
the mild firmness of his administration, than with

"
o

Mmd;hi’ manners, and .‘.’..-._{I
pieasure with which he attended el 117
and pompous festivals?  As soon’ as the inteb.

“ Siieton, in Galb e. 10. i vy ':' ,.-.r'n
" wllioh, Angtaits g Vs S I S L=

* Serwl 1, i, go 8 ‘The ehfiniels o Johu Dalata, of Astioch,
Jesws (he paninos aftachment of Ris countrymen to these Fafivalls

which nt once gratliied thely superstivion, and i Jove of plessars:
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ligence of the ntrocious murder of Pertinax had cwar

reached Antioeh, lhir ﬁﬂ!ﬁd’ a.'uiu. invited Ni-
ger to assume the imperinl purple, and
bis death. Thﬁ ! 13 ﬂf‘lhlfm frontier

riatic uhuﬂfuﬂy submitted to lus puwzr‘
%m beyond the Tygris and the Eu-
congratulated his election, and offered

him their homage anid serviees, The mind of
Niger was not c-npuhle of receiving this sudden
tide of fortune; he flattered himself that his ac-
cession would be undisturbed by competition, and

unstained by civil Wood ; and whilst he enjoyed
the vain pomp of trivmph, be neglected to secure

the means of victory, Instead of entering into
an effectual negociation with the powerful armies
of the West, whose resolution might decide, or
at least must balance, the mighty contest; in-
stend of advancing without delay towards Rome
and Italy, where his presence was impatiently
expeeted,® Niger trifled away, in the luxury of
: , those irretrievable moments which were
tly mplmred by the decisive activity of
Severus

+ & king of Thelize o Egypt, b montioned in the Augustan his-
ufyﬂnu:u-lly amuds indeed, 08 & persenal friemd, of Niger. 0
Spmrtiamis s oo, e 1 strongly sarpeet, mistaket, be' has hrsight
0 light a dynasty nf rritntary prinees totally unknows th Rlstory,

= Dian, b sxlil, = 1238 Herad, L4, o 67, A wese fn every
are’s Macuth &t that time, scems to expres the general opinfon of
the thoee rivals s Optimus et Nigee, bomiin Afer, pendmus Alfee
Hist. Augusi, p. 75

* Hurodign, 1, i, p 7L
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

The country of Pannonia and Dalmatia, which
- occupied the space between the Danube and the
Hadriatic, was one of the last and most difficult
conquests of the Romans. In the defence of na-
tional freedom, two hundred thousand ef these
barbarions had once appeared in the field, alarmed
the declining age of Augustus, and exercised the
vigilant prodence of Tiberius at the head of the
collected force of the empire The Pannoniang
viclded at length to the arms and institutions
of Rome.  Their recent subjection, however,
the neighbourhood, and even the mixture of the
unconquered tribes, and perhaps the climate,
adapted, as it has been observed, to the produes
tion of great bodies and slow minds,® all cot=
tributed Lo preserve some remains of their orie
ginnl ferocity, and under the tame and uniform
countenance of Romun provincials, the hardy
features of the natives were still to he rhamﬁl.
Fheir warlike youth afforded- an i e
supply of recruits to the legions stnunnedﬁﬂlt -

banks of the Dannbe, and which, from o per- .‘ |

petual warfare arainst the Germans and E’ﬂl‘ml' \

tians, were deaematily ﬂtumd the best
in the serviee.

The Pannonia armywuﬂtthistinﬁem
manded by P Severus, a native of Africa,
wha, in the gi‘ndmﬁ ascent of private. honours,
had concealed his daring ambition, which was

*#unhha.uihu--rmuu. LH, p ik *mitﬂ- Iﬂ“
dem Austrians alliw the inflaence !
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never diverted from its steady course by the al- cuar.

lurements of pleasure, thl}‘-wmou of don-

ger, or the feelings of humanity.’ ‘On the first
nenurﬁa‘mnﬁf'w

the pristoriar g..m and animated the legions

,mﬂﬂ to revenge,  He concluded (and
- on was thought extremely eloquent)

with promising every soldier about four hundred -

pounds; an honourable donative, double in value
to the m uﬂnr with which Julian had

ey W

- The scclamations ofDectared

pur&lnnd— »
the army immedintely nnlutaeﬂ Severus with the e’
names of Auvgustus, Pertinax, and emperor ,'ﬂﬂ' Lie
and lic thus attained the lofty station to which . ». 193,

he was invited, by conscious merit and a long
train of dreams and omens, the fruitful offspring
either of his superstition or policy.®
mmmm empire saw and im-
pmt'udﬂie”'r“ vantage of his situation,
His pmvmee mﬂdhﬂtmw

L —"-" -

"ilmhlllunm. -ln-drmhﬂ. Commmodus arruses
!uﬂw.--ﬂﬂd' the mmbitjous generali whin censunst his combact.
and Iillﬂﬂwmm Tiist. Anegunt, ju 8

! Pannonia =ad teo poor to supply soch o sum, T wws probubly
promised Lo e camp, and puid wb fleins, siter the vietory,  In fix-
Hig the sum, | have sdapted thr eanjertury of Cassabos, See 1.
Augmt, ¢ 6k Commests g HE .

& Mlerodian, L i, p. 78 ﬁnwm_thl:mwth
banka of the Dunuhe, cither st Comumtun, mecunding to Spartians
(e Angust. pu 65), or else ot Saluerin, acooniing v Viewr, Mr.
Tiume, in supposing that the blrth and dignfiy of Severas wore teo
wmisch inficlar to the lnperial eruwn, I thiit be ensrchod inte Taby
as general noly, has oot considersl  (his wrapsaction with his arnl
accuracy {Esmy oo the eriginal contract).

¥ 3

Agicit 11
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Mfﬂlttﬁy aceess into Naly, and he remem-
hered the saying of Augustus, that a Pannonian

-army might in ten days appear in sight of Rome

By a celerity proportioned to the greatness af
the occasion, he might reasonubly hope to re-
venge Pertinax, punish Julian, and receive the

homage of the senate and people, us their low-

ful emperor, before his competitors, separated

from Ttaly by an immense truct of sea and Tand,
were apprised of his sevess, of even of lis clec

tion. During the whole expedition he scarcelp

allowed himsclf any moments tor sleep or food;
marching on foot, and in complete armour, '8t
the head of his columns, he insinuated himsell

into the confidence and nffection of his troops,

pressed their diligence, revived their spirits,'n.’lﬁi
mated thdr hopes, and was well satisfied o
share the hardships of the meanest soldier, whilst

y -

=

Thewretehed Tulian had expected, and ﬂim X

himself prepared to dispute the empire with the

governor of Syria; but in the invincible and Tﬂ{ﬁ& = X

approach of the Paunonian legions, he saw his
mevitable ruin. The hasty arrival of every mes
senger inereased his just apprehensions. e was

sccessively informed, that Severus hadpassed the

Alps: thot thedtalian eities, unwilling or unable
to oppose his progress, had received him with the
warmest professions of joy and duty; that the

Y S Y= '
" Veollelus Paterculus, L if, &% Wa munt reskon the march

|
LY

from sie nexrest verge of Pannonis, and atem the sight of (ko sty 3

i for gy twa Butndred mile,
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out resistance, and that rintic flect was in
he co The enemy. wias now
i T _‘mﬂﬁ mﬂ.nﬂd

warr Mﬁﬁ‘ lifer
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5urrmuirredmt.h- un‘.!.r.

L e

mpted, huwev.f_r. to prmunt. or aﬁmt“‘""“"

Py md_t,hn ket
‘% gtb&pretuum ity with un-

availing. preparations for war, ﬂﬁ:w ines.

the suburbs, and even strengthened the fortifica-

asifthose lust eutrenchments
=5 hq‘* hl' *qm"ﬁ"hﬂ'
~ and shame prevented
the gmmll from dniﬂrtmg liis Etumlnré  but they
trembled at the name of the Pannonian legions,
commanded by an experienced general, ol dc-
customed to vanquish the harbarianson the frozen
Danuhe They yuitted, w ith a sigh, the plea-
af the bquu and theatres, o put on aros,
".;;,L_!.','_- alnos rfﬂ;gﬂttﬂn,nud heneath
ol ch ;"‘ seiil, '.m:l.l..

threw thru' anskilful ridors ; ‘and
the awlward mlutmns af the murines, Jdrawn
from the flect of Misenum, were an u'[uuL ol Fi-
dicule to the popljlnne whﬂst the m:u quajmd,

'munmupunihltm'lif ﬁcmﬂfﬂmﬁlmi
facs, recarded vy Dico, L lash 11 Ilﬁmw“um
" thiy o,

% &
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CHAP. with secret plmurc the distress and weakness

e, of the usurper.

H:l- uncers Every motion of Julian betrayed his trembling

‘w.-l.

perplexity. He insisted that Severus should be
declared a public enemy by the senate. He en-
treated that the Pannonian general might be as-
sociated to the empire. He sent public ambassa-
dors of consular vank to negociate with his rival;
he dispatched private assassins to take away his
life. He designed that the vestal virgins, amd
bits, and bearing before them the sacred pledges
of the Roman religion, sheuld advance, in solemn
procession, to meet the Pannonian legions; nll'ﬂp
at the same time, he vainly tried to 111tt:rmglﬂ.' :
or to appense, the fates, by magic t'm'mm
and unlawful sacrifices.!

};ﬁ:ﬂﬂl Severus, who dreaded neither bis arms nog his
arane enchantments, guarded himself from the only

:Imgarnfmﬂ conspiracy, by the faithful at-
* tendamce of six hundred chosen men, whonever

quitted his person or their cuirasses, either by

night or by day, during the whele march. Ad-

vancing with a steady and rapid course, he passed,
without difficulty, the defiles of the Appenines,
received intohis party the troops and ambassadors,
sent to retard his progress, and ninde o dmrt
halt at Interamunia, ahout seventy miles from .

® Don, T, faiii, g 1939, ihrniumhlh i ﬁmﬁﬂ'
strer proad of the militery skili of the Mo, %I‘.‘hﬂr
mountlng the idle tergor, h-tm_m il himy the m:m-ll-

ashy nl'lhnﬂn'ﬁ:m
! Hifer. August, o 62, @3,
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Rome. His victory wasalready secure; but the cira®,
despair of the preetorians might have rendered itm_'_':'__ﬂ
bloody ; ‘and Severus had the laudable ambition

ofthe conqueror, he would no longer consider

that melancholy event as the act of the whole

budy. The faithless practorians, whose resistance

was supported only by sullen, obstinacy, gladly
greatest part of the assassing,  and signified to the
sennte, that they no longer defended the cause of
Julian. That assewbly, convoked by the consul,
unanimously acknowledged Severus us lawfut
emperor, decreed divine honours to Pertinax,

and pronounced a sentenee of deposition mdff“:‘:;'
4leath sgainst his unfortanate successor. Julinnand exe-
was conductod into @ private apartment of the i of
baths of the pialuce, and beheaded as meommon 7™
mense trensure, an anxious and precarious reign
of only sixty=six days” The almost incredible
expedition of Severus, who, in so short a space
of time, conducted a numerous sry from. the
Lanks of the Dannbe to those of the Tyber,

Py .

Fa | = =i e

- Viepr wnd Futroptes, vi, 17, mewtlen @ comlng rese the M-
winnbelige, ‘the Prmis Molle, nmknown (A e hetrer e mooTe an-
Cient wrilern

* Dion, & laxiiiy e 1080 Tleredian, . Ji, oo 83 Hio. Adguit,
p 63 e
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rm.w praves at once the plenty of provisions produced
by agriculture and commerce, the oudness of
the roads, the discipline of the legions, and the
. indolent subdued temper of the provinces®
Nissrace ot L hie first cares of Soverus were bemmad GL
e e two measures, the one dictated by policy, the
puant= other by decency; the revenge, and the honours,
dite to the memaory of Pertinax. Before the new
empevor entered Rome, he issued his mmﬁ
to the preetorian guards, directing them hﬁ#'
his arrival on a lnrge plain near the city, wi '
arms, but in the habits of ceremony ing
they were accustomed to attend their mW'
He was obeyed Ly those haughty troops, m
contrition was the effect of their just terrars A
chosen part of the IHlyrian army encomphssed
~them with levelled spears. Incapable of m
or resistance, they expected their fate in .
i Severus mounted the | 1
Ilunl;rm]nmnheﬁthem with '
cowardice, dismissed them with i
the trust which theyhad tmhufed,dmmmh
of their splendid ornaments, and banished them,
on pain of death, to the distance of an b
miles fmm the. mpml- Daring the
- i)

ﬁnhm‘% e mmiat firg mm#"ﬁ
timix wis pourdeeed o the 38th of March, gnd Severos gkt
Bly elerted on the 13t af Apeil (see Tkt Angust, pe 63 s0d 1
memt, His, des Empereurs, tom. iy, o 388, mote 7). W8,
allow lens than ten daya after hh.m_h ynnnmrﬂl-m
fmmatian.  Farry dags vemain for th l#-lmthr "ﬂ"“"“"l

Vi 1he by o Severun marehed peeatyTier T &

A




GF THE ROMAN EMPINE. 187

another detachment had been sent to scize their cuar’
arms, occupy their camp, and prevent the hmt?_:_,_
consequences of their despair.® — - .

‘andl consecration of Pertinax wasFuoes
magnificenced  The senate, with o melancholy Vetss.
pl—::a.intﬁﬁf:ﬁi‘med the lust rites to that exeels
lent prince, whom they had loved, and still re.
gretted. The concern of his successor Was pre-
bably less sincere.  He esteemed the virtues of -
Pertinax, but those virtues would for ever have
confined his ambition to'n private station. Seve-
cloquence, inward satisfaction, and well-acted
sorrow ; and, hy this pious regarid to his memo-
TY: convinced the ercdulous multitude that he
alone was worthy to supply his place. Sensible,
however, that arms, not ceremanies, rinst ASHCTL
his claim to the empire, he left Rome ot the end
of thirty days, and without suffcring himsell to
be elated by this ensy victory, prepared to co-
counter his more formidable vivals.

¢ upcommon abilities and fortune of SeSaccen of
verus, have induced an clegant historian to COM- 2t Xin
pare him with the first and greatest of thuf;;’.‘"
Casars” The parallel is, at least, imperfect, A
Where shall we find, in the character of Severus,
the commanding superiority of soul, the generous
clemency, snd the various genius, which could

* D, L Taxiv, g 1281 Hetodlan, | il i B
1 Mion, (L Lxtiv,: e 1848 who assisted at the ceradlioy aof 3
mator, gives o most pompous descriplon of 1%
Merodian, L iH, p. 138
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THE DECLINE AND FALL
reconeile and unite the love of pleasure, the thirst

“of knowledge, and the fire of ambition?* In

ane instance only, they may he compared, with
some degree of propriety, in the celerity of their
motions, and their ecivil victories,  Tn less than
four years,®! Severus subdued the riches of the
eist, and the valour of the west. He vanquished
two competitors of reputation and ability, ‘and
defeated numerpus armies, provided with wes-
pons and discipline equal to bis own. In that
age, the-art of fortification, and the principles of
tactics, were well understood by all the Roman
generals ; and the constant superiority of Sevens
was tlint of an uartist, who uses the same lﬂﬁﬂ*
ments with more skill and industry than his -
vals. T shall not, however, enter into o minute
narrative of these military operations; but as
the two civil wars against Niger and ng&ut
Albinus, were almost the same in their

event, and consequences, I shall collect

point of view, the most striking circmﬂ
tending to develope the dm:rllt:tﬂrdl’ tlxemu-
queror, and the state of the

Contuet of  Falschood and insincerity, nmmuzww

the two

eivil wars. ;mm hh@ﬂyﬁrwukumm M

.i'\l

rmwwmn the intention of Lucn; ba
alk the character of Camar, yet the iden he gives of that hers, (ko e
tenth ek of the Pharetia, where he deserfbes him, ol the e
time, imiking love to Clecpatra, 4%%” ﬂl#-‘
of Fgypl. and comverning with the sages of the country, I “ﬂ'
tys the mobilait mrin

Y Reekuuhg frims ﬁﬁ?@“m 104, 1 the denth of H'T

linus, Febpnary 19, 197, Sex Till=mont’s Chrgnuligy.

'\
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us with a less degrading idea of meanness, than CHAP.
when they are found in the intercourse of pri- S
vate life. Inthelum wdﬁmmramtnf

swannnhtE

¢ iflions of followers and enemies

by thamwd strength, the world, under
the name of policy, seems to have granted them
a very liberal indulgence of craft and dissimula-
tion. Yet the arts of Severus cannot be justi- A o
fied by the most ample privileges of state reason. e
He pmmuﬂ;mm he flattered, only
to ruin; and however he might occasionally bind
himself by vaths and treaties, his conscience, ob-
sequious to his interest, always released bhim
from'the inconvenient obligation.®

If his two competitors, reconciled by t]:mrmma-
common danger, had advanced upon him with- S
out delay, perhaps Severus would have sunk un-
der their united effort: Had they even attacked
Lim, at the same tine, with separate views and
separate armics, the contest might have been long -
und doubtiul.  But they fell, singly und I‘llﬂl—
sively, an easy prey to the arts as wiell u arms-
of their subtle enemy, lulled into security by the
maderation of his professions, and overwhelmed
by the rapidity of his action. Fe first marched
against Niger, whose reputation and power he
the most drended : but he declined any hostile
declargtions, suppressed the name of his antago-
mist, n.m] only signified to the senate and pL"uplE

SHeredinn; b 6 o bR
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ciar. higintention of regulating the enstern provinees,
’ ¥e. wilin private he spoke of Niger, his old friend and
intended successor,® with the most affectionate
regard, amd highly applauded his generous design
of revenging the murder of Pertinax. To punish
the vile usurper of the throne, was the duty of
every Roman general. To persevere in arms
and to resist a lawiul emperor, acknowledged by
the senate, would alone render bim criminal?
The sons of Niger had fallen into his hands
among the children of the provincial governors,
detained nt Rome as pledges for the loyalty of
their parents*  As long as the power of Niger
inspired terror, or even respect, they were edu-
cated with the most tender care, with the child-
ren of Severus himself; but they were soon in-
volved in their father’s roin, and removed, first
v exile, and afterwards by death, from the eye.

of public compassion.® haper.
weirds . While Severus was engaged in his castern war,
he had reason to apprehend that the governor of
Britain might pass the sea and the Alps, ocoupy
the vacant seat of empire, and oppose his retum.

2 Whilsl Sewerus waz very dangerously 1, it way industeiomly siv-
<ti oty that he istendnd 1o appoint Niger and Albinis his miigree
surs. s b éouid not B sineers with respeet 1o hoth, e might net |
be 10 with rogand to gither. Vet Sevorus carcied his hypocrisy =
far, s# to profos that hutentien. i the memuies of his own liit |

» Hist. Augoet, oS

* This practice, invested by Commadus, proved wery wanlul 19
Severus.  He found at Rome the ehildvon of masy of the princyl
adharentn of hls rivals ; eod he employod them mare than doce t =
timidate, or seduce, the parnts A

= Hermdiin, L 1l 9% Hieh Aogist. p. €7, G5
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with the authority of the senate and the forcesof - t:mu;
the west.  The ambiguous conduct of Albinus,

in not memmh
ﬂﬁﬁwml‘agmmaw1
WMMM@E mam,
whom he had doomed to destruction, with every
mark of esteem and regard. Even in the letter,

in which he nmmounced his victory over Niger,

he styles Albinus the brother of his soul and em-
pire, sends him the affectionate salutations
wife Julia, and hir;rmng family, and
hitm to preserve the armies and the republic faith-
ful to their common interest. The messengers
charped with this letter, wereinstructed to accost
the Cacsar with respect, to desire a private andi-
ence, and to plange their daggers into his beart,”

The conspirgey was discovercd, and the too ere-
dulous Albinus at length passed over to the

tinend, and prepared &r:mwﬂ-mhﬂ-
his wival, who rushed upon him at the head
a veteran and victorious army. "

"The military labours of Severus seem inade. Fve o -
quate 1o the importance of his conquests.  TWo gees,
engagements, the one nedr the Hellespont, the
other in the narrow defiles of Cilicin, decided the *
fate of his Syrian competitor; and the troops of
Emipgmm'ted theirusunl ascendant overthie of-

* iist Auguet. p 86  Spartianus bas imeried this carieus letter
At full Jength.
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'w.ﬁxcmt ;um FALL

ciA b mﬂum of Asin” The battle of Lyons,

-

uﬁ&l.- one hundred and fifty thousand® Romuss

‘{qlu-e engaged, was equally fatal to Albious.

The valour of the British army maintained, in-
deed, a sharp and doubtful contest with the

lardy discipline of the Ilyrion legions. The

few moments, irrecoverably lost, till that war-

o like prince rallied his fainting troops, and Jed
,lithl.mon to a devisive victory. Ti:iwarw 3

I by that memornble day. vy
"Ilhe civil wars of modern Europe have Seen
distmgm.-a[md not only by the fierce animosity,

‘bt likewise by the obstinate perseverance, of the

contending factions. They bhave generally et

justified by same principle, or, at least, coloured |
_by some pretext, of religion, (reedom, or loyulty.

"Fhe leaders were nubles of independent property
* and hereditary influence.  The troops fought
l‘lmm&m the decision of
military spirit and party zeal were ﬁﬁﬁf
diffused throughount the whole community; a van-

quished chief was immediately supplied with nesw

adherents, eager to shed their blood in the same

b ovanse, erhujtnmmnﬂerﬂmﬂltd'&t

;tﬂﬂﬁ‘mm& miyi'nt-th&chmm of m:pﬂﬂ%

. 4
&.ma...-. munm.- —aun-um-hﬂ

.- fame and person of Severus appeared, durings

.1

o a hook. of Dion Caashis, . J’
¢ WL Thon, Klkxv, g 1260 —— P -
i " ML -
%n.hhz.pim Hirodianh, & i, po 110, Hist Aw
it waa o thie i 1ol Trevous, (hree
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Unl!er the standard of nmhrnmd;dm ﬁr uhu'.

eipire, a few inlisted from affection, some from ____

fear, many from interest, none from ;-rmpk.-.

The legios, uninflamed by party zeal, were al-

lurad into civil war by natives, and still
defeat, by

ﬂurm the perfmnmd‘ his engage-f L 2. ¥
ments, dissolved the mercenary of his = o
followers, and left them to consult
safety, by a timely desertion ol an
cause. It was of little moment to the pmrmm ®
under whose nume they wore .nr.gh— T
verned; they were driven by the k.
the present power, and as soon as that power .
yielded to a superior force, they hastened to im-
plﬂltthi‘.' clemency of the conqueror, who, as he v
had an immense debt to discharge, was obliged

to sacrifice the most guilty countries to the ava- N
rice of his soldiers. In the vast extent of the
Roman empire, there were few fortified cities
capable ﬂpﬂhﬂiﬂg&tﬂtﬁdﬂmj. nor was *
there any person, or family, or order of n

-

whosenatural interest, unsupported Wl E
ui‘gmmtmumpnhlenfmipg cause 4 7
of n sinking party.’ ...

Yet, in the contest between Niger and Sev
rus, a single city deserves an hopourable
tion. As Byzantivm was one of the _
- passages from Europe into Asia, it ‘?h
vided with o strong garrison, and a '1!1 :

" Memtesquian, Considerativns iur 1a Grandedr e la
des Tomains,.c. 3il, ] F
VoL, L ] e
- - " ¥
" 1138



Is wm: anchored in the harbour®
petuosity of Severus disappointed this
\dent scheme of defence; he left to his gene-

“ : the siege of Byzantium, forced the Jess
- guarded passage of the Hellespont, and, impa-
N ticnt of & enemy, pressed forward to en-
¢ U5 wreounter his rival. Byzantium, attacked by 2 nu-
_ *nﬁ;tms ani ncreasing army, and afterwards by
-t:térwhule naval power of the empire, sustained 2

. @ of thres years, an nhnmatlfmkhfulmth; 1
nnd mer v of H‘gﬂ' “The citizens and
. 4+_ v 3 s (we knnw not from what cause) woreani-
‘ mated with equal fury ; several of the prim:lpal
P~ officers of Niger, who' despaired of, or who dis-
. dﬂdnwﬂmhndthmwn themsehﬂhh
v this lust refuge: the fortifications were esteemed
‘and, in the defence of the place, 8

engineer displayed all the ‘mechani

4 il%’mlﬂim diers were put 1o
ished, the privileges
nm:d :mt of the Etmmmﬂ nnlrumupm
to the insulting Jum!u.-uung:ﬁ
"’ » _m ’huh::;n lﬁnn, 1hl:-

( 1P|‘T 5 - Ir.l
' "Luf hnpgud.mmuqntﬁl
d" oz, bumwsver, M'u p‘-ih of two, and ;,unrumudnﬂ

<y

F y ; O .
L F i - s |
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state of Byzantium, accuged.the revenge of Bﬂ- fw
verus, fur dnpnﬂnga ﬂlﬂmnﬂi& of the

s of Pon-"
4
B o T HT e anid D=t o
put to deal,h in their ﬂ:ght frnm : of i
battle. Their fate excited neither :-urprm: BOC Sruenes
cutpassion, J_c'.l;m' Mw 13_;{_ !yﬁ wut i
I:hE w '
armgmt supm'mrm} ul' mﬁ'crmg his nvnE’ to live
in & privaté station. But his unforgiving temper, o
stimulated by avarice, indulged a spirit of re-
venge, where there was no room for apprehen- &
sion. . The most considerable of the provincials, ™ b
who, WM any. Bl.lxhke to the fortunate candi- r
date, had ﬁm ern uuder whose du- &
thnﬁg_ they were uced,
confi n of their ﬂtﬂtﬂ- Mmr ¢ 1’

ﬁhllged to PAY, hﬂ.uthetr&uuq of St.vemn, four,
u.l:qes the amount of the sums contributed by

-_thgn for the service of Niger. R .&J.

i munlml = h‘*k
- mmﬂill':ﬂ
ﬁiﬂ;pwhm:wnmﬂm Ry
msny yeuss after the death of Severis, lay in mulns, _1. 5

i, i, g1, &

e 3'- £ ot ‘ }.-
o c g £ ¥
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cnar. Till the final decision of the war, the cruelty

*  pfSeverus was, in SOmMEe measure, restrained by

Animosity the uncertainty of the event, and his pretended
Mrmerenm for the senate. The head of Albinus,
snite.  geoompanied with a menacing letter, announced
to the Romans, that he was resolved to spare

; -none of the adherents of his unfortunate compe-

. titors. He was irritated by the just suspicion,
that he had never possessed the affections of the
senate, and he concealed his old malevolence

- under the recent discovery of some treasonable.
- ndences. Thirty-five senators,
" aerused of having favoured the party of Adbnus,
he freely pardoned ; and, by his subsequent be-
haviour, epdeavourad to convince them, that he
» _ had forgotten, aswell as forgiven, their supyased
. offences. But, it the same time, he condemned
RelL _ farty-one' other senators, whose names history
© ™ has recorded; their wives, children, and clients,
- ded them in death, and the noblest pee-
« _vingials of Spain and Gaul were involved inthe
sameruin. Such rigid justice, for so hzwﬁ. '
was, in the opinion of Severns, the only conduct
3 capable of ensuring peace to the poople, or sti-
“ . w hility tothe prince; and he condescenied stightly
B ;.Tomm?toh-uﬁm,irm necessary that
" he should cruel® ik
’ f’“‘“ w _ A i
sl UDien (L lawy, p 1384) ¢ Galy {wenffening senaton ae
By him, bt Torty-one are ndmed in the Angusan Twory, B O
whom were sis of 'the name of Peienins,  Herodian -

ens
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The true interest of an absolute monarch ge- emap.
nerally coincides with that of his people. Their
numbers, their wealth, their order, and their $¢-rhe wi-
curity, are the best and only foundations of e
real greatness; and wefe be totally devoid ofti: e

virtue, w\nﬁgﬁt supply its place, and ™"
would dictate the same rule of conduct. Severus. .
considered the Roman empire as his property,
bestowed his care on the cultivation and JSng -
provement of so valughle an acquisition, Salu--
tary laws, executed with inflexible firmness, soon
the death of Marcus, every part of the

ment had been infected. In the administration

of justice, the judgments of the emperor werc
‘charucterised by attention, discernment, and im-
partiality ; and whenever he deviated from the
strict line of equity, it was generally in [vour

of the poor and oppressed ; not so much indeed

from any sénse of bumanity, as from the natural - .
propensity of a despot, to: humble the prideof
grreatness, and to sink all his subjects (5 the same

pensive taste for building, magnificent shows, &
and alove all a constant and liberal distribution &

of corn and provisions, were the surest lmtﬂ‘ A,
captivating the affection of the Roman .
- ' LS £ -
» Digg, L bexvi, p 1972 THist Avgute | 6T Sevely el .,
mmwm-m;wmm.ﬂh-
left I the public grwmiies a proviswn of carn (o sevem Yyesrs; &t
the rite of 75,000 modii, or sbout 2500 quarier per day., T o
08 .
'* - a -
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cuAP. mﬁhu of civil discord were obliterateds
—— of peace and ||m-;penrv wiis ofice more.
-::.mm: \ enr_‘nd in the provinces; and many L‘Iﬁm
mnd yestored by the munificence of Severus, assumed.
the title of his colonies, and attested by publie
monuments their gratitude and felivity.*  The
fzme of the Roman arms was revived by m
witrlike and successful emperor,? and he b
with a just pride, that having received the m-
pm:: oppressed with foreign and domestic wars,
established in-profound, universal, iiﬂ‘
huﬁnmhlr peace.
Delaaney  Although the wounds of civil war npptﬂ'ﬂll’
discipline. mmplctei_', healed, its mortal poison still harked
in the vitals of the constitution, Severus po=
’ sessed a considernble share of vigour and al:ﬂim
» I:n:tthednrmg soul of the first Cacsar, or the
'__g:y‘. of . were scarcely equal to the.
sk of the insolence of the vﬂuﬁﬂ#"
_ légions. By gratitude, by misguided policy, b
. . steming necessity, Severus was induced 10
the nerves of discipline.” Thz ?mlt]' f'd"lbﬂf

rmpﬂtr

E pervnaded, m:tihrpnunuuf&m mpplied. for
K £ et 3 but I am ot less perstaded, that mmuh-ﬂ-ﬁ

-

‘» * sdmiration on the other, mmumm mmﬂﬁw. '

N g e - e il
< N heim's treatlse on ancient medals, the juacriptions, &0
ﬂzﬂ '# 1 and Whesler, Shaw, Pocock, 86 "
Groeee, | Anle, have found. ety of
Jm.thlﬂ#fm]u*&ﬂmmu;mmﬂ

L]
n I‘Hn'nrruﬁuhhﬂcmmaul arms to Salencis and m“

of the Pirthian 1. : tu mpeation

*“‘“W}“ : -L:;._;'—
‘h l'ull I‘ .-I-. ...-_-_ -.. 1
x nm.u::;u v b o i"‘"'!-""'i""%"""‘l="ul'|""""l

* Herodian, :.mhm. i, A, 5. 68,

& o

!
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mission of living with their wives in the idleness )

Vel o oceasion . of danger or festivity.. =4
privileges,” they soon became incapable E‘_f . a
litary fatigue, oppressive to the country, 'tml"im:
patient of uj subordination, Their officers
asserted the superiority-of rank by nmore oz - ©
fuse und elegant luxury. Mllﬂﬂqhﬂ .
Jetter of Severus, lomenting the licentious state of? o
the army, and exhorting one of his generals to :

“hegin the necessary reformation from the tribunes ‘:‘*
themselves ; since, as he justly observes, the of-
ficer who has forfeited the esteein, will never
muunﬁthnmhuhﬂm. of his soldiers Hﬁ &

R = i oft reflecti :-_.,_‘: !

ot indeed to the example, but to the per e
ﬂ indulgeﬁﬁ-hﬂﬂnr,qﬂhﬂmmndmluh 3 S\
The proctorians, who murdered their emperor Ko

and sold the empire, bad réceived the jus u-%“"i,‘
‘i of their treason; but .n-&;—w"
nighment of their f E i (ﬁ e

.r g the lrsolencs and pﬂ!ﬂqﬂdﬂ;ﬂﬁﬂnﬁ* " ﬁ [ .

sy swcribed to Juvenal, ma3 be atilled § the style :

e o 1t would indyee mr 1o beeve, that [t waa cupnposed yodet

the ul Sgveras, e ikat of bl suk. : “v

* Jhist. Angmt. p. T3, L, ;
. i # .
¢ ¥

. 4’



% .
200 THE M:Bl AND FALL

cHar. though dangerous, institution of guards, was soon
restored on a new model by Severus, and ine |
creased to four times the ancient number.* Fore
merly these troops had been recruited in Itdy";
and as the adjacent provinces gradually imbibed
the softer manners of Rome, the levies were exs
tended to Macedonia, Noricum, and Spain. Im
the room of these elegant troops, better adapted
to the pomp of courts than to the uses of wan it
was established by Severus, that from all the Je-
gions of the frontiers, the soldiers most distin-
guished for strength, valour, and fidelity, should
_ be pceasionally dranghted ; and promoted, as s
° " honour and reward, into the mare eligible SErvice
of the guards® By this new institution, the
Ttalian youth were diverted from the exerciseof
"4‘. anns, and the capital was terrified by t.lna*:f.!'lllsl""l
wnﬂmnﬂn of & multitude of barbarians.
But Severus flattered bimself, that the Jegions
ﬁmmm prietorians as theres
tatives of the whole military order; and
that the present nid of fifty thousand men, ﬂ"!
perior in arms and appointments to any foree
} _that could be brought into the field against them, -
ol e would for mmuhthnhnpuufrcheﬂmﬂﬂ
secure the empire to himself and his posterity.
y 2 s command of these favoured and formi-
mmpn- troupsim became the first {ﬂﬂ ﬂf
s empire. A5 the governmeht degenerated inta

g.l.hm'y despotism, the pmtqim prefect, wha

m

. E mnmpm gt
o " 2%ion, & Txxiv, 1248 "

s . #
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in his origin had been a simple captain of the mu.g,
guards, was placed, not enly at the bead of the
army, but iﬂthﬂﬂﬂe@wlhhw

¢ person, and exercised '

nfmmﬁm M]ﬂd’butwhﬂw
and abused this immense power was Plautianos,

o e

danghter with the eldest son of the em ¢

which seemed to assure his fortune, proved the

occasion of his min? E:Hmhn:;md‘thapm

Jace; by irritating the ambition and alurming the .

fears of Plautianus, threatened to produce a ré- s

volution, and obliged the emperor, who still |

him; to consent with reluctance to his death.” P

After the fall of Plautinnus, on eminent lawyer, o

the celebrated Papinian, was appointed to exe-

cute the motely office of pratorian prefect.
Tﬂhmdm the virtue, and @ seaite

gmdnﬂlﬁﬁmm had been dhﬁﬁg"'.ﬁ:.,

of civil pnth:ry instituted by Augu
youth of Severus had been tmﬁundmthnmmlmt .
obedience of camps, and his riper years -:pcut in $

im;dhumhin‘mimmmuf pawFr, WER

srigion of ah hundred b ew Bamsns, soumse il thimgy martiel e
wven futlers of famifies, merely thol his faughter, m Bt mamige »
with the young smperic, n:ighhmuﬂhamhw -
1 AT EREATR U, Diang L. lxxwi, p 18TL i

* Dhon, L leavi, e LETH. Herodiam, 1. AT, g 129-128. Tha
gmnllﬂlhd'inﬂdrium a% it b5 not unmesal, miuch better

ol weiqsalnted with thix siysterious transictios, and mare asaured of The
pllll.ul PMlantlanus, than ;h- nmmmurunmrﬂmlm

st & . -
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THE TNE AND FATL

L CHAP, the &ypﬁhm of military command, His haugh.

#

W inflexible spirit could oot discover, or
T would not acknowledge, the advantage of pre-
serving an intermediate power, however imagin-
ary, between the emperor and the army. Hedis
dained to profess himself the servant of an as.
sembly that detested his person, and trembled ut
his frown ; he issued his commands, where his
request would have proved as effectual ; assum-
ed the conduct and style ofa sovereign and a
conquerar, and and exercised, without disguise, the
whole legislative as wéll as the executive power.

v maks The victory over the senate was cosy and in-
l:_-rpum glorious, Every eye and every pussion were di-

l'r"l"n-

7
: *

‘.

g

')

rectei] to the supreme magistrate, who possessed
the arms and treasure of the state; whilst the se-
'hﬁtt,uﬂtharelucmihyﬂwpmplc.nnrgmrﬁ'
ry force, nor animated by public spirit,
| - an the frail and

b 4

“basis of ancient opinion. The fine
ofa republic mmmﬂ.l]wamuhul.nninﬂﬁ!
way for the more natural ‘and substantial
of monarchy, As the freedom and honours u.l'_
Rome were successively commuuicated to the
provinees, in which the old government had been
cither unknown, or was remembered with abhor-

, the tradition sof republican maxinis was

lly obliterated, The Greek historiansof
um age of the Antonines” hﬁm with a ma~
u.-rplmsurr.- that a!thms.g‘h-_rﬂﬂ Sﬂ\'fﬂl‘? of
}n mmvliam % Bt

* Applam in Preeis,
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full mensure of regal power. In the reign of Se- CRAR. o
verus, the senate was filled with polishied and | | "
eloquent slaves from the eastern provinces, who ' »
justified personal flattery by speculative princi-

ples of servitude. These mew advocates of pre-

rogative W\?ﬂh pleasure by the court,

and with patience by the people, when they in- .
caleated the duty of passive obedicnoe, and des-

The lawyers and the historians concurred MY 6
teaching, that the imperial authority was held, T
not by the delggated commission, but by the
irrevocable: resignation of the senate; that the: &

Jaws, could command by his arbitrary will W
lives and fortuncs of his subjects, and might dis-

pose of the empire as of his private potrimony.”

The most eminent of the civil lawyers, and par- »
ticularly Papinian, Paulas, and Ulpian, flourish=

ed under the house of Severus ; and the Romnn t“‘_"',"
i sence Raving clgsely united sl 'I’ﬂé'\.

the system of monarchy, was supposed to hiv
attuined its full maturity and perfe
The tontemporaries of Severus, "
ment of the pence and glory of his reign, forgave
the cruelties by which it had been introduced. R

Posterity, who experienced the fatal vifects ofhis &5 =
maxims and examv}e, Jjustly runs'.#m.!;j. i -; - T'
the:prhﬁpulaumurufghg@m [ the Roman .

¥ ﬁﬁn‘m seems to have writien with no othér view, then ta
form these dpinicne jnto an historical system. The pandects witl
, phew how sssidgaaly the lawyess, oa thelr side, laboured (o tha envee 2
S axwogtive. ,

LEY

v %

a " -
. v
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-.,.:.. 1I-J

; CHAP. VI,

The death of Sexerwsv—Tyramiy of Coratalla—~

Usurpation of Macrimuse— Follios of Elagabalus,

» —VFirtwes of Alevunder Severms.— Licentivusmess
i 1 of the mrmy.—General state of the Roman j:

ROaNCCR.

“3." Tur ascent to greatness, however steep lﬁ

l_lh.llgﬂsrmls mayv entertain an active splrtl‘l'iﬂ!
ﬂ,.,& the consciousness and exervise &' its own pow-
.f‘ﬂ::“'- ers; but the possession of a throne could never
» « wyet alford o lasting satisfaction to an III'IH-
f tious mind. This_melancholy truth was felt
and acknowledged by Severus.  Fortune lnd
ol merit bad, from an liumble station, elmﬂﬂﬁ
h]l;l to the first place among mankind. * He
a5 d been all things,” as he said himself, “ and
i X "ﬁ: of little value.”* Distracted Wiﬁﬁ_ﬂ

r

cre, not of acquiring, but of preserving

empire, oppressed with ngemdmﬁrmiﬁes. mr&

less'of fame,* and satiated with power, ullhk

prospects of life were closed. The desire of per-

ﬁumngﬂm greatness of his family, was the
frmdnhgwlﬂtﬂfﬁhamhiﬁuuﬂﬁdpltmﬂl

E::m L;L{- most of t.Im Africans, Severus was pu-
prese Juiie, Sionitely addicted to the vain studies of nngiﬂ

- and divination, dﬂcw‘hﬂﬂs interpreta-

: Augutc s 71, % Omata fal .mr -3
. *ﬁhu-m,:.um,pxm Nab

)

-~ ..'b;i ﬁ
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tion of dreams and omens, and perfectly acquaint- crar,

el with the science of judicial astrology, which, VL

in almost every age except the present, has™  »
maintained its dominion over the mind of man.

He had lost his. first wife whilst he was gover-
nor of Mﬁ"‘&ﬂ-‘ In the choice of &
second, | syl ‘only to copnect himself with
some fasourite of fortune; and s soon as he had '
had a royal nativity, he solicited, anid nhm [ ¥

her hand ® Julia Domna (for that was her name) ¥
deserved all that the stars could promise her.

She possessed, even in an advanced age, the at-
tractions of beauty * and united to a lively ima- ™
gination a firmness of mind, and strength of
judgment, seldom bestowed on her sex. Her

amiable qualities never made any deep impression

on the dark and jealous temper of her hushand;

but in bier son’s reign, she administered the prine

cipal affsirs of the empire, with a prudence that o
supported his autherity, and with a moderation.
Julia applied herself to letters and . philasophy
with some success, and with the most splendid

LT
"1

* About this year 188, M. de Tlemont s miseraliy embnrramed
with o passage of THone in which the empres Vaustics, who dled in
the your 175, is introduesd e Biving mntrituted to the marriage uf .
Severts and Julla (. Fixiv, o 1948). The fesrood compier foegots e
thext, Tion 4s reisting, not 3 red fer, bt o dretén of Revereiz wnil
drranis afe elrmmactibod to oo limits of time'or spsee. Dl BL d=

1 Ei.ﬂne fhiit mavrlazes wem eamramematrd 16 the femple af

Venus st Mo ! Filit. dos Empereurs, tom. 17l . 599, Hota 6.

o Hist, Augire F“ » Hist, August, e 55,

¢ Dicn Caaslus, | lesvii, p 19048, 1014 2
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ation. She was the patroness of every arf,
ﬂjﬁ & friend of ¢ very man of glnllls. The
mfnl flattery of the learned has celebratod her
virtue ; but, if we may credit the scandal of
ancient history, r:ha.-,tn}' was very far from be-
ing the most cunsymuuud virtue of the empress

: Juhn

W Ehelr 40 Two sans, (‘ml]a‘ and Geta, were the[nut
b aod - OF s marriage, and the destined heirs of the
S empire.  The fond hopesiof the father, and of
the Roman world, were soon disappointed by
m vain youths, who displayed the indolent
3 ﬂet‘untj' uf hereditary princes, and a pmsnmprlm
that fortune would supply the place of merif and
application.  Without any emulation of virtue
or talents, they discoversd, almost from their in-
- fancy, a fixed and implacable antipathy for each,
: mmm Their aversion, mnﬁmml Iy rmmi

¥

. |

two fuctions, ac tu,m-d hy thehupetaﬁﬂ I'enrsnfa |

y e their respective leaders, - The prudent emperor
endeavoured, by every expedient of advice and

Mﬂﬂmgmm ammﬂm 4

r
‘Llhn t-km.nl:lu Anrelios
i Bassiznue was his fiest name, an in fanad hm‘hm
grandlither,  During bls reign, he aswmed. Abe ﬂ" i""-!-
taninus, which i employed by Lawyers anid ancier

mwr-':- iy Ty Lo s
S hltlh.'.'l';" wcond. from » Jong Galie. gawn: which he distrbsed
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authority, to allay this growing animosity. The ciae.
.- un'hnppyﬂiimrd ar ]ﬁk iﬁuﬁ"ﬂtw:lll his pro- -
i - = '-’ SR

ﬁmn, ﬂw Ilnmnn w nrhl hehnld three empere
Xet even this ¢ EllH] conductserved only to mﬂnmc‘“‘"‘

diers. In the anouish of a disappointed fatber,
Severns foretoll; thut theweaker of his sons wounld
fail a sacrifice tosthe stronger, i'hu, in his turn,
would be ruined by bis owu vices.! !
In these circumstances, the intelligence of n'ﬂ:‘m Cater

il .ﬂf an ilwns:un of the pruwnw,_,' ﬂ': s

Ceis o
: pretext of mthdmwmg Ilih sotis
from the lmmw:ntf Rome, which enervated their
mindds, and irritated their pmxiuus. and uf inur-
. ’
g of” Carsenlla uﬁu.:ibflht m “IIITIH-
m .:-irlll; the sssociition of Gets o the yesr B08
oLl g8 230,  The Lives of Corscalls szl Geta ia &

ﬂ:mm
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cmu hnwplhma three.mm ), and his gout, whizh

awkadlm‘n to be carried in a litter, he trons-

T ported himself in person into that remote island,
attended by his two sons, his whole court, and
a formidable army. He immediately passed the
walls of Hladrian and Antoninus, and entered the
enemy’s country, With the design of completing
the long-attempted conquest of Britain, He
penetratedto thenorthern extremity of the island,
without meeting n enemy. But the concepled

ambuscades of the Caledonians, who hung us-

seen on lhﬂ' rear and flanks of his army, the
coldness of the climate, and the ﬂeventyni’ a
winter march across the hills and morasses d'
Scotland, are reported to have cost the Romans
above fifty thousand men. The Caledonians at
length yielded to the powerfuland obstinate at-

* tack, sued for peace, and surrendered upnrtd‘

* their arms, and a large trock of territory. |
f-wmﬂ. submission lasted no longer |

P present terror. As soon as the Roman legions
had retired, they resumed their hostile independ-
ence. Their restless spirit provoked Severus to
send a new army into Culedonin, with the most
bloody orders, unthnhdm,buttoa:ﬂzpuetﬂe
natives, - Thywmwedhyth&dnﬂhﬁthw

|

L

8 'Thu&kﬁuﬂmmnr,numumﬂmdhy:hur .-

Wehemes give events, nor attended with, any impol
" consequences, would ill ﬂmnnrmr ntl.ﬁnt.u,}lh

but it is mmed. mm o mﬂﬂmﬂ:
= Dicns & Bxely. p\ﬂh g uumh.n,_t.ugplu,l:.

e

~
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degree of probability, that the invasion of Seve- CHAP,
rus is connected with the most shining period of _“w'

the British history or fable. Fingal, whose fame,
with that of his heroes and bards, has been re-
vived in our language by a recent publication ation,
is said to bave commanded the Caledonians in
that memorable juncture, to have cluded the
power of Severus, and to have obtained a signal
victory on the banks of the Carun, in which the
son of the king of the world, Caracul, fled from
his arms along the fields of his pride.” Some-
thingof a doubtfulmiststill hangs over these high-
land traditions; nor can it be entirely dispelled
by the maost ingenious researches of modern cri-

ticism :* but if we could, with safety, imiulg-ergmnr
the pleasing supposition, that Fingal lived, and i ss

that Ossian sung, the striking contrast of the!™ ™

situation and manners of the contending nations
might amuse a philosophic mind. The parallel
would be little to the advantage of the more
cvilized people, if we compared the unrcienting

revenge of Severus wﬁhﬁfmlw men:
g‘ﬂ‘h@l: the timid and brutal cruelty of Cara.

* Osalans Pliemns, wul. 1, . 175.

* Thut the Carseal of Owmian is the Caraculin of the Woman his
tory, Is, perhape; the oply point of Britlsh antiquity in which Mr.
Mucphernon and Mr, Whitaker are of the same opinion; and ye
Fhlm in nat witheot diffleaity. . In the Caledonlsn war, the

of Severus was known only by the appellation of Astonisi
ared it may seem strange that the il bard slronld daveribe him
by = ebckennsme, invented four yewrs afterwards, scaroely used by the
Retmans il after the death of that emperor, and sehdom enmieyed by
the most anclent historians. See Dion, L lxxvil, p. 1317, Hist
Avgust. p 88 Aurel. Victor, Eustb. in Chiron. 2 ann. 714,

VoL. 1. P
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CHAPR. calla, with the bravery, the tenderness, the ele-
b grant genius of Ossian; the mercenary chiefs whe,
from motives of fear or interest, served under the
imperial standard, with the freehorn warriors:
who started to arms at the voice of the king of
Morven; ify in a word, we contemplated the.
untutored Caledonians, glowing with the warmy
virtues of nature, and the degenerate Romans,
polluted with the mean vices of wealth and slt-
very. s
ATt The &adbmghzulﬂ: and last illness of Sﬂw
mile. §  inflimed the wild ambition and black passions. of
Caracalle’s soul. Impatient of any delay or divi-

sion of empire, he attempted, more thon onee, .

to shorten the small remainder of his father's

- days, and endeavoured, but without success, to
exeite a mutiny among the troops” The old
emperor had often censured the misguided l&nﬂr

of Marcus, who, by & single act of justice, migh

have saved the Romans from the tyranny of bis
worthless son.  Placed in the same situl:hll."ﬁﬁ

- experienced how easily the rigour of aﬂﬂﬁ* dis=
solves awny in the tenderness of a parent. He
deliberated, he threatened, but he could not
nlﬂltlmlmtmd only instance of mercy

~was more fatal to the empire than a long series.

santanuan

eihor OF crueltys” m;_mmm-urhhmmdhu-'

Bevein aged the paing of his body ; be wished mpn-!

nod secce-

sakat tis tiently for death, and hastened the instant of
w s 211, At By hii

& s il J’g iis tmpamnr:e H_uf:f@ﬁl at York in
AFY.

I.,}ﬂﬁ‘_ ﬁnrlqmn‘rl. Aurel. Victas.
,1"“”' b RSN Hist August. p B0,
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the sixty-fifth yonr of bis life, and in the eigh- crar.
teenth of a glorious and successful reign. In his "

last momgnts he recommended concord to his
sons, and his sonsto the army. The salutary

more obedient troops, mindful of their oath of

allegiance, and of the authority of their deceased

master, resisted the solicitations of blﬂcﬂhﬁiﬁ‘
proclaimed both hrothers cmperors of Rome,
The new princes soon left the Caledonians in
peace, returned to the capital,’ celebrated their
father’s funeral with divine honours, and were
cheerfully acknowledged as lawful sovereigns,
by the senate, the people, and the provinces.
Some pre-eminence of rank seems to have been
allowed to the elder brother ; but they both ad-
ministered the cmpire with equal and independ-
ent power.’

Such a divided form of government would have ;...

proved a squrce of Wiscond between the mostasd beret

affectionate brothers. It was impossible that it wsperem

could long subisist between two implacable ene-
mies, who neither desired nor could trust a re-
conciliation. It was visible that one only could
reign, and that the other must fall; apd each of
them judging of bis rivals designs by his own,
guarded his life with the most jealous vigilance
from the repeated attacks of poison or the sword.
Their rapid journey through Gaul and Ttaly,

*Dion, L lxzel, p. 1258 Herodian, L i, p. I35
P2
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CHAP: d.irmg which they never cat at the same table,
¥E. ot slept in the same house, displayed to the pro-

vinces the odious spectacle of fraterngl discord.
On their arrival at Rome, they immediately di-
vided the vast extent of the imperial palnce
No communication was allowed between their

i the doors and passages were dili-
gently I‘nruﬁmi and guards posted and relieved
with the same strictness as in o besieged place.
The emperors met only in public, in the pre-
sence of their afflicted mother ; and each sur-
rounded by a numerous train of armed follow-
ers. Even on these oceasions of cercmony, the
dissimulation of courts mulql ill disguise the ran-
cour of their hearts."

Foitles  This ltent civil war already distracted the

foedix

g Whole government, when a scheme was suggested

“‘"‘Mmﬂﬂ'mﬁal benefit to the hostile bro-

ﬂﬂlﬂ-

“#ﬁ-hmwu.”‘w;ﬁ
B 130, who, on this eccasiim, represenis the imperial palsce s
equal in cxtent to the rest of Aome.  The whole region of e Fa-
latine mommt, mvhdllmmmn“‘w
ferenee of aloven or twelve tbousaind feet (see the Natitia and Vies
tor, in Nardini’s Boma Antics). But we shouldl recofioet that
opulent smatars had alimost sirrennded the ity with thelr extendie
frdens ind mpart palaces, the postest purt of which ko teen gra-
“ulmal.y eonfincated by the emperors. Iflkurmdi.thpﬂﬂl

‘that bove bis pewe on the Janiculum, sml if Carscails inhublted
*hpﬁlﬂfﬂhﬂﬁﬁm&mﬂmm
Wﬁmu&mwmwimmﬂp
e intert -mm-umbnhwwﬂm.
of Lucullug, of Agrippe, of Domitin, of Cajus, dc. afl skisting
MMW--ﬂ-ﬂTmﬂm and with the
iﬁtﬂmm But this

tirulur disseration, Minstrated by ' of anejeny Momie.
ot i T AwE
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thers. It was proposed, that since it was-im- CHAR
possible to reconcile their minds, they should "

separate their interest, and divide the empire
between them. The mdihunl of the treaty
were already drawn with some nccuracy. It was
agrecd, that Caracalla, as the elder brother,

should remain in possession of Europe and the
western Africa, and that he should relinquish
the sovereignty of Asia nnﬂEg}'pttﬁGetl.whn
might fix his residence at Alexandria or Anhnd:,
cities little inferior to Rome itsell in wealth and
greatness ; that numerous armies should be con-
stantly encamped on either side of the Thracian
Bosphorus, to guard the frontiers of the rival
monarchies ; and that the senators of European
extraction should acknowledge the sovereign of

Rome, whilst the nntives of Asia followed the

emperor of the East, The tears of the empress
Julia interrupted the negociation, the first idea
of which had filled every Roman breast with sur-
prise and indignation. The mighty mass of con-
quest was so intlmatetrmhﬂl the band of
time and policy, that it required the most for-
cible violence to rend it asunder. The Romans
bhad reason to dread, that the disjointed members
would soon be reduced by a civil war under the
dominion of one master; bat if the separation
was permanent, the division of the provinces
must terminete in the dissolution of an empire
whose unity had hitherto remained inviolate.*

= Herosdian, L v, p- 14,
: * S
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Had the treaty been carried into execution,the
a&r&'ﬁgn of Europe might soon have been the

L e L

Murder of
Grta,

i n T2,
$1th Fe-
bruary.

congueror of Asia; but Caracalln obtained an
easier though a more guilty victory. He artfully
listened to |.IlS mother's entreaties, and mnuﬂtiul
to meet his Lirother in her apartment, on

of peace and reconciliation. In the midst of
their conversation, some centurions, who had con-
trived to conecal themselves, rushed with deawa
swardsuponthe unfortunate Geta. His distrueted
mother strove to protect him in her arms; but,
in the unavailing struggle, she was wuullﬁlfin
the hand, and covered with the blood of her
younger son, while she suw the elder pnimating
and assisting™ the fury of the assnssins.  As soon
as the deed was perprtmlcd, Caracalla, with

hasty steps, and horror in Lis countenance, ran

_ towards the practorian camp as bis only reflige,
and threw himself on the ground before the stotues

of the wutelar deities” The soldiers attempte
to raise and comfort him. In broken dnd dis
ordered words he informed them of his imminent
danger and fortunate em;pe. msinuungtﬁﬂ'h
bad prevented the of his enemy, and de-
ulmd his resolution to live and die with bis faith-

"Mmuﬁ- mﬁuﬂmmm with
ﬂ:?u':'“m be b slain his. brother Geis. Dioti, :.hﬂnﬂ
P

t Hevodian, L v, ' 145 l'nm]mmﬂll!ﬂ?
wmiall chapeél near the bnli-qumgm i wihielihe statues of the b

hddtm-mpmuwmﬂduﬂruimmymh“* 1

éugles, wnd ether military envigne, wese i the first ok of thee
Avitieny an exvelient: Matiiutbon, which ounfirmed diselpling by the
canction of veligiog.  See Lipsiue de Militid Rumand, v, & %3
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ful troops. Geta had been the favourite of the CHAP.
soldiers ; but complaint wus useless, revenge was ad
dangerous, and they still reverenced the son of
Severus.  Their thlmim; died awdy in idle
murmurs; and Caracalla ‘soon convinced t.hnn of
the Jmﬂnam-mm, by distributing in one
lavish dﬂqptim the aocumulated treasures of his
Fnt}ﬂt’.nﬁgn.' The real sentiments of the sol-
diers alone were of i:npurlm.gp his power
safety. Their declaration in his favour o _) -
manded the dutiful professions of the senate. The”
obsequious assembly wasalways prepared to ratify
the degision of fortune; but as Caracalla wished
mwm first emotions of public in
tion, the name of Geta was mentioned with de-
gency, and he received the funeral honours of a
Roman emperor.” Posterity, in pity to his mis-
fortune, has cast a veil over his vices. We con-
sider that young prince as the innocent victim of
his brother’s ambition, without recollecting that
he hmsdiwmdnpuwmmherthnn inclination,
to consummate the same att ucl'.' mengunml .
murder. 4 ‘H"ﬁi

The crime went not unp;mxdtﬂd.
business, nor pleasure, nor flattery, mulddufmxl'"““‘“'
Caracalln from the stings of a guilty conscience;=>
and he confessed, in the anguish of a tortured
mind, that his disordered fancy often beheld the

angryfurmsnfhmfnthﬂranﬂhuhnﬂﬂ,ﬂhng

'"n.uﬂhn.:.h.p.un Dlii, L tiewdl, p. 1289,

* Giots was placed mmong the gods.  Sit dives, dum nan 3} wiree,
exil hin beoihgr. Hist Auguet. p- YL Spme matks of Geta's gosie
mﬁmmﬂlﬂm?wmu.

e L
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' CHAP, into life, to threaten and upbraid him." The

AR e ey

consciousness of his crime should have induced
him to convince mankind, by the virtues of his
reign, that the bloody deed had been the inyo-
lntary effect of fatal necessity. But the repent-
ance of Caracalla only prompted him to remove
from the world whatever could remind him of
his guilt, or recal the memory of his murdered
brother. On his return from the senate to the
palace, he found his mother in the company of
feveral noble matrons, weeping over the untimely
fate of lier younger son. The jealous emperor
threatened them with instant death; the sentence
was executed against adilla, the last g
duughter of ihe emperor Marcus ; and even the
afflicted Julia was ohliged to silence her lament-
ations, to suppress ber sighs, and to receive the
assassin with smiles of joy and approbation. It
of the friends of Geta, above twenty thousand
persons of both sexes suffored death. Flis guards
and freedmen, the ministers of bis serious busi- -
ness, and the companions of his looser hours,
those who by his interest had been promoted to
any commands in the army or provinces, with the
~COnE chain of their dependents, were
included in the proscription; which endeavoured
to reach every one who had maintained the
smallest correspondence with Geta, who lament-
ed his death, or who even mentioned his name.”
* Diom, L beavil, p. 1290, Herodian, 1. v, P 150, Dion (p. 1295)
SV, Mm“pﬂuuhqnmmph; the gume of Geta
in

o
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Helvius Pertinax, son to the prince of that name, cHAP.
lost his life by an unseasonable witticism! 1t -
was a sufficient erime of Thrasea Priscus to be
descended from a family in which the love of
liberty scemed an. hereditary quality.® The
particular ¢auses of calumny and suspicion were.

at tnng&mhd and when a senator was
accused of being ammﬁrhtﬁ:guvemment
the emperor was satisfied with the
that he was a man of property and virtue.’
this well-grounded principle he frequently drew
the most bloody inferences.

The exceution of so many innocent ﬂﬁmlhﬂ of
was bewailed by the secret tears of their friends ™"~
and fumilies, The death of Papinian, the pra-
torian prefect, was lamented as a public cala-
mity. During the last seven years of Severus,
he had exercised the most important offices of
the state, and, by his salutary influence, guided
the emperor's steps in the paths of justice and
moderation. In full assurance of his virtues and
ubilities, Severus, on his death-bed, ha
cd.ﬁhnmwntch over the prospe g y an m .

e

lnmirﬂuwﬁnlﬂ-md'hﬁnn-uhﬂnh
m-mmmw

‘tmuihhduundﬂ.mdmnﬂ conquered pations
Pertinax vbscrved, that fhe fiame of Geticer (he hid oltsined some
alvamtage of the Goths or Gets) would be a praper sddition ta Par
thicus, Alemannicus, &c.  Hist Aogust p 88 :

* Dion, L Lxvil, p. 1291 mnmmmnﬂ..
vidins H‘h'u-. aod Thrasen Pottu, those patricts, whose frm,
hn-h.wi unseasunable virtue, hos been (mportalised by Ta-
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CHAP. of the imperial family.” The honest labours of
Yh© papinian served only to inflame the hatred which
Caracalla bad already conceived against his fa-
ther's minister. . After the murder of Getn, the
prefect was commanded to exert the powers of
his skill and eloguence in a studied apology for
that atrocions deed. The philosophic Seneca
hiad cendescended to compose a similar epistle to
the senate, in the name of the son and assassin of

Agrippina # “ That it was easier to commib
” .th!a_mjmﬁfrapurrﬁnda, was the glorious
reply of Papinion,' who did not hesitate be-
tween the loss of life and that of honour, Such
intrepid virtue, which had escaped pure and
unsullied from the intrigues of courts, the habits
of business, and the arts of Lis profession, reflects
wore lustre on the memory of Papinian, than
_ ﬂmmwmmhnmwmwﬂﬂm

T

. 3 _k' ¥

Mistrase Jt had hitherto been the peculiar felicity of the
el orer e Romans, and in the worst of times their con-
T 9 golation, that the virtue of the emperors was
active, and their vice indolent.  Angustus, Tra-
~Hadrian, and Marcus, visited their exten-
g‘n’ﬂidﬂ@éﬁ“ﬁan,m their progress was

marked by acts of ‘wisdom and beneficence.

e 1t Pisian wis sl 8. it of the empeest |
Julfa,
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The tyranny of Tiberius, Nero, and Domitian, cuae ’

who resided almost constantly at Rome, or in - d

the adjucent villas, was canfined to the senatorial

and eqmmm MMW the

tal (and he never | urned 1o :I.} sbout & years. s 218

after the murder of Geta. The rest of his

zﬁ.u spent in the several provinces of
particularly those of the East, and

every provinice was, by turns, the scene of his

rapine and cruelty. The senators, compelled by

fear to attend his w.mnnms. : were
obliged to: provide daily
immense expence, which he Mﬁﬁm—
tempt to his guards; and to evect, in every city,
magmnificent palaces and theatres, which he either
dlisdained to visit, or ordered to be immediately
thrown down. The most wealthy families were
ruined by partial fines and confiscations, and the
great body of his subjects oppressed by ingenious
and aggravated taxes.!. In the midst of peace,
and upon the slightest prov __hemhu
‘commands, at Alexandri
massaere. [From a securs post EMW‘II
Serapis, he viewed and directed the slaughter of
many thousand citizens, us well as strangers, with-
out distinguishing either the numb?r or the crime
of the sufferers; Since, as he EDD“I informed

* Tiverhus and Pomisinn m“mm Wd‘
!Fﬂp 'ﬁﬂ:uullunhurl_]m:mrr tato Greece. '+ B Danlaturimn
primeijiiy 0y ex squo quannyiy procud sgeatinm Syl preaimi
Jagroune™ | Tade: Hiat, v, 75
_ ! Driom, & Texvi, 'P-l“
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i ”'*“' the senate, all the Alexandrions, those who had

TEEEEEEVE

, and those who had eseaped, were alike
guilty.! :

Helaxation  The wise instructons of Severns never made

of dikes

pline.

any lasting impression on the mind of his son,
who, although not destitute of imagination and
eloquence, was equally devoid of judgment and
humanity™  One dangerous maxim, worthy of
a tyrant, was remembered and abused by Cara.
calla, “ To secure the affections of the army,

v and to esteem the rest of bis subjects as of
“ittle moment.™  But the liberality of the
father had been restrained by prudence, and his
indulgence to the troops was tempered by firm-
ness and authority.  The careless profusion of
the son was the poliey of one reign, and the in-
evitahle ruin both of the army and of the em-
jlﬁ'h:"’!he'ﬂgmrﬂl’ the soldiers, instead of being
re diseipline of camps, melt-
Mm& luxury of cities. The excessive
increase of their pay and donatives?” exhausted

! Dien, I xxvil, p $307. Hevodian, & v, o 158 The former
Wprenis it as 4 erucl masscre, the laiter ai o perfidivos ane e,
F¢ seems probable, that the Alexandsisns had irritated vhe syrunt by

Aol e, e st By
™ Diom, L laxviiy p. 4866

= Dian, & lxxvl, A 1388 Me Wotton (st of Rome, p 390
surpects that this maslin was {n UMM and al

* Dion (. nmup.ummfnun. tha extranrdinay
gifts of Caracalla o the army mw% 0 seventy mil-
lﬁﬂﬂm‘:rhm hhwl two mninmh milced and fifty W

guarde
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the state to enrich the military order, whose oRAP:

maodesty in peace, and service in war, are best
securad Ly an honourable poverty. The de-
pride; hut with the troops he forgot even the
solent fumiliarity, and, neglecting the essential
duties of » general, affected to imitate the dress
and manners of a common soldier. -

It was impossible that snch a character, and Marder of
such conduct as that of Caracalla, could inspire,. s, e17,
cither love oresteemny but as long as: his vices® " Mo

the danger of rebellion. A secret comspiracy,
provoked by his own jealousy, was fatal to the
tyrant. The praetorian prefecture was divided
between two ministers. The military depart-
ment was intrusted to Adventus, an experienced
rather than an able soldier; and the civil affairs
were transacted by Opilius Macrinus, who, by
his dexterity in business, had raised himself, with
a fair character, to that high office. But his
favour varied with the caprice of the emperor,
or fanaticism had suggested to an African, deeply

wuatds recoived twelve bundred and Gy drachms (forty pounds =
year (Dign, 1. loxvil, p. 1307).  Under the reign of Augustus, they
were paid at the e of two drachmm, or desaril, per day, 7203
year (Tacie Anmal |, 17  Domitian, who incrested the soldiers
puy oo fourth, wust have raled the protoriuns to W60 druchirr
(Gronovii de Paguail Yereri, L iii, c 9. Thee soccesive aug-

mentntion mulnst the empire, for, with the seldiers pay, theie sam-

bers oo wern increasesl. W have seen the [r@torians tims incrdssed
Tram 10,000 1o 55,000 mee.
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CRAP: skilled in the knowledge of futurity, a very dan-

gerous prediction, that :\‘Im-ﬁnua nned his son
were destined to reign over the empire. - The'
report was =oon diffused through the province;
and when the man was semt in chains to Rome;
he still asserted, in the presence of the prefect of -
the city, the faith of his prophecy. That ma-
gistrate, who had received the most pressing in-
structions to inform himself of the successors of
Caracalln, immediately communicated the exa-
mination’ of the African o the imperial court,
which at that time resided in Syria.  But, not=
withstanding the diligence of the public messen-
gers, afriend ol Macrinus found means to appeize™
himof the npproaching danger. The emperor
received the letters from Rome : and as he was
tim;mgngad in the ‘conduct of o rhmntw

prefect, direct i todispatch the ordinary
affairs; and to report the more important busi-
ness: that might be contained in them, Maerinys
remd his fate, and resnlved to prevent’it. “He
inflamed the discontents of some inférior officers,
and employed the hand of Martialis, a desporat®
soldier, who hnd been refased the rank of cen- -
twrion.  The devotian of Caracalla prompted”
him to make a pilgrimage from Edessa to the
celebrated temple of the moon at Carrhae. He
was attended by a body of ﬂﬂkj’ hlt M
ﬂ-mcd on the road for some |

his guards preserved a Z
of duty, stabbed him with a dagger.  The buﬁ

. : ).
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assassin was instantly killed by a Scythian archer cHAP..

of the imperial guard. Such wastheendof a_ "
monster whumhﬁ!&hgnﬂdhmmnmlnd

ed thenﬂh.ﬁnprmmnm their own :hgml:y and

that of religion, by granting him a plnce among

the gods. Whilst he was, upon earth, Alexafi-fimiution
der the Great was the only hero whom this gﬂ%‘“‘”‘“
deemed worthy his admiration. He assumed the

name and ensigns of Alexander, formed a Hnm—
donian phalanx of guards, persecuted the disci-

ples of Aristotle, and displayed with rm-
enthusiasm the only sentiment by which he dis-
covered any regard for wirtue or glory. We can

ensily conceive, that after the battle of Narva,

and the conquest of Paland, Charles the Twelfth
{though he still wanted the more elegant accom-

plislunents of the son of Philip) might boast of
having rivafled his valour and magnanimity ; but
in no one action of his hife ¥ ;
mmhhnneuft&m
except in the murder of a great number of bis
own and of His father's friends?
After the extinetion of the house of Severus, Elecio
the Roman Wmﬁmned three days without g o
LN ._—"h!iﬁ-'
». ony L el p 1302 mlﬁ.“;;' A
tmm of Caraealln mmmﬁmwm
e, h.ﬂp—wﬂmlm medals of thit Fmpetor E:ﬂpn‘h:im
de Ups Numismatin, Disvertit, 3l Herafln L9 s 154 hud
seen very eiliedling pletures, in which & figure was dr=Fm, will wae
aide of the fece [k Alcxmpder, and the othes like Cacaculls.
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cuar. master. The choice of the army (for the autho-
rity of a distant and feeble senate was little re-
garded) hung in anxious suspense; ns po can-
didate presented himsell whose distinguished
birth and merit could engage their attachment,
and unite their suffrages. The decisive weight
of the prietorian guards elevated the bopes of
their prefects, and these powerful ministers b
gan to assert their fegal claim to fill the vacancy
of the imperial throne. Adventus, however, the
senior prefect, conscious of his age and infirmi-
ties, of his small reputation, and his smaller
abilities, resigned the dangerous honour to the
crafty ambition of his colleague Macrinus, whose
well dissembled grief removed all suspicion of his
being accessary to hisemaster’s death.” The
Lroaps neither loved nor esteemed his character.
They cast their eyes around in search of a com-
-~ petitor, and at last yiclded with reluctance to his
_promises of unbounded liberality and indulgence.
Cuiaidy A short time after his accession, he conferred on
his son Diadumenianus, at the age of only ten
years, the imperial title and the popular name of
Antoninus,  The beautiful figure of the youth,
assisted by an additional donative, for which the
ceremony furnished a pretext, might attract, it
- was hoped,” the favour of the army, and secure
the doubtful throne of Maerinus.
Disontent  The authority of the new sovereign had been

of the se-

v l‘luﬁmibylhed:mfnl submission of the senate

l‘wll'l L!'r.p.tllk Hist, Augmt. p, 84
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deliverance from a hated tyrant, and it scemed mg
of little consequence to examine into the virtues

al theammMMuﬁm

their origin; and the equestrian order was still
in possession of that great office, which commiund-
ed with arbitrary sway the lives and fortunes of
the senate. A murmur of indignation was lreard,
that o man whose obscure® extraction had never

hmwhyw serviee, should dare

At

e bupn dmitied imm-mﬂulht'

rlag
Lhe volcs of e e, Thee perutind Exvour af-
Plagtiznus arid

; e 'wmuwmm
'.'"‘ : h

rewe inifred _,muu, pre

-% hunhmdmﬂnlan of g ailversry, seems
“h"!'llﬂ'ﬁﬁ'mﬁﬂm of the Greek orstors, te the I-.lﬂ.,
ﬁmﬂmd‘iﬂ”’m
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cHAP. ntﬁtﬁnﬂdtgmtrtnthesphndmu{thehy

and the
Ermy.

eeras, Pevinl station.  As soon as the character of Ma-
erinus was surveyed by the sharp eye of discon-
tent, someé vices, and many defects, were casily
discovered. The choice of his ministers was in
many instances justly censured, and the dissatis-
fred people, with their usual candour, accused &b
ance his indolent tameness and 'his mwﬂ--
verity.®
His rash ambition had climbed a l:eaghtwhn
mwh to stand with firmness, and im-
possible to fall without instant destruction. Train-
ed in the arts of courts and the forms of civil bu-
siness, he trembled in the presence of the fierce
and undisciplined multitude over whom he bad
assumed the command ; his military talents were
ﬁg:hed. and his personal courage suspected; &
whisper that circulated in the camp, disclosed the
¥ ugm of the conspiracy against the late
, dggravated the guilt of murder by the
" baseniess' of hypoerisy, and heightened contempt
by detestation. To alienate the soldiers, and to
provoke inevitable ruin, the character of a re-
former was only wanting'; mtmlimthefp
qlﬁ'irhduhp of his fate, that Macrinus was
1 e&m&c that invidious office. The
had left bebind it a long
train of ruin uﬂ’dismﬂs;nﬂ ifﬂ!lt"ﬂ!tm

» AT

-mmumlmmmﬁmmﬂm-ﬂh
Arguatan history, seemi 1o baye u#mih
venl writura, employed by Blagabulus, to biacken the wemory &
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tyrant had been capable of reflecting on the sure cHAP,
mmquﬂmsufhmummndpﬂ he would per. ¥*
haps have enjoyed the dark prospect’of the dis- =
tress and calamities wlxldl he bequeatbed to his
SUCCESSOTS.

In thf thimeuummumn;}m_
tion, Maerinus proceeded with a cautious, pru-refra.
dence, which would have restored health md““'“'“’“
pgmtaﬂ:t Roman army, in uuqnmm
thmepuhie manner. To the soldiers already
engaged in the service, he was constrained to
leave the,danpetans Rrivileges oud extratagant
pay given by 5 but the new reeruits
were reccived on the maderate, though
fiberal, establishment of Severus, and gradually
formed to modesty and obedience® One fatal
error destroyed the salutary effects of this judi-
cious plan, The numerous army, assembled in
the east by the lale emperar, instead of being
immediately dispersed by Macrinus through the
several provinces, was suflered to I'Et::r um;ﬁ
in Syria, during the winter that followed his
vation. In the tmnnmldlm:n w
ters, the troops viewed their :ﬂﬂgtb.ﬂ“-
bers, communicated their complaints, and re.
volved in their minds the advantages of another
revolution, Thw, instead of heing flatter-
ed by the advantageous distinction, were alarmed
I:lj' the first steps of the

e ,'--.-1-1 . ‘.

= Diom, % braxiil, p. 1336 Thnn-unu&'thquﬂ:thﬂ:hwu

intention ar 1 ot AL Wottaon bas mistsken h:lﬂ'l.,ﬁj’
rﬂ.mﬂq‘].:.mw aue of veterans and recraiis, bot ofald
mpd new legions.  Fiistory of Bome, p. 367, o’ s ‘-P‘?\
q% P v
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cuAPl. considered as the presage of his future intentions,
i The recruits, with sullen reluctance, entered on
a service, whose labours were increased, while its
rewarids were diminished by a covetous and un-
warlike sovereign.  The murmurs of the army
swelleds with impunity into seditious clamours ;
and the partial mutinies betrayed a spirit of dis-
content and disaffection, that waited only for the
slightest occasion to break out on every side;
into a general rebellion. To minds thus disposed,
the oceasion soon presented itself. .
g:ﬂ:’:mﬂ e empress Julin had experienced all the vi-.
press Julia. cissitndes of fortune.  From an humble station
pncationsiche had been raised to greatness, only to taste
soos, 12d. the superior bitterness of an exalted rank. She
Eiygabe.  Wits doomed to weep over the death of one of her
l,.:!r__ﬁnns, and over the life of the other, The cruel
simus 404 fate of Caracalla, though her good sense mmi.
bave long tanght l-qr_ cpeet it, awakened
fieelings of a mother and of an empress. Ltn.
withstanding the respectful civility uxpmsgﬁjy
the usurper towards the widow of Severus, she
descended with a painful struggle into the con-
dition of a sulject, and soon withdrew hersell, by
i rol.untuqdmth,ﬁ‘um the anxious and humiliast-
2 Julin Miesa,. her sister, was
MM 'h.#lm the court aad Antioch. She
retired to Emesa with an ﬁnm&uu”fnrtnm. the
fruit of twenty years favour, ace ied by her
two daughters, Sowmias and iﬁum. l:'lll:'l nt‘

'I-,lr:*
*Lrnrm* . 1390, 'lﬂmf of Xiphilln, th-;li’
Imwﬂnhhﬂﬂ-ﬂnﬁmmm
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whom was a widow, and each had an only son. cHAP.
Bassianus, for that wus the name of the son I:I!'“
Soxmias, was mt&dtﬂ the honourable mi-
nistry of high pdﬂt the sun ; and r.E'tl holy
r from wnm GF su-
to raisc the Syrian youth
ire of Rome, A numerous body of
trogps was stationed at Emesa; and, as the se-
vere discipline of Macrinus had constrained them
to pass {he winter encampesl, they were eager to
revenge the cruelty ui‘ such unaccustomed bard-
ships.  Thesoldiers, who m&: crowids to
the temple of ﬂm sun, beh venerdtion
and delight the elegant dress and figure of the
young poutiff; they recognised, or they thought
that they recognised, the features of Caracalla,
whose memory they now adored.  The artful
Miesa saw and cherished their rising partiality,
and readily sacrificing her daughter's reputation
to the fortunc of her grn.ndmn, !ihE insinuated that
Bassianus was the”ﬂllllrll son of their murdered
sovere The sums w by b m
ﬂhﬁl"th a lavish hand, silenced ey tion,
and the profusion sufficiently proved the : '
or at least the resemblance, of Bassianus with the
great origimal.  The young Antoninus (for he, | .
lind nmmtduﬁﬂmﬂ:ﬂ that respéctable ume}nuy 1e.
wis declared emperor the troops of L
asserted his hereditary rig Ifl'fr' called aloud on
the armies to follow the ofa young and
liberal prince, who bad taken up arms to revenge
Q3
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EHAT. I:h father's death and the oppression of the mi-

oo Ytaty onder.*

Defent and - Whilst a conspiracy of women and eanuchswas

it eomeerted with prudence, and conducted with
rapid vigour, Macrinus, who, by a decisive mo-
tion, might have crushed his infant enemy,
floated hetween the opposite extremes of terror
mdm:umr, which alike fixed him inactive at
Antioch, A spirit of rebellion diffused itself
through all the camps ‘und garrisons of %
paccessive detachments murdered tieir
and Jrﬂn{*d the party of the rebels; and the _
sestitution of military pay and privileges was im-
puted to the acknowledged weakness of Hﬂ*
mu. At length he marched out of Antioch, to
aneet the increasing and zealous army o ‘the

n-ﬂn.

the field with faintness and reluctance; bt
m«% of the hattle the prtorian guards,
involuntaty impulse, asseried W the

* Aecording to Lampsidion (Flst. Augnet, po m m&h
verus llved tweniyv-nine years, thrie monihey il seven days. -
“was killed Marel 10, £35, be was born December 18, #15, ﬂl
conwequently sbaut this thme thirtegn years old, = hls eldér

w pretendir.  His own troops seemed 1

miight e wbout sevenisen.  This compuitation subts wich m#

- of the young prénces, than that of Herodian (. v, - 330).
e ‘“uwu !!Ig:ﬂh,lqrnlpﬂ
\ : of Elngabalis twi yers

Its rend diration, the particnlors pf the conspiracy, s
Dion, L lexvin, (1880, ‘Hq-naq,r..l!..m

By o most depgersus prociamation . :
mmmmwmmwuﬁmmﬁﬁ 4

malate, as well as 10 his milinry commiwion.
» Thom, . lexvill, po 190K Hevedion,: L v, p 186, muﬂh
wan fought peir the village of Tmme, sbout twosand-twenty miler
trmﬁn‘tm-h '
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superiority of their yalour and digcipline. The cHar.
rebel ranks were broken; when motherand

grandmother of the Syrian prince, who, accord-
riots, and, by, exciting the compassion of the
soldiers, endeavoured to animate their drooping
courage. Antoninus himself, who, in the rest of
crisis of his fate approved himself a hero, mounted
his horse, and, at the head of his rallied troops,
charged Mﬁ-ﬂmtﬁﬂ thickest of the
cneny; whilst the eunuch Gannys, whose occu-
soft luxury of Asia, displayed the talents of an
able and experienced general.  The battle stil
raged with doubtful violence, and Macrinus
might have obtained the victory, had he not he-
trayed his own cause by a shameful and precipi-
tate flight. Flis cowardice served only to pro-
tract his life a few days, and to stamp deserved
ignominy on his misfortunes. 1t is scarcely ne-
cessary to add, that bis son Disdumenion was
involved in the same fate. As soan as the stub-
born praterians could be cotvineed  that they
fought for a prince who had basely deserted them,
they surrendered to the conquerory the contend-
ing parties of the Roman army, mingling tears of
joy and tenderness, united under the banners of
the imagined son of Caracalla, and the East ac-
knowlidged with pleasure the fiest emperor of
Asiatic extraction.

a4
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cuar.  The letters of Macrinus had eondescended te
“:__ inform the senate of the slight disturbance oceas
Etagabalus Sioned by an impostor in Syria, and a decree im-

wrriles o

the senate, Medintely passed, declaring the rebel and his fa-
mily public enemies; with a promise of pardon,
however, to such of his deluded adherents as
should merit it by an immediate return to their
duty. During the twenty days that elapsed from
the declaration to the victory of Antoninus (for
in so short an interval was the fate of the Roman,
world decided), the capital and the provinces,
more especially those of the East, were distracted
with hopes and fears, agitated with tumult, sod
stained with auseless elfusion of civil blood, singe
whosoever of the rivals prevailed in' Syrin, must,
reign over the empire.  The specious letters in
which the young congueror announced his victoy:
to the obedient senate, were filled with profes-
: reus and Augustus, he should ever
iider as the great rule of his administration;
and he affected to dwell with pride on the strik-
ing resemblance of his own age and fortanes with.
those of Augustus, who in the earliest youth had
revenged by a successful war the murder of his
fntbm By adopting the style of Marcus Aure-
. lius Antoninus, son of Antoninus, and grandson

of Severus, he tacitly asserted his hereditary claim.
to the empire ; but, by assuming the tribunitian
and proconsular powers before they had been
conferred on him by a decsee of the senate, he
new and injudicious violation of the constitution
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was probably dictated either by the ignorance of enar.
his Syrian courtiers, m'thlﬁump disdmu of his__
military fﬂliﬂm' LA g L) .

As the ;:. m‘w ME?H ﬂi-;‘ﬂm of

to [taly, passed 'H’tumu:dm his first wmt&raﬂﬂr
hhwiqlug ‘and dﬂfq:m:l.i.;ll mung summer
his triumphial ent ‘PL :
picture, however, w Im h |1r1'mdml Ius nn’i

was placed by his ilamediate order over the altar

of victory: mw conveyed to the
Romans the hutnuwthywﬂﬁm
person and hj:mm He was drawn in his sa- g
cendotal robes of silk and gold, after the lmuu
flowing fashion of the Medes nnd Pi:l:mmaq_s,
This head was covered with a lofty tiara, his no-
merous eollars and bracelets were adorned with
gems of an inestimable value. His evebrows
were tinged with black, and his cheeks painted
with an ﬂui mid 'Iute.‘ The gmve
senuators it, after ha
lqim:pm-lmced the mm. mny of their ¢
countrymen, Rome was ut length humpled 1
thffdﬁlminum lusury of orienta

putu-m A

The sun was qronb.iﬁm! at Emesa, under tlmﬂk:“wpﬁ

nmar Etngnbam lnd mulr:r the#fm gtﬂa‘
'

1353,
'ﬂlﬂl::, :: 1965 Hm'-dl.ml-'r."‘p.m

‘W'ﬁ detived by the leurmesd 'from' twe Eptfw.' wurds,
Fla, a' e, and Gabel, v form, the forming, o phistie god, = pro-
Wrmmmlﬁﬂﬂﬁtﬂltlum “nltuﬂliﬂllﬂ'[ﬂ
Bame, p. 374,
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e aP. black eanical stone, which, as it was universally
VL pelioved, had fallen from beaven on that sacred

A

place. To this protecting deity, Antoninus, not
‘without some reason, ascribed his clevation to
the throne. The display of superstitions grati-
tude, was the only serious business of his reigm.
“I'he triumph of the god of Emesa over all the
rélisions of the earth, was the great object of his
geal and vanityy and the appeliation of FElagaba-
lus (for he presumed as pmﬂzd favourite to
adopt that sacred name) arer to him thanall
the titles of imperinl greatness. [n a solenmi pros
cession through the steeets of Rome, the way was
strewed with gold dust; the black stoney set in
precions gems, was placed on a chariot drawn by
six milk-white horses richly caparisoned.. The

pious emperor held the reins, and, su
s ministers, moved slowly Backwards, that he
night v enjoy the felicity of the divine
% & magnificent temple raised on the
“Palitine mount, the sacrifices of the god-Elsga-

balus were eelelirated with every circumstance:
cost and solemnity. The richest wines, the mast
extraondinary vietims, and the ravest aronabics,
were profusely consumed on his altar, Around
tlie altar a chorus of Syrian damsels performed
it lnseivious dances to the sound of barbarian
i, whit the graes psanngesof e e
“and army, clothed in long Pimu.untunlﬂ. ol
ficiated in the meanest Mwﬂhw

. <oy St - A i
¥ Tgroatian, I v, p 190 -

J-
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To this temple, as to the common centre of
to remove the ancilia, the palladium® and all

of the god of Emesa; but his

wasdreaded lest herwarlike terrors might afir

the soft delicacy of a Syrian Jdeity, the moon,
sun.  Mer image, with the rich offerings of her
temple ds a marriage portion, was transported
with solemn pomp from Carthage to Rome, and
the day of these mystic nuptials was a general

festival in the capital and throughout the em-
L

235

CHAR.
VL

P st

.A: rational voluptuary adheres with invariable i profi-

yespect to the temperate dictates of nature, and uminae

rse, endearing ‘connections, and the soft
colouring of taste and the imagination. 'But Ela-
gubatus (P speak of ‘the emperor of that name),

& Wi hrckn ints ¥ Nenetuary of Vesta, and curried away a satos,
wihich B snppessd o be the palladiam @ bt the vestaly h
y-ﬂ-mm;hﬂwtml g :
fune/Intruder.  Hist. Augat fl T08 = S

B s, L bids, o 1360 Heredinn, Lv, 100 The iibjects
of the enrpirn weee cbliged o muke libera) prescnts t the new-
yhirtied coepls | @nd whntever they hod promised diring the [life of
Elagubalus, was csrefully esscted under the administration of M-
mi.
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cuar. corrupted by his youth, his country, and his for-
g tune, abandoned hinself to the grossest pleasures
- with ungoverned fury, and soon found disgust
and satiety in the midst of bis enjoyments, The
inflammatory powers of art were summoned'to
his pid: the confused multitude of women; of
wines, and of dishes, and the studied variety of
attitudes and sauces, served to revive s languid
appetites. New tprms and new inventions in’
these sciences, the only anes cultivated and pa-
tronised by the monarch,' signalized bis H;
and transmitted his infamy to succeeding '
A capricious prodigality supplied the \ﬂn‘l o
taste and elegance; and whilst Elngnlm]m H:-
vished away the treasures of his people in the
wildest extravagance, his own voice and that of
his flutterers applauded a spirit and magmw )
unknown to the tameness of his predecessors.
To confiund the order of seasons and climatés

m-ﬂn ‘the passions and prejudices of his
and to subvert every law of nature and
decency, were in the number of his most deli-
cious amusements. A Jong train of m‘““ﬁ?

and a rapid succession of wives, among whom
was a vestal virgin, ravished by force from her
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sacred asylam,' were uwu.m;. to satisfy the CHAR,
impotence of his passions. um.mnwaf the.
Roman world. lg'p;mﬁ wﬁmﬁm and

L] =.'- que

e !

of the nmprm%husbaud o e

It may scem l_]l'l.'l[llllil(.‘ the vices m:u:i f'ulhﬂ u{mﬂu
A ! 13 L .-; m ﬁﬂdﬂ.hm

2 Hmwm [

Rumn penpl'e. m:ul -uuﬁtxﬁ inr gmw nnd con-
temporary historians, their mexpressible infamy
=iy ﬂmt of any other age or country., The
licence of an eastern monardl is secluded from
the eye of curiosity by the inaccessible walls of

his seraglio. , The sentiments of honour and gal-

aregard rfﬂilm and a re : public.

opinion, into the modern. of Europe ; but

the corrupt and opulent nobles iﬂtw-ﬁ
e et e I s

planted liy one Zoticus, had b not contrived, by = pojion, to enp-
mmp-murnhrrmhm;ﬁum.mum mmll.ulﬂ'l_

preflet of the waich, o arber prefect of the prevision :
throe wbalsthrsd fuish ammny (e rlor afiedrs, Wese m-m
enpruifpte mombrermn, - Hbe August po 105

* Evun he eredulous comspiler of his lifc, in the Anguistise hip-
tory (po J11% % foelined o suvpert thut his vices may have been
cxaggerated,
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cHAP, every vice that could be collected from. the
Vi mighty conflux of nations and manners. Secure
B o
of impunity. careless of censure, they lived with-
out restraint in the paticnt and humble society of
their slaves and parasites. The emperor, in his
turn, viewing every rank of his subjects with the
controul hissovereign privilege of ust and huxury.
Diseon- The most worthless of mankind are not afraid
mutsofthe ., condemn in others the same disorders which
_eover some nice difference of age, character, or
station, to justi(y the partial distinction. YThe fi-
centious soldiers, who had raised. to the throne
the dissolute son of Caracalla, blushed. at their
ignominious choice, and turned with disgust from
that monster, to contemplate with pleasure the
\opening virtues of his cousin Alexander the son
grandson Elagahalus mustinevitably destroy bim-
self by his own vices, had provided another and
surer support of her family. Embracing o fa-
vourable moment of fondness and devotion, she
had persuaded the young emperor to adopt Alex-
Alessnder ander; and to invest him with the title of Cgsar,
dectarnd « that his own divine occupations might be na
Comn,, longer nteerupted by the care of the eagth. 18
the second rank that amiable prince soon e
the affections of the publie, and exmtcirﬁ‘
rant’s jealousy, who resolved to termi the

rognners, or by taking away the life, of his fiv®
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His arts proved unsuccessful; his vain designs ©
were constantly discovered by his own loquacious "
folly, and dmpw by those virtuous and

The message was received in the senate
EﬂEﬂEl.!, and in the eawp with fury. The prato-

MMM and to
rewqpﬁ! the dishonoured majesty of the throne.
The tears and promises of the trembling Elaga-
balug, who only begged thew to spare his life,
and to lenv&hnmmthermaemonufhmhtluvpd
Hicrocles, diverted their just indignation : and
they contented themselves with empowering theiy
prefects to watch over the safety of Alexander,

and the vonduct of the emperor.”

5{!‘.

It was impnuihle that such a munmﬁatmnm-m-r
should last, or that even-tlie mean so ﬂm et e

balus counld hold an empire on

“'-F"

terms of dependence. Hemw a 872,

 dnngerous experiment, to try the temper of the
 spldiers. mm&dﬂndmﬂmhﬂamdm}
and the natural suspicion that he had been mur-

dered, inflamed their passions into fury, and the
tempest d‘ the camp culd.anl;r Im.p”i%

i =4
.-l-' W . 4 i

"'m l-'hﬂa’, 1865 'Ilﬂnd.-tn. Lov, pa IB5-80L Tisy
Augrmat. PT.M Tha last of the theee historians seema i huve fols
fwmud m-buu.mhuiuhn geotunt of the sevolidlon.

Masch 10



cl‘&! Wuﬂ nuthority of the popular youtl

l'

e iFrOvokaid at this new instance of their affection’

T for his cousin, and their contempt for his person
ghe enperor ventured to punish m of ‘the
Jeaders of the mutiny. His unsensonalile severity
proved instantly fatal to-his minions, his mother,
andd binself,. Blagabalus was massacred by the i
dignant praetoriuns, his mutilnted corpse _
tIlrﬂngh the atmel:u ol the EWW

| e
M has been ratified by posterity.” '!'ﬁ*'
Acowion = In the room of Elagabalus, his cousin W
der seve- 'doF Was raised to the throne by the prmhlﬂ
. .Msr..ﬂi:nlnﬂﬁutuﬂ:ufnmﬂyn{
mhnunmheme&,wpthemmum
J’hﬁm!‘ Imwtue nn:l his :Enng:rﬁ‘

» The :mﬁﬂu'munrmw g 5
Alowandes, has emploped the learnlng and ol 5 » Tilles
simant, "Walsbiehi, w.mn. amil “Torirs, Adein. The' -

Weishall repiy, with the learmed \lm"“ ‘thie
rimn wik nanchilated, 'dmt * i ﬁm “'ﬂh"

h‘mld '._ 75 LLEF & *".:.- _1'—. mm
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imperial dignity*  Bat ns: Alexander was & oﬂt
madest and dutiful youth; of only sevénteen years

of age, the reinsof governinent werein' the hands

of two wothén, of ‘his mother Mitmeay and of '
Miesa, his grandmotiicr.  After the teath of the
latter, whosurvived but a short time the elevatiot

of Alexander, Mamea remained the sole regent

of her son and of the émpire.

o Inevery age and country, ﬂlﬂmmrﬂwﬁ
the stronger, of the two sexes, has usurped i gl
powers of the state, and confined the other to

the cares and plensures of demestic life. In he-
reditary monarchies, however, and especially in

those of modern Europe, the gnllant spirit of :
chivalry, and the law of succession, have aecus-

tomed us to allow n singular éxception} and a
woman is often acknowledged the absolute sove-

reign of a great kingdor, in which she would be
deemed incapable of exercising the smallest em-
ployment, civil or military. But as the Roman
emperors were still considered as the generals and
magistrates of the repablic, their wives and mo=
gusta, were never associated to their personal ho-

nours; and a female reign would have appeared

an inexpiable prodigy in the eyes of those primi~

tive Romans, who married without fove, or loved
without delicacy and respect” The haughty

4 Hists Angost, po 114, !;M:-ﬂm:ﬁhf-u
mw:h-hnpuutpmmd:mwmmrmhm
al the atmies

* Metellon Numidicms, the censor, scknowledged to the &m
people, in a public oraticn, that had kind muture allowed us lo exist

¥YoL L ]
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THE DECLINE AND FALR
rippins , indeed, to share the honours
of the empirc, which she had conferred on her
son; but her mad ambition, detested by every

“gitizen who felt for the dignity of Rome, was

disappainted by the artful firmness of Seneca and
Burrhus.' - The good sense, or the indifference,
of succeeding princes, restrained them from of-
fending the prejudices of their subjects ; and it
was reserved for the proflignte Elagabalus, to
discharge the acts of the senate, with the name
of his mother Sommias, who was placed by the
sitle of the consuls, and subscribed, as & regulas
member, the decrees of the legislative assembly:
Her more prudent sister, Mamea, declined the
useless and odious pmrugai.ive,a:uiam!mulﬂ
was enacted, excluding women for ever from the
senate; and devoting to the infernal gods, the
head of the wretch by whom this sanction should
WMMNMW
of power was the object of Mamewa's munly am«
hition.  She maintained an absolute and lasting
empire over the mind of her son, and io'his af
fection the mother could not brook a rival
Alexander, with her consent, married the daughter
af @ -patrician; but his respect for his futher-
in-law, and love for the empress, were incon-
sistent with the tenderness or interest of Mamaet.
The patrician was executed on ﬂmmdyw

fronldesstne companion : and be could recomend’ mutrinsmy eoly
-:h-l-nﬂm of peizaie plesmire: to poblic duty. i Gellis
i '

* Tatils Annal, :m. 5 * Fket. August. p 108, W
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sation of treason, and thewifeof Alexander driven cla®-
with ignominy from the palace; and banished into ___~

Africa Hurm&'r# Colibinmi Sea o Sl b¥ed |

most virtuous senatars, as a perpetual council of
state, before whom every public business of mo-
ment was debated and determined.  The cele-
brated Ulpian, equally distinguished by his know-
ledge of, and hiz respect for, the laws of Rome,
wasd at their head ; and the prudent firmness of
this aristocracy restored order and sutherity to
the government. As soon as they had purged
the city from foreign superstition and luxury, the
remains of the eapricious tyranny of Elagabalus,
they applied themselves to remove his worthless
creatures from every department of public admi-
nistration, and to supply their places with men
of virtue and ability. Learning, and the love of

the only recommendations for
dvﬂnm.-n’hhur andthelmeul‘:hmplmg,
*Dhu.mtl::n:-mlﬂ- Hmlhn.:l.ti.p-!ﬂi Hist. Au

.ﬂ

T o D i s
mﬂ.mwmmdm 1t ls fmpase
silile to pronousce between them ; but Dion is =5 lreeproachable

mammmwmdmmmm
mﬁmmﬁuwmﬁmmmw

e
B2
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OF P Wﬁim for mhm cmplay-
sy TS, T
Mm antthemnst unpurtnm care of Ih[nm-l
lupwtu: counacllors, was 1 form the charaeter of
::-- the young emperor, on whose personal gnalities.
the happiness or misery of the Roman worlkd must.
ultimucely depand.  The fortunate soil assisted,

and; even prevented, the band. of cultivation.

An exeellent understanding soon convineed Aless.
ander of the adwantages of virtue,. the pleas

sure of knowledgy, and the necessity of: labonrs

A natural mildness and moderation of tempen
]:u'ﬂﬂﬂnd:!umflmn theassoultsof passion andthe:

« allurements of vice. His unalterable regued for

his mother, and his esteem for the wise Ulpiany

guurdt-dhuumwrimdmlh fmﬂmm

Joarml of ﬂ.Wnﬂum mm
ey lifee mmm awn mm
empreron-and witly some allowance for the difs
foresice of manners, might well deserve theimis
tation of modern princes.  Alexander roseearlys:
the first moments of the day were‘consecrated to.
private devotion, and his.domestic chapel. was: -
filied with the images of those: heroes, whe, by
improving or nfumhxg]mnim hfe,haddemvd-

L AaiTamal - RCE ] ve o j I vy -

= Herodian, 1. v p S mmpm Tlre latuer
sinuates, that when any law wan to be passed; the councll
ny.mmxmuwuaww-ﬂﬂ
were separately given, and taken down in weilitge 0 00
78 his life, in the Augustsn historye The '
mﬁumhm
mmw Ly

- L
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the grateful reverence of posterity. But, as he ﬂr
deemed the service of mankind thie most acoept-

able worship MWﬂiﬂ
where he discussed pablic affairs, and determiiried
above his yeurs.  The dryness of business wus
relieved By the charms of ligeratote; and a por
tion of time wus always set apart f
studies of poetry, history, and philocoply. :
works of Virgil and ‘Horace, the republics of
cer s taste, enlarged: his

Plato and: Cicero, forined Lis

of man and government.  The exercises of this
body suceeeded to those of the mind; and Alex-
aniter, who was tall, setive, and robusty sur-
passed most of his equals in the gymnastio arts
Refreshed by the use of the hathanda slight din-
ner; he resumed, with new vigour, the business
of the''day; and, ¢l the bour of supper, the
principal meal of the Ramans, lie wos attended
cwared the multitude of letters, memorials, an

petitions, that must hiuve been aildressed to the
master of the greatest part of the world. His
tible was served with the most frugul simplicity;
and whenover hewas ot liberty td vonsult his
swiy inclingtion, the dompany mmimd_.-_qg-!'{qir
whomn Ulpian was constanthy invited. -~ Their
Mg‘mfumﬂinr and instructive; and the
pauses were occasionally enlivened by the recital
of =ome plensing composition, which supplied the

R3
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cuar. place of the dancers, comedians, and even gla-
VI diators, so frequently summoned to the tables of
the rich and luxurious Romans® The dress«of
Alexander was plain and modest, his demeanour
courteous and affable : at the proper hours his
palace was ppen to all his subjects, but the voice of
a crier was heard, as in the Eleusinian mysteries,
pronouncing the same salutary admonition; “ Let
“ none enter those holy walls, unless be is con-
* scious of a pure and innocent mind.”*
e @ moment for vice or folly, is a better proofef
::::;-;'l_d.l.he wisdom and justice of Alexander's goyers-
233, ment, than all the trifling details preserved in
the compilation of Lampridins, Sinee the gt
cession of Commodus, the Roman world: had ex-
perienced, during a term of forty years, the
successive and  various . vices of four - tyrants.
From the death of Elagabulus, it enjoyed an
vinces, relieved from the oppressive taxes in-
vented by Caracalla and his pretended son, flou-
rished jn peace and prosperity, under the admi-
nistration of magistrates, who were convinced by
experience, that to deserve the love of the sub-
jects, was their best and only method of obtain-
ing ﬂmﬂuﬂrﬂ' their sovereign.  While some
gentle restraints were imposed on the innocent
luxury of the Roman people, the price of pro-
visions, and the interest of maoney, were reduced

Pewadt ..j o

o
“-
*
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mﬂ i"uu:n& Mamm %
cated by adoption to the dissolute Verus,
descent to the cruel Commodus. lt lizcame. the
hmwnbbm' - &h= sons_of s;?

. AT i Nigh file

nmeﬂ-i. Alexander, thnu;,rh pressed by the
_and perhaps sincere importunity of the
senate, nobly refused the borrowed lustre. of a
pame; whilst in his whole conduct he laboured * -
to restore the glories and felicity of ﬂze age of

the genuine Antonines.”

_sensible of the public felicity, repaid t

mmmmnmmm 3
remiined -a_greater, a more necessary, but &
more difficult enterprise ; the reformation of the
military order, whose interest and temper, con=

= T Giie

mogtn

fin
‘Ml-ulhmshhupn]- _“

not msssene it ad & (amily peme.
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CHAP. firmed by Jong impunity, rendered thews dmipas -

W

" of the blessings of public tranquillity. . In the

tient of the restraints of discipline, and cireless

execution of his design the emperor affected b
display his love,  and to concenl his fear, of the.
army, The most rigid ecopomy in every other -
Lranch of the administration, supplied a fund of -
gold and silver for ordinary pay and the gx-
traordinary rewards of the troops, In theis
Ample magazines were formed along the publies:
roads, and as soon as they entered the enemy's
country, @ numerous train of mules and camels
waited on their haughty laziness, As Alexander
despaired of correcting the luxury of his o
be attempted at lcast to. direct it to objects-@
martial pomp and ornament, fine horses, splens
did armour, and shields eariched with silver and. -
gﬂ%ﬁ shared whatever fatigues he was
obliged to impose, visited in person the sick and.
wouynded, preserved an exact register ‘of  theif
services and his own gratitude, and expressed, on
every occasion, the warmest regard for a body ofi-
men, whose welfare, as he afficted to declsre, +
mg Mmd wﬂ]:;hq.#mmnﬂ
By the mast gentle arts he laboured. to inspire
the fierce multitude with a sense of duty, and to.
restore at least a fuint image of that discipline to -
which the Romans owed their empire oyer so.
. b AR e LollY
e e e S
- A i
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‘many otlier nations; as warlike and more powerful n’iﬂ
thm thmﬂheﬁ-“m“lmhu "

mmn the wise Lﬂpmn, wits the ‘Erimﬂ
of the laws and of the people; he was con-
sidered as the encmy of the soldiers, nndtﬂ'l'm
pernicious counsels every scheme of ;e{mmhm
wis imputed. - Some trifling accident blew up
their discontent-into a furious mvtlnv nnd &

Mwmdammththe :
people yielded'with a sigh, and left the virtuous
but: wefortumate: Ulpian to his fatd. He was

at the feet of his master, who '- trove i
cover him- with the purple, », and” 0 olitain” Kis
pardon Trom the inexorable soldiers.  Such was

e I . md‘ Eu.vmﬁn‘l‘., ﬂ'lnlﬂm
ampemr was unable to revenge bLis murdered
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cuar. friend and his insulted dignity, without stooping
to the arts of patience and dissimulation.” Epas-
‘gathus, the princifial leader of the muting, was
‘removed from Rome, by the hahourable emiloy-
ment of prefect of Egypt: from that high mnk
he was gently degraded to the govermmnent of -
Crete; and when, at' length, his popularity
among the guards was effaced by time and ab-
sence, Alexander ventured to inflict the ﬂﬂn
hut deserved pu of his erimes.*  Under
the reign of a just and virtuous prince, the tyran-
‘ny of the army threatened with instant: deathhis
most faithful ministers, who were suspecteit ofan
intention Lo correct their intolerable disorders.
m The historian Dion Cassius had commanded the
‘Pannonian legions with the spirit of nncient dis
_cipline. Their brethren of Rome,
 the comman cause of military licence
© the hiead of the veformer. ~ Alexander, however,
“instead of yielding to their seditious clamotss,
‘shewed a just sehse of his merit and services, by
appointing him his colleague in' the consulship,
and defraying from his own treasury the expence
of that vain dignity : but ﬂb‘kﬁww '
:mﬁﬂm e the in-
‘office, they wnultlm
sult in his blood, the nominal first magistrate of
the state retived, by thie empmm from

A el o

4 Theugh mlngmanpmwﬂuﬂmlﬂ-
) e

ey

the weight and candour of that author.
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the city, and spent the greatest part of his con- nﬂﬂ

sulship at his villas in Campaunia.*

The lenity of w m the ine Tumus of

tinies pﬁrpetual.l broke: out; his_ officers were

.and his
i mmnmmw
the army.”  One particular fact well deserves toFinmes

‘hg!ht légione.

be recorded, asmlﬂumnteudmmanumnrthe”“’""

troops, and exhibits a singular instance of their
return to a sense of duty and obedience. Whilst
the emperor lay at Antioch, in his Persian ex-
pedition, the particulars of which we shall heve-

after relate, the punishment of some soldicrs, who
had been discovered in the baths of women, ex-
cited a sedition in.
PR
wnhupuleﬂﬁrmm. Mpw
multitude the absolute necessity, as well as his
mﬂmlhlcm:imﬁng the vices intro-
_duced by his impure. predecessor, dnd of Inakn-
m:ﬁsﬂm-hmmthwhcwldm be relaxed
‘without the ruin of the Roman name and em-
; ]i.u.':. 'I'hﬂir clamours mlﬂmptﬁlrknuﬂ eX-

'Fﬁﬂwﬂm‘l fate, ond bis own dsnger, ses the
mutifated conctusdon of DHon's histery, b laex, 1371.
¥ Annot, Neimar, sd Dion Casdisn, 1 lxax, p. 1360
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postuliition. = Reserve your shout=” said the
undaunted emperor, « till vou take the
" @ against the Persinns, the Geruans, and the
% Sarmnatians, Be silent in the presence
« sovervien and benefactor, who w :
“ you the corn, the clothing, and the money of
“ the provinees. Be sileat, or 1 shall no Finger
*‘f-ﬂyﬁyﬁ: soldiers, hut eitizens? if those, e
« deed, who disclaiin the lnws of Rome,
e s i
“ ples” s mennces inflamed the fury
legion, and their brandished nrms n_'ln*utfy
ened his person. % Your cournge,™
intrepid Alexander, “ would be more niobly
“ played in mmaawﬁwmmﬂy#
-ﬁw you ennziot intiniidute ; and mm
£
ﬁw m!ﬂ esrr b il ._I"
tenoe; * Oifizens ! lay down ;rmn- mmt
“part in peace th your respedtive”
Thntem}utwumtnﬂywm ' |
filled with grief and shame, siléntly confessed th -
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tacle: of their repentances bor did heumaw
them to their former rank-in the army, Gl he
haud pmmwﬁmmmm
connivance Hmﬁ-mm

wight equally determine the s :
lay down their arms at the emperor’s feet, orto
plunge them into: bis breast. Perhaps, if the
Nmummdwm

vof a philosopher, we should discover
wmmmm
rized the holdness of the prince, and command-
ed the obedienoe of the troops; and perhaps,if
it had been related by a jodicious historian, we
should find this action, worthy of Ciesar himself,

reduced nearer to the level of probability, and the
cominon standard of the character of Alexander
Severus. The abilities of that amiable prince
mwhave bnunw the difficuities
t'mnrtn-thpmtt of his intentions. Jrrspes)
_ tues, as nilngﬂ:eﬂmtufﬂhgmbﬂu.m

tracted a tincture of weakness and cffeminacy

from the soft climate of Syria, of wifich he was
a pative, though be blushed at his foreign origin,
and listened with a vain complacency to the fat-
mrhlggmlagmts, who derived his race from

® Hist, Aogust. p- 131,
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the ancient stock of Roman nobility." 'Hurpnh
and avarice of his mother cast n shade onthi
‘glories of his reign, und, by exacting from his
riper years the same dutiful obedience which she:
had justly claimed from his unexperienced youthy
Mumas exposed to public ridicule both: her
soi's character and her own!  The fatigues
of the Persian war irritated the military discons
tent; the unsuccessful event degraded the rept=
tation of the emperor as & gencral, and evenys

eamstance hastened, a revolution, whichsidis=
tracted the Roman empire with a long series.of
intestine calamitivs. 3 ian el
~Fhe dissolute tyramny of Commodus, the civil
wirs occasioned by his death, and the newmas-

the empire v of policy introduved by the house of Severus;

‘- all contributed o increase the dangerous
ar to obliterate the faint

cigus. I8 one shart pariod of twelve e, the Met =
seven !W‘IIIIIII]JI! aridt vy tefismphis h—mm

mmk the Fasl, 1 gl Hi =T b
L L A i)

m Hirodian, i o

mm&mrmw‘

.«.-r the, pst b-# rﬁuln., exmilrmed .‘!’ ﬂ,.
ments of THan. : :
her of our Sudern wiitems alaise Hﬂmﬂ mﬂn Augusts
ll-lllnrp Sq!!mmdufl]iuuumﬂ' ton,  From the

P
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¢n the minds of the Romans. This illt:en:ﬂ-t%-h-

some degree of order and perspicuity.  The
tories, laws; follies, and fortunes, can interest us’
no farther-than 8s they are connected with the
general Distory: of the decline and fall of the
abject will not suffer us to overlook .a most ime

illustrated by some ohservations on the finances of
that state, from the victorious ages of the com-
monwealth to the reign of Alexander Severus.

_ The siege of Veii in Tuscany, the Brst con-Estabiid-
siderable enterprize of the Romins, was protracted ™'
the place than by the unskilfulr of
winter campaigns; at the distance of near twenty
" miles from home, pequired more than common

o e

encourggements; and the senate wisely prevented-
i o . veel il ! il N .
ey onicl! 1o vl farehiar un the sige of

thoiigh some gut-poses uighs be advenanl farths

Errumie.  Mantig], o & profoesd trentisg, hea conbaied the populic
apinion, and the nuitharity of fwe popes, And has remsiveld Wl From
Clyita Costelinnn to 8 it spot exlled Isols, o thie Inlde Fbelwesn,
Hiane and the lake Bracclanw
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the clamiours of the people, by the institution of .
wregndar pay for the soldiers, which was levied

by a general tribute, ussessed according to an

=ad nhali-
tion of the
trilrate on
Homan de

Elzens,

equitable proportion on the property of the citis
zens.”  During more than two hundred: years.
after the conquest of . Veii, the victories of the
republic added less to: the wealth than to the-
power of Rome. The states of Italy paid their
tribute in military service only, andthe vast foreey.
botir by sea and land, which was exertediin the
Punic wars, wis maintained at the expenceiof
the Romans themseélves. That highespirited
people (such is often the generous en

freedom) cheerfully submitted to the

sive. but voluntary burdens, in u:u_pummuﬁﬂ
that they should speedily enjoy the rich haevest
af  their labours. Their expectations were nob

w lnﬂn:mﬂn&wm'r'

two millions sterling, and the Roman eople

the sovereign of so many nations, was for @
delivered from the weight of taxes® Tlﬂ"
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Saturn, and reserved for any unforeseen emergen- CHAP.
cy of the state.” s b
History has never perhaps suffered a greater or Tribute
more irreparable injury, than in the loss aglf-l-hﬂfm":,“
senate, m;gﬁm.u:perimm& prince so ac-

curately halanced the revenues and expences of

the Roman empire Deprived of this clear and

lect a few imperfect hints from such of the an-

cients as have aceidentally turned aside from the
splendid. to. the: more. useful parts of history.

We are informed that, by the conquests of Pom-

pey, th tributes of Asia were raised from fifty toor Asis.
one hundred and thirty-five millions of drachms;

or about four millions and a half sterling.s Un-

der the last and most indolent of the Ptolemies,

the revenue of Egypt is said to have amounted s Egyp,
to twelve thousand five hundred talents; a sum
equivalent to more than two millions and a

half of our moneyy but which was afierwards
nomy of the Romans, and the increase of the
trade of Ethiopia and India® Gaul was en-of cets
riched by rapine, as Egypt was by commerce,

and the tributes of those $wo great provinces

have been compared as nearly equal to each

's—;mmlpnmdmmd%ﬁg.;}-
can's Phara, 1. Gil, v. 155, &e. i
* ¥ Teit. in Ansal. 1L It scertis th Tiave axisted in the time of

-
 Plutareh, in Pampeio, p. G4 ' Siraba, L xvil, p. 796,
VoL, L 5
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ﬂ;ﬂ other in value.' The ten thousand Euboic or

—oeenes Pheenician talents, about four millions ster-

of Alien, ling," which vanquished Carthage was condemn-

#f Spain,

el to pay within the term of ﬁft:r yeirs, were
a slight acknowledgment of the superiority of
Rome," and mnntheartheleutpwpnm
with the taxes afterwards raised both on the lands
and on the persoms of the inhabitants, when the
fertile coast of Africa was reduced into a Im-
vince®

~ Spain, by a very singular fatality, was the Peru
and Mexico of the old world. The discovery of
the rich western continent hy the Pheenicians,
and the oppression of the simple natives, who
were compelled to labour in their own mines for
the benefit of strangers, form an exact type of
the more recent history of Spanish America”
The Phenicians were acquainted only with the
sea-const of Spain; avarice, as well as ambition,

‘carried the arms of Rome and Carthage into the

heart of the country, and almost every part of
the soil was found pregnant with copper, silver,
and gold. Mention is made of a mine near Car-
thagena, which yielded every day twmr-ﬁ"-'

mm:.u.e.u He secms to give the prefer-
ence to the revenae of Gaul,

! The Eubaie, the Phamician, and the Alexanidrion talenis wors
deuble in weight ta the Attle  See Hoopes sn ‘mnelent weights snd
vienrures, g Iv, ©. 5 It b very probuble that the sama talent w8
earried from Tyre (o Carthage,

S

* Polyh Loxv, oL % Applan d
* Diodorwn Sieuinn, 1.v, ___‘ﬂ'unmm-
ml:hm: before Christ. Sep Veil. Patert.
by .

bl
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thousand drachms of silver, or about three hun- CHAP.
dred thousand pounds a-year® Twenty thou- E
sand pound weight of gold was annually received
from the provinces of Austrin, Gallicia, and Lu-
sitania® = st

We want both leisure and materials to pursueof the i
this curious inquiry through the many potenl;‘m
states that were annihilated inthe Romanempire.
Some notion, however, may be formed of the .
revenue of the provinces where considerable
wealth had been deposited by nature, er collected
by man, if we observe the severe attention that
was directed to the abodes of solitude and ste-
rility. Augustus once received a petition from
the inhabitants of Gyarus, humbly praying that
they might be relieved from one-third of their
excessive impositions. Their whole tax amounted
indeed to no more than one hundred nnd fifty
drachms, or about five pounds: but Gyarus was
a little island, or rather & rock of the Fgean
seq, destitute of fresh water and every necessary
of life, and inhabited only by a few wretched
fishermen.* ' CA S

“From the faint glimmerings of such doubtful Amount of
and smttﬂ!d lights we should hr.' inclined to nue,
believe, 1st, That (with every fuir allowance for

* Sprmba. L iil, p. 148 " 4

» Pii, Hist. Natur. L xoaili, e 8. He mestlons [iewise o ol
ver mibe fu Delmatis, that ;u‘g-? ery diy ffty ponnds 1o the
sinte,

b Seradoy b x, p 485, Taril Anmal iif, 6%, andly, 30. Sec in
Tournefort (Veyages #u Levant, leltre vily & wery lisely piciurs
“wtmmiﬂml A | ¥
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the difference of times and circumstances) the
general income of the Roman provinces could

seldom amount to less than fifteen or twenty

millions of our money;* and, 2dly, That so
ample a revenue must have been fully adequate
to all the expences of the moderste government
instituted by Augustus, whose court was the mo-
dest family of a private senator, and whose mili-

_ tary establishment was calculated for the defence

Tuxes on

Raoman -

tigens in-
stituted by ,
Augustus,

of the frontiers, without any aspiring views of
conquest, or any serious apprehension of a foreign
invasion

Notwithstanding the seeming probability of
both these conclusions, the latter of them at least
is positively disowned by the language aud con-
duct of Augustus. It is not casy to determine
whether, on this occasion, he acted as the com-
hnﬁthuufthu Roman world, or as the op-

of 3 whether he wished to relieve

M or to impoverish the senate and

the equestrinn order. But no sooncr had he
assumed the reins of government, than he fre-
quently intimated the insufficiency of thetributes,
and the necessity of throwing an. equitable pro-
portion of the public burden upon Rome and
Italy. In the prosecution of this unpopular de-

“sign, he advunced, however, by cautious and

well-weighed steps. The introduction of castoms
was followed by the mmbhﬂ:mmtufu excise,

Hme--upimm mihnmmﬂum
Fanoe at ane, ifty millians af gold crowns : bat his
'h"kh‘h snd ingenious, betrays a very beatod
imugination.
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and the scheme of taxation was completed by an' cHa®,
artful assessment on the real and personal pro- i
perty of the Roman citizens, who had been ex-
empted from any kind of contribution above &
century and a half. S R TN

1. In a great empire like that of Rome, @ na=mhe e
tural balanee of money must have graduslly esta-"*
blished itself. It has been already observed, that
as the wealth of the provinces was ‘attracted to
the capital by the strong hand of conquest and
power ; so a considerable part of it was restored
to the industrious provinces by the gentle influ-
ence of commerce and arts. In the reign of
Augustus and his successors, duties were'im-
posed on every kind of merchandise, which
through a thousand channels flowed to the great
centre of opulence and luxury § and in whatso-
ever manner the law was expressed, it was the
Roman purchaser, and not the provincial mer-
chant, who paid the tax.® The mte of the
customs varied from the eighth to the fortieth
part of the value of the cammodity; and we have
@ right to suppose that the varintion was directed
by the unalterable maxims. of policy ;- that a
higher duty was fixed on the articles of luxury
4han on those of necessity, and that the produc-
‘fions raised or manufactured by th¥ labour of the
subjects of the empire,were treated with more
indulgence than wos shewn to the pernicious, or

= A

ptlal_twttheunpupulnrnummﬁmof Arabis and

4 Tagiz. Aanak ftly 31

LR
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CHAP. India® There is still extant a long but im-

perfect catalogue of eastern commodities, whieh
~abaut the time of Alexander Severus were subject
to the payment of duties; cinnamon, myrrh,
pepper, ginger, and the whole tribe of aromatics,
a great variety of precious stones, among which
the diamond was the most remarkable for its
price, and the emerald for its beauty.” Parthian
and Babylonian leather, cottons; silks, both raw
and manufactured, ebony, ivory, and eunuchs®
We may observe that the use and value of those
effeminate slaves gradually rose with the decline
of the empire.

The exciee. 11, The excise, introduced by Augustus after

the civil wars, was extremely modernte, but it
was general. It seldom exceeded one per eent.;
but it comprehended whatever was sold in the
markets or by public actj from the most con-
siderable purchase « apd houses, to those
mmm can only derive a value
from their infinite multitude, and daily consump-
tion. ' Such a tax, as it affects the body of the
people, has cver been the occasion of clamour
and discontent. An emperar well m:quuinh_!d

vion, 't conumodlties were sold ot Rome at & humired
times their urifinal price, may give us sume notiim ' of the producs
of thecustoms, sineo that arigingl price amounted to more thae
sight bundrod thosand pounde.

fThe uncients wore unsequainted tﬂthmlrmﬂl*
monl.

'l-!ﬂ::l. hhummm les Bomaion, hay
Lranscribed catalogue ¢ M-ﬂm iMustrate
it by & very profix q. e
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with the wants and resources of the state, Wis CHAF.
obliged to declare by a public edict, that the “*
support of the army depended in a grest measure
on the produce of the excise. |

11, When 2 ~resolved to establish aTaxonle
permancat ilitary force for the defonce of bisfio.™
mies, he instituted o peculiar treasury for the pay
of the soldiers, the rewards of the veterans, and
the extraordinary expences of war. The ample
revenue of the excise, though peculiarly appro-
priated to those nses, was found inadequate.
To supply the deficiency, the emperor suggested
a new tax of five per conl. on all legacies and
inheritances. But the nobles of Rome were
more tenacious of property than of freedom.
Their indignant murmurs were received hy Au-
gustus with his usual temper. He candidly re-
ferred the whole husiness to the senate, and ex-
horted them to provide for the public service by
meuthe:nydh:l;éd' a less odious nature.
They were divided ~and perplexed. He_insinu-
him to propose a genvral land-tax and capitation.
They acquiesced in silence,’ The new imposi-
tion on legacies and inheritances was, however,
mitigated by some restrictions. ¥t did not take
place unless the object was of a certain value,

S Parit. Apsal i, TA Two geifs slerwards, the reduction of
“thie poor kingdom of Cappeducia guve Tiberies o pretence fur dimi-
nishing the excise to ane Lall but the reliel was of very shorh
duratism,

' Dign Cassiusy b Ive e 704 L ¥ pe 825

54
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most probably of fifty or an hundred pieces of

gold :* nor could it be exacted from the nearest
of hn on the father's side! When the rights of
nature and poverty were thus secured, it seemed
reasonable, that a stranger, or a distant relation,
who acquired an unexpected accession of fortune,
should cheerfully resign a twentieth part of it,
for the benefit of the state™

Such a tax, plentiful asit must prove in every
wealthy community, was most happily suited to
the situation of the Romans, who could frame
their arbitrary wills, according to the dictates of
reason or caprice, without any restraint from the
modern fetters of entails and settlements; From
various causes the partiality of paternal affection
often lost its influence over the stern patriots of
the commonwenlth, and the dissolute nobles of
the empire; and if the father bequeathed to his
son the fourth part of his estate, he removed all
W' of complaint." But a rich child-
less o mwadnnmiuctwmt, and his power
increased with his years and infirmities, « A ser-
vile crowd, in which he frequéntly reckoned
prators and consuls, courted his smiles, pam-
pered his avarice, applauded his follies, served
his pmumr, aml waited with impatience for his

* The stm 1 li!.]; fixed by eomjeeture.
" As the Bantan taw subsisted  for TR Afes, tho tegmadi, & o=
tinnn on the mother's side, were noy called to the sucoesmion. Tl
bazals institution way gradually undn-n.lﬂﬁr‘ﬂllih}l!. lﬂ‘ﬁﬂ{!
ballahed be Justinign,
-ﬁh. Panvare a1
X hmpumm LK
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death. The arts of attendance and flattery were cHAR
formed into a most lucrative science; those who
professed it acquired a peculior appellation; and

the whole city, according to the lively descrip-

tions of sative, was divided between two parties,

the hunters'and their game* Yet, while' so0°
muny unjust and extravagant wills were every
day dictated by cunning; and subscribed by folly,
a few were the result of rational esteem and vir-
tuous gratitude. Cicero, who had 'so’ often de-
fended the lives and fortunesof his fellow-citizens,
was rewarded with legucies to the amount of
an hundred and seventy thousand pounds;® nor
do the friends of the younger Pliny seem to
linve been less gencrous to that aminble orator.®
Whatever was the motive of the testator, the
treasury claimed, without distinction, the twen-
tieth pﬁr’t of his estate ; and in the course of two
ole property of the
pussed through the

that prince, from a desire of popul ty, and per-,;.
haps from a blind impulse of benevalence, con-

ceived  wish of abolishing the oppression of
the customs and excise. The wisest senators ap-

planded his magnanimity; but they diverted him

= Heorat. 1. i, =t v. Potron. £ 116, &e Plin b 0f, eplst. 30
* Cictro Jo. Frillipp. il, o 16 :
-'s_..;]gggul-. Every such will give him sn sceaslon of dis

playlng his reverence to the dead, and his Justiee o the living,  Ha

peconciled both, ln his behstions to 8 so% wha had bew dlainbarit-
#d Uy hin mother (v 1),
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from the execution of a design, which would
have dissolved the strength and resources of the
republic’ Had it indeed been possible to rea-
lize this dream of fancy, such princes as Trajan
and the Antonines would surely have embraced
with ardour the glorious opportunity of con-
ferring so signal an obligation on mankind. Sa-
tisfied, however, with alleviating the public bur-
den, they attempted not to remove it. The
mildness and precision of their laws ascertained
the rule and measure of taxation, and protected
the subject of every rank against arbitrary inter-
pretations, antiquated claims, and the insolent
vexation of the farmers of the revenue! For
it is somewhat singular that, in every age, the
best and wisest of the Roman governors per-
severed in this pernicious method of collecting

the principal branches st least of the excise and
customs!

*“Fhe sentiments, and, indeed, themi
Caracalla, were very different from those of the
Antonines. Inattentive, or rather averse to the
welfare of his people, he found himself under the
necessity of gratifying the insatiateavarice, which
he had excited in the army. Of the several im-
positions introduced by Augustus, the twentieth
on inheritances and legacies was the most fruit-
ful, us well as the most cnm]ﬂdnnm As its

* Tacit. Annal. xill, S0, Eljl'hh‘#- l-ﬂ.. c I o
% See Pliny's the apd Furman de
Bl ¥ Puqqu &*ﬂ.hﬂﬂ?
'hmm:ﬂﬁmmm sinee he govd
princes offen pemitted many millions of wrears,
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influence was not confined to Rome or Ttaly, the cuar.
produce continually increased with the gradual s
extension of the Roman Cily. The new citi-

zens, though charged, on equal terms,” with the

them as subjects, derived an ample compensa-

tion from the rank they obtained, the privileges

they acquired, and. the fair prospect of honours

and fortune that was thrown open to their am-

bition. But the favour which implied a distine-Tue froe-
tion was lost i the prodigality of Curacalla, and 55y g o

ity glven
the reluctant provincials werecompelled to assume ' Fﬂ‘!‘w
the vain title, and:thereal obligations, of Roman L, o e
citizens. Nor was the rapacious son of Severns[IT "
contented with such ameasure of taxation ns had
appeared sufficient to his moderate predecessors.
Instead of & twentieth, he exacted a tenth of all
legacies and inheritances; and during his reign
(for the ancient proportion was restored after his
death) he crushed alike every part of the empire
under the weight of his iron sceptre.”

When all the s became linhle to the Tenporsry
peculiar. impositions of Roman  citizens, they 7 e sn
seemed to acquire o legnl exemption from the™*
tributes which they had paid in their former
condition of subjects. Such were not the maxims
of government adopted by Caracallf and his pre-
tended son. The old as well as the new taxes
were, at the same time, levied in the provinces.

" 'I"H m of the new eitlzens is minutely deseribed. by Pliay

(Pinegyrie, ©. 37, 88, 3. Trjun poblished 8 Jaw very much &=
thedr Cavnurs [

= Digs L Ixxviiy v 1805
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ciiar, It was reserved for the virtue of Alexander to

VL

relieve them, in a great measure, from this intos

lerable grievance, by reducing the tributes to a

h_-

thirtieth part of the sum exacted at the time of
his accession? It is impossible to conjecture
the motive that engaged him to spare so trifling a
remnant of the public evil; but the noxious weed,
which had not been totally eradicated, again
sprang up with the most luxuriant growth, and,
in the succeeding age, darkened the Roman world
with its deadly shade.  In the course of this his-
tory, we shall be too often summoned to explain
the land-tax, the capitation, and the heavycon.
tributions of corn, wine, oil, nnd meat, which
were exacted from the provinees for the use of the
court, the army; and the capital.

~ As long as Rome and Italy were respected as
thhcmﬁmuf government, a national spirit was
pne.ﬂ'u! - the ancient, llldimennblymhﬂwd
by the citizens. The principal com-
Immdﬂ of the army were filled by men who had
received a liberal education, were well instracted
in the advantages of laws and letters, and who
had risen, by equal steps, through the regular
succession of civil and military honours* To
their influence and example we may partly ascribe
the modest obedience of the legions durivg the -
two first centuries of the imperial history,

? e whe poid ten sured, the umml mwwﬂ?‘"
mave than the thind part of an aureus, and prsportismsl. picces of

“gobl were cuined  Alexandes's arder. c. Hist Augoet. po 127, with

* Sen the lives of Agrieols, Vespmalan, Trajan, Severus, and his
shree competitocs, and indeed of all the cainsgt men of thess tieck



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

269

But when the last enclosure of the Roman cm.!-.

constitution was trampled down by Caracalla, -
the separation of professions grndml:lymmaeded
to the distinction of ranks. 'The more polished

mhmdtba;uﬁﬁdwinmwemﬂmm-
lified fo act as lawyers and magistrates. The

rougher trade of arms was abandoned to the pea-
sants and barbarians of the frontiers, who knew

no eountry but their camp, no science but that of

war, no civil laws, and scarcely those of mtlltarf
discipline. With bloody hands, savage manners,

and desperate resolutions, they sometimes guard-

ed, but much oftener subverted, the th:md‘
the emperors. e



270 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. VIL

The elevation and Lyransy of Marimin— Rebellion
it Africa amd Ttaly, under the authority of the
senate.—Cicl tars and seditions.—Violent deaths
of Maximin and Fis son, of Maxirus and Bals
finus, and of the three ﬂwinh—-{"m?m
antl seculor games of Philip,

e 0! tlm various forms of government, which
nenees have prevailed in the world, an bereditary mo-
e 2P~ narchy secms to present the fairest scope for s
cule dicule. Is it [mihln to relate, without an in-
dignant smile, that on the father's decease, the
property of a nation, like that of a drove of oxen,
descends to his infant son, as yet unknown o
mankind and to bimself; and that the bravest
“warriors and the wisest statesmen, relinquishing
their natural right to empire, approach the mj’ii
cradle with bended knees and
inviolable fidelity ? Satire and declamation m
paint these obvious tupil:s in the most dazzling
colours, but our more serious thoughts will re- ?
spect a useful prejudice, that establishes a rule of |
succession, fdependent of the passions of man- -
kind ; and we shall cheerfully acquiesce in any. .]
expedient which deprives Ihe multitade of the

dnugemua. and indecd thﬂ-mlp pawer ¢ of Ei*‘

and solid pof 1 t, we may mly
e heredls devise m-rmarr forms of guvemmant, in which j
Inry Sg- 1

omaicd. |



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. a1

the sceptre shall be constantly bestowed on the CHAR
most worthy, by the free and incorrupt suffrage o
of the whole community. Experience overturns
these airy fabrics, and teaches us, that in a large
volve to the wisest, or to the most numerous, part
of the people. The army is the only order of
men sufficiently united to concur in the same sen-
“on the rest of their fellow-citizens; but the tem-
per of soldiers, habituated at once to violence and
to slavery, renders them very unfit guardians of
u legal, or even & civil, constitution. Justice,
humanity, or political wisdom, are qualities they
are too little acquainted with in themselves, to
iate them in others. Valour will acquire
their esteem, and liberality will purchase their
suffrage ; but the first of these merits is often
lodged in the most savage breasts; the latter can
only exertitself at the expence of the public; and
both may be turned against the possessor of the
throne, by the ambition of a daring rival.
 The superior prevogative of birth fwhen it has Was of <
ot the sanction Of tinie U POTIE Op-lor
nion, is theeplainest and least invidious of all7n i
distinctions among mankind. The acknowledged the greses
right extinguishes the hopes of faction, and e
conscious security disarns the cruelty of the mo-
wareh,  To the firm establishment of this idea,
we owe the penceful succession end mild admi-
nistrafion of European monarchies. To the
defect of it, we must attribute the {requent civil

 al
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CHAP. wars, through which an Asiatic despot is obliged

A a LR

to gut his way to the throne of his fathers. Yet
even in the Last, the sphere of contention is
usually limited to the princes of the reigning
house ; and as soon as the more fortunate compe-
titor has removed his brethren, by the sword and
the bow-string, he no longer entertains any Jjea-
lousy of his meaner subjects. But the Roman
empire, after the authority of the senate had sunk:
into contempt, was.a vast soene of confusion. |
The royal, and even noble, families of the pro-
vinces, had long since been led in triumph betore
the car of the haughty republicans. The ancient.
families of Rome had successively fallen beneath
the tyranny of the Caesars; and whilst thoss
princes were shackled by the forms of a common-
wealth, and disappointed by the repeated failore
of their posterity,” it was impossible that any
ot in the minds of their subjects. The right to
the throne, which none could claim from birth,
every one assumed from merit. The daring
hopes of ambition were set loose he salu
restraints of law and prejudice, and the meanest,
of ‘mankind might, without folly, entertain &
hape of being raised, by valour and fortune, to a. -
rank in the afmy, in which a single crime woull
cnable him to wrest the sceptre of the world from
his feeble and unpopular master. After the mur=
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der of Alexander Severus, and the elevation of cmar.
Maximin, no emperor could think himself safe “'"
upon the throne, and every barbarian peasant o
the frontier nught thntmguu,hmh.
gerous station: i\' i
. mmnjh‘! hﬂfﬁrﬂ that event, the Birh smd
emperar Severus, returning from an ensternexpe—ﬁ'“’"”‘
dition, halted in Thrace, to celebrate, with mi-
litary games, the birth-day of his younger son,
Geta. The country flocked in crowds to behold
their sovereign, and a young barbarian of gigantic
stature, earnestly solicited, in his rude dinlect,
that he might be allowed to contend for the prize
of wrestling: As the pride of discipline would
have been disgraced in the overthrow of a Roman
soldier by a Thracian peasant, he was matched
with the stoutest followers of the camp, sixteen
of whom he successively laid on the ground
His victory was rewarded by some trifling gifls,
and a permission to inlist in the troops. The
next day, the happy barbarian mduu.uguuhr.d
above a crowd of recruits, and e
fashion of his country. Aﬂuﬂn?ih =

he had attracted the émperor's
notice, he instantly ran up to his horse, and fol-
Jowed him on without the least appearance
nffnugne,mnlungludrhphiﬂrﬁr “ Thras
% cinn,” said Severus with astonishment, “ art
- thnuﬁhpusedtu“rﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂflh}l;m&? Most
willingly, sir, replicd the unwearied youth ; and, .
almost in a breath, overthrew seven of the
;tmué-ﬂ!tai:rlﬂiﬁ'nintm. army. A gold collar was

voL. I T
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cuakb. the prize of his matchless vigour and activity, and
i Vil ewasimmediately appointedtoserve inthe horse-
guards whe always attended on the person of the
sovereign.”
wismii-  Maximin, for that was his name, though born
tary wrvict o the territories of the empire, descended from
sour. o mixed race of barbarians. His father was 3
Goth, and his mother of the nation of the Alanlk
He displayed, on every oceasion, & valour equal
to his strength s and his native ficrceness was
soon tempered or disguised by the knowledge of
the world. Under the reign of Severus and his
gon, he obtained the rank of centurion, with the
favour and esteem of both those princes, the for-
mer af whom was an excellent judge of merit.
Gratitude forbade Maximin to serve under the
mn of Caracalla. Honour taught him to
decline the effeminate insults of Elagabalus. On
the accession of Alexander he returned o eourt,
and was placed by that prince in a station useful
to the service, and honourable to himself. The
fourth legion, to which ke was q:pohlod tribune,
soon became, under his eare, the best e
of the whole army. With the general applause
of the soldiers, whe bestowed on their favourite
bero the names of Ajax and Hercules, be was
successivelf promoted to the first military com-
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of his savage origin, the emperor might perhaps CUAT.
have given his own sister in marriage to theson
of Maximin.* -

Instead of securing his fidelity, ‘these favours Consplracy
served only to inflame the ambition of the Thra-g.
to his merit, as long as he was constrained to
acknowledge a superior. Though a stranger to
real wisdom, he was not devoid of a selfish cun-
ning, which shewed him that the emperar had
lost the affection of the army, and taught him to
improve their discontent to his own advantage.

Tt is easy for faction and calumny to shed their
pdumthmiﬁm:ﬁnnu{thehﬂﬁd'pdnmﬂ.
and to accuse even their virtues, by artfully con-
founding them with those viees to which they
bear the nearest affinity. The troops listened
with pleasure to the emissaries of Maximin,
They blushed at their own ignominious patience,
which, during thirteen years, had supported the
vexations dise i by an effeminate Sy-
vian, the timid slave of his mother and of the
senate. It was time, they cried, to cast away
that useless phantom of the civil power, and to
elect for their prince and genersl o real soldier,
educated in camps, exervised in war, who would
assert the glary, and distribute among his com-
panions the treasures of the empire, A great
nﬂ_ﬂm«dﬁﬂ.ﬁﬂ-mﬂdﬂvﬁ—m
ﬁwm'mhr:mm“a-‘ﬂlﬂ#h
Iﬂlﬂl“—pdhhmtﬁuﬂm '

4ce the uriginal Ieiter of Alesander Severus, Hist. August
P 148,

T2

-
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CnaAp, Brmy wasat that time assembled onthe banks of
Vil ghe Rhine, under the commanid.of  the emperor
me mself, who, nlmost immediately after his return
from the Persian war, had been obliged to march
against the barbarians of Germany.  The im-
portant care of training and reviewing the new
levies was intrusted -to Maximin.  One day, as
he entered the field of excreise, the troops, either
from a sudden impulse, or a formed conspiracy;
saluted him emperor, silenced by their loud acclas
mations his obs yefusal, and hastened to
. 335, consummate their rebellion by the murder of
March 18- Afexander Severus. il
oewnehed The cirenmstances of his death are variously
Sienia r{:ia:liul. The writers, who supposed that lie died
in ignorance of the ingratitude and ainbition of
Maximin, affirm that, after taking o frugal re-

piestin the sight of the army, he retired to sleep, -
and that, about thesseventh hour of the day, &

 of hi& ow guards broke into the imperial
tent. and, with many wounds, nssassinated their
virtuous and unsuspecting prinee.t B we credit
dnother, and indewl 2 more proliable account;
Mesimin was invested with the parple by a mu-
merous detachment,. st the distance of several
miles from the head-quarters; and he trasted for

¢ Higt. Augist. . 135 T have softered : mirmmmw&*“
tuble circumstances of this wretchod  Bingrapher. Fram %r

N erpnile the dissifcted poldierd
t3 commit the murder. : e 3§
n
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public declarations of thf'gﬁ?atmy Alexan- Elﬂ:ﬁ

der had sufficient time to awaken s fuint sense.
of loyulty among his troops; but their refuctant
Fmrﬁﬂﬁﬂmﬁ ekl 3

friend and advocate ::-f ﬂw military order, ., anil
mmﬁfﬂnﬂ y acknowledged cuperor of the
Romans by the lpﬁﬁnﬁngﬂi:p% son of
Mamzea, betrayed and despried,
his tent, desirous at least to mnwnl his q.-fpmnﬂi
ing fate from the insults of the multitude, He
was soon fi W #ome cenfu-
rions, the ministers of death ; but instead of re-
ceiving withmanly resolution theinevitable stoke,
his unavailing cries and entreaties disgraced the
last moments of his life, and. converted into
contempt some portion of the just pity which his
innocence and misfortunes must mapme His
mother Mamaa, whose pride and avarice he Towk
the cause ﬂfhtﬂrllinl in‘:rtﬂhnd with

it, were nrtﬂplrd of thmr en-
i Iy, driven from the

w vouths® E:]ucltutlin ﬂl.l.’.‘ pnrp]a,. and
£ mﬂﬂ. o pe3-2e,
% Caliguls, the ldest of the fiur, was only twenty-fre yours of
age when be meendod 18e thiune; Caraealla was twenty “three, Coms
“mieshis icteen, podl W't mire than Sewentesn.
T3

-

LN I S ——
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e B ’
cmap. corrupted by the pride of empire, the Tuxury of
Vil Rome, and the perfidious voice of flattery. The
cruelty of Maximin was derived from a different

soarce, the fear of contempt. Though he de-
pended on the attachment of the soldiers, who
loved him for virtues like their owD, he was con-
ndnuuthﬂhiﬁmﬁmnnﬂbnrhnriﬂnorigin? his sa-
vage appearance, and his total ignorance of the
arts and institutions of ciyil life,* formed a very
unfavourable contrast with the amiable manners
of the unhappy Alexander. He remembered,
that, in his humbler fortune, he had often

before the door of the haughty nobles of Rame,
and had been denied admittance by the insolencs
of their slaves. He recollected too the friendship
of afew who had relieved his pomty,andmis#
i rising hopes. But those who bad SPUE
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with the sound of treason, his cruelty was un- CHAP,
bounded and unrelenting. A conspiracy against "
his life was either discoveréd or imagined, and
Magnus, a consular sénator, was named as the
principal author of it. Without a witness, with-
out a trial, and without an opportunity of de-
fence, Magnus, with four thousand of his sup-
posed accomplices, were put to death. Ttaly and
the whole empire were infested with innumerable
spies and informers. On the slightest accusation,
the first of the Roman nobles, who had governed
provinces, commanded armics, and been adorned
with the consular and triumphal ornaments, were
chained on the public carriages, and hurricd
away to the emperor's presence, Confiscation,
exile, or simple death, were esteemed uncommon
instances of his lenity, Some of the unforfunate
sufferers he ordered to be sewed up in the hides
of slaughtered animals, others to be exposed to
wild beasts, others again to be beaten to death
‘with chibs, During the three years of his reigu,
he disdained to visit either Rome or ltaly, His
the Risine to those of the Danube, was the seut
of his stern despotism, which trampled on every
prineiple of law and justice, and was supported
by the avowed power of the swofd," No min
3 TR il of Masitnln, by Inslatiailig wite couseis with Finmle
m—-ﬁﬂmﬂmﬂ the gyrant f8 fhe way of truld
and } . See Ammianus Marceilings, L xiv, o 1, whifc he
“allies o e fict, which he harl more fully related undar the reign
of ihe Gardisi.  We moy eollert from the medals, that Paoling
was the mane of this benortlent empress 3 and frun the titla.of

Div, thay ihe disd Befors Moximin,  (Valeslus ad loc. cf, Ame
rilgs.) Spanbeirn de T, & P, K. tom. i, p. 300, '

T4
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cuap. of noblebirth, clegant accomplishments,or knows
Y Mgﬁ aof civil business, was suffered near his pE'-
son; and the court of a Roman emperor rovived:
the iden of those ancient chiefs of staves and gladi-
ators, whose savage power had left a deep unpm-
sion of terror and detestation.’ '
pessie As long as the cruelty of Maximin was cob-
?mu:.m fined to the illustrious senators, or even to the
bold adventurers, who in the court or army ex-
pose themselves to the. caprice of fortune, the
hﬂmfﬁﬁiwﬂ viewed their sufferings with
indifference, or perhaps with plessurc. But the
tyrant’s avarice, stimuluted hy theinsatintedesires:
of the soldiers, at length attacked the pul.ﬂﬂ-plﬂ-’
perty. Every city of the empire was aof
an independent revenue, destined to purchase
corn for the multitude,and to supplythe a:pm-
of the games and entertainments, By a
act of authority, the whole mass nt'wnlll:hw
at once confiscated for the use of the imperiak
treasury.  The temples were stripped 4 ﬁﬂa
most valuable offerings of gold and:
the statues of gods, heroes, nmlwm
melted down and coined into money. These im--
pious orders could not be executed wﬂ.hmilﬂ-f
mults and massacres, as in many places
chose rather fo die in the defence nhhdrm
than to behold in the midst nt‘pnmthﬁl‘
exposed to the rapine and cruelty of war. T-llﬁ]’
soldiers themselves, among. hom this sacrile-
gious plunder was ted, received it With s

-

'mwmrmﬁmm-lm nu-#'!""

p- 19 I S
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Mash: and, hardened as they were in pets of ¥io. GH A

lence, they dreaded ¢ repronches;of their "

friends and relations. --I:;W_._ : i m
ey " -:..-,_ ._‘-- hmm

- The procuratorof Africa was o servantworthiy e i
of such o wigster, who' considered the fines T gy
confiscations of therich as one of the most fruits Ak
ful ' serial revemue. . An i
tion of which would hLave stripped them of far
thn;grutu.pnti-bfrthl:ir patrimony,  In thisex~
‘tremity, a resolution that must either complete
or prevent their ruin, ‘was dictated by despair,

A respite of three days, obtained with difficalty
from the rapacieus treasurer, was eunployed in
collecting from their estates: o great number of

1

conspiracy; asthey were W-wtﬁ&hﬂimn
ol the prmmwhuu#ﬁh the daggers
concealed undér their garments, 1hn_|‘!|:‘h]"tht";ai4:

= Hereins, bofl, p 235 Zoson Ll g1 -
‘m Ill"_lh_t fomtile servitory of Byeacivmn, onn hoedred “and #fy
Elumm-uhd'.m “This city wns decoraied, poobably
& e - ir

1 =}
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cuar. ard of rebellion against the sovereign of the Re-

¥iL

man empire. They rested their hopes on the

hatred of mankind against Maximin, and they

Character
and eleva-

judiciously resolved to oppose to that detested
tyrant, an emperor whose mild virtues had al-
ready acquired the love and esteem of the Ro-
mans, and whose suthority over the province
would give weight and stability to the enterprize.
G-urdl.nnus, their prm.l. and the object of
th:d:n;uw hunnur, and begged, with tears,
that they would suffer him to terminate in peace
along and innocent life, without staining his
feeble age with civil blood. Their menaces
compelled him to accept the imperial purple,
hisonly refuge, indeed, against the jealous cruelty
of Maximin, since, according to the reasoning of
tyrants, those who have been estecmed worthy
ﬂthﬁmmMmdMthd—
liberate have already rebelled.”

The family of Gordianus was mifﬂwm

viom of the illustrious of the Roman senate, On the father’s

two Gor-
dians.

side, he was descended from the Gracchi; on
his mother's, from the emperor Trajan. = A
great estate enabled him to support the dignity
of his birth; and, in the enjoyment of it, he
Wummmwu
position. The palace in Rome, formerly inha-
hited by the great Pompey, had been, during

by the Gordizns, with the a fie mnphi-
e i eI
ml-h-iliﬂf.nm’m

* Herodian, L vil, p 239, Hist. August, p. 153,
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several generations, in the possession of Gordinn's

285
CHAF.
VIL

family.” Tt was distinguished by ancient tro-

phies of naval v . and decorated with the
works of wodern painting. His villa on the
gular Wéﬂmh for three stately rooms
of an hundred féet in length, and for amagnificent
portico, supported by two hundred columns of
the four most curious and costly sorts of mar-
ble? The public shews exhibited at his ex-
pence, and in which the people were entortained
b L b
tors” seem to surpass the fortune of n subject;
and whilst the liberality of other magistrates
wis confined to a fow solemn festivals in Rome,
the magnificence of Gordian was repeated, whea
he was @dile, every month in the year, and ex-
tended, during his consulship, to the principal

* Hist. Augubt. p. 152 The eelebrated house of Pompey in carinie
was uwrped ty Mare Antony, and conseqoently became, -MT:

vieed with oval spets of purphe.  See Salmasius ad Hisk A,
p-tlb ; :

L AT e i Sl A W s
© e ptist. August. po 151, 152 m-n-gi.s-imwﬂr
n!ﬁiﬂgp-;muhmmquwlﬂlﬂﬁ He once give,
Fﬂ!—"d‘ﬁmmmm. and us many Cappa-
ducian harses. - The enimaly designed for bunting were chiely bears,
boars, bulls, siags, elkn, wild mses, o Elcphents and lons seem
;@MMW.'WW!W“-
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cuap. Gitiesof Ttaly, He was twice elevated to the last-.
VL. mentioned dignity. by Caracalla and by Alex-
“ander; for he possessed the uncommon talent of

acquiring the esteem of virtuous princes, v with-
out alarming the jealousy of tyrants. His long
life was innocently spent in the study of letters
and the peaceful honours of Rome; und, till he
was named proconsul of Africa by the voice of
the senate and the approbation of Alexander,”
he appears, mﬁmm ‘the com-.
mand of armies and the government ur]::'urrm
Aslong as that emperor lived, Afriea was hu.pp!'
under the administration of his worthy repre-

sentative ; after the barbarous Maximin had -

ysurped the throne, Gordianus alleviated the
miseries which he was ungble to prevent. 'When,
e reluctantly accepted the purple, he was above
m years old; @ last and valuahhm
vis own conduet, and celebrated in
an elegant poem of thirty books. With the ve-
nerable proconsul, his son, whohad accompanied
him into Africa as his lieutenant, was lkewise
declared emperor, His ml.'imasm less pure,
but his character was equally amiable with that
of his father. Twenty-two acknowledged con-
cubines, and a:ibrary of sixty-two thousand vo-
lumes, attested the variety of his inelinntions
and from the productions which he left behind

i -.-.-J'-Ir;

4 See the eriginal mwpnﬁm

A

ad his evteem for the peinte by that ememby,
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him, it appears that t.hn former as well os the CHAR
latter were designed for use rather than for os-

tentation.' ‘The Romin people acknowledged
in the features of the younger Gordian the re-
semblance of Scipi recollected with
pleasure that his mother was the grand-daughter
of Antoninus Pius, and rested the public hope
on those latent virtues which bad hitherto, as
Mfﬂrmmmm

urious indolence of a private life.

As soon as the Gordians had appeased the first They wll-

et the coli=

tumult of a popular election, they removed their o
court to Carthage. Twummmmfwr"

~ acclamations of the Africans, whnhom&h
virtues, and who, since the visit of Hadrian,
had never hebeld the majesty of a Roman em-
peror.  But these vain acclamations neither
strengthened nor confirmed the title. of the Gor-
dians. They were induced by principle, as well
as interest, - tnﬁnhmr the approbation of t.hr.-

aud justify

harw;uﬂ'mdmth

resolved 1o act, with vigour. . The letters of the
new princes wereimodest and respectiul, excusing
the necessity which had obliged tifem to secept
the impe.nﬂ.l title ; but submitting, their election

Y ! _dl .?"’;}'?‘.‘w! ”"J'

¥ By eseh of bis eoncubises, the younger Gordian left thres ar
Fone chilien . B litarary peodsaions, thoogh les numercus, werz
by o Mieans evutemptilic.

e
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cnar. and their fate to the supreme judgment of the
VU sennte’

Toroawe The inclinations of the senate were neither
b= % doubtful nor divided. The birth and noble alti-
of the t:mcessn{'thr.-(;ﬂrliimllmlintiru,ntﬁ:l:rfmnmected
them with the most illustrious houses of Rome.

Their fortune had created many dependents in

that assembly, their merit had acquired many
friends. Their mild administration opened the

ing prospect of the restoration, not only of

the civil but even of the republican government.

The terror of military violence, which had first
ohliged the senate to forget the murder of Alex-

ander, and to ratify the election of a barbarian
peasant,* now produced a contrary effect, and
provoked them to assert the injured rights of
frocdom and humanity. The hatred of Maximin
towards the senate was declared and implacable ;
ﬂmmuﬂ-ppﬂnd his fury;

the most cantious innocence would not remove

his suspicions ; and even the care of their own

safety urged them to share the fortune of an
enterprise, of which (if unsuccessful) they were

sure to be the first victims. These considerations,

temple of Castor the whole body of the senate,

* Bersdien, L v, g 3. Tt Angust. B 144
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according to an ancient form of secrecy,” cal- cmap
culated to awaken their attention, and to conceal h

their decrees. * Conscript fathers,” said the
consul Syllanus, “ the two Gordians, both. of

% other your lieutenant, have been declared em-
« peraes by the general consent of Africa. Let
“ us return thanks,” he boldly continued, * to
« ghe youth of Thysdrus; let us return thanks
% to the faithful people of Carthage, our gene-
% pous deliverers from an horrid monster.—Why
% do you hear me thus coolly, thus timidly ?
“ Wiy do you cast those anxious looks on cach
~ « other? why hesitate? Maximin is a public
« enemy! may his enmity soon expire with him,
«_and may we long enjoy the prudence and feli-
« city of Gordian the father, the valour and
% constancy of Gordian the son!"* The noble
ardour of the consul revived the languid spirit

of the senate. By an unanimous decree the clm—ﬁﬂh
tion of the Gordians-was ratified; Maximin, hisy( ;i

During the emperor's ahsence, a detachment Ao

[
ol

of the pratorian guards remained at Rome, {0 mand

Renme snd,

and thelr office was fitied by the sembtors themseives. Weare obliged
to the Angustine Hiory, p 159, for presarving this curisus cu-
mt#mmﬁmw x

'M##Wﬁmhhu{ﬂnhlﬂnﬂ.
P 136, seems ttamseribed by bim (i the ariginal regisiers al-th
senuie. '
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protéct, or rather to command the capital. - The
prefect Vitalinnos had signalized his fidelity o

Maximin, by the alacrity with which he had
obeyed, and even prevented, the eruel mandates

" of the tvrant. = His death alone conld rescue the

authority of ‘the senate and the lives of the
senators, from a state of danger and suspence.
Before their resalves had transpired, a quaestor
and sonje tribunes were commissioned to- take

MFWH-Mrﬁd;-% their

bloody daggers in their hands, ran through the
streets, proclaiming to the people and the sol-
diers, the news of the happy revolution. The
enthusinsm of liberty was seconded by the pro-

mise of o large donative, in lands and moneys

(e statwes of Maximin were thrown down]

 twunsporty the authority of ‘the- two Gordians

and thi senate = and the example of Rome was

" fullowed by the rest of Traly. 8 i wects

aml pre-

A new spirit had arisen in “assembly;

pans B3 ehose long patience had been insulted by wanton

avil wan

despotism and military licence. The senate as=
sumed the reins of government, and, with a calm
intrepidity, prepared to vindicate by arms the
cause of fréedom.  Among the consular senators

recommended by their imerit and serviees 1o the
favour of the emperor Alexander, it was easy to
select twenty, not unequal to command of

an army, and the conduct of a war, To thesé

a5 . S O e ;
= Herodiin, L vii, p- 2.

- N ..
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was the defence of Tialy entrusted, Each was cHAF.

appointed to act in his respective’ department; Y
Hhmxdhmﬂﬂllm&: Italian ™

\ numbe nftlnpum chosen from
the mﬂtm“ of the senatorian and eques-
trian orders, were dispitched at the same time to
thlgmumu of the several provinces, earnestly
conjuring them to fly to the assistance of their
‘country, and Lo remind the nations of their an-

these deputics were received, and the zeal of
Ialy and the provinces in favour of the senate,
sufficiently prove that the subjects of Maximin
were reduced to that uncommon distress, in
which the hody of the people has more to fear
from oppression than from resistance. The cons
sciousness of that melancholy truth, inspires a
degres of persevering fury, seldom to be found
in those civil wars which are artificin ‘='i ortes
for the benefit of a few fuctious and designing
leaders® Bl aah s
Fwwﬂllﬁlmnfthe{mrdmumem-mtoum
braced with such diffusive ardour, the Gordians "
themselves were no more.  The fecble court of $ordians,

e M =

Wmnﬁrmdwdhmmww;ﬂ,,
Capelianus, governor of Mauritania, who, with a
small band of veterans, and a ficree host of bar-
Pbr L -

‘H-ﬂ-.uh.}m.uu. po3TT. Hist Aviguer, po 15G=

VaL. I. i



¢ uar. harians, attacked a faithful, but unwarlike pro-

THE DECLINE AXD FALL, .

VH- _yince. The younger Gordian sallied out to meet
the enemy at the head of a few guards, and a

numeérous undisciplined multitude, educated in
the peaceful lusury of Carthage. His uscless
valour served only to procure him an honourable

Ve

death in the field of battle.  His aged father,

whose reign had not exceeded thirty-six days,
put an end to his life onthefirst news of the defeat.
to thié consjueror, and Africa was- po
rapacious croelty of a slave, ohliged to satisfy hiss
unrelenting master with a large account of blood

and treasure.” ey

Viection of The fate of the Gordians filled Rome w >

Maximus
anill Hailr-

but unexpected terror. The senate convoked in:

nan by the the temple of Concord ; affected to transact the

Iusiness of the day ; and seemed to dé-
s trembling amxiety, the consideration

with

56 thei 6w, ‘and the public dunger., A silent.-
consternation ed on the nﬁwn.ﬁul. .
senator, of the name and family of Trajan, awaks

ened his brethren from their fatal lethargy. He -

represented to them, that the choice of cautious

dilatory measures had been long since out of their
power; that Maximin, implacable by nature,

f
I
i

|

-

« Merodian, L Vil, po 256  Fist. Augur. p. 150-160, Wemsy
M.Mnmmdmmftﬁwdm'kﬁ ,t

Just oorrection of Cassubon and Tanvinis, Instesd of the wheurd
reading of one yenr and six monthe See Commuentar. - 153 ol
aimos relatss, L i, p 17, Mlﬂﬁljww&'m

3
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dnd exnsperated by injuries, was advancing to- crar.
wards Ttaly, at the head of the military force of "™

the empire; and that their only remaining alter-
native, wmdl%bgmﬂhm hmrdymthe
the tortures and ig
mminus md for unsuccessful rebellion.
“ We have lost,” continued he; “ two excellent
“ princes: but unless we desert mmhuz the
“ hopes of the republic have not perished
“ the Gordians. Many are the senators, whm!i!
® virtues have dmerﬂ'd, and whose abilities
“ would sustain, the imperial dignity. Let us
“eﬁ-:ttwu emperors, one of whom may con-
“ duct the war against the public efiemy, whilst
“ his colleague remnins at Rome to direct the
“ aivil administration, Icheerfully expose mysell
“ to the danger and envy of the nomination,
“ and give my vote in favour of Maximus and
“ Balbinus. Ratify my choice, conscript fathers,
* ora in their place, d‘l;hurs more 'nﬂrtlhy
& of ﬂ'IE - T -xm e
silenced thewhupersu!‘ mﬁ*ﬁ rit of the
was universally a::knmr%gﬂ “and
the house resounded with the sincere neclama-
tions, of “ Tong life and victory to the emperors
“ Maximus Hnﬂkﬂ]:llnul You are happy in the
“ judgment of the senate; may the republic be
* Happy under your administration

- 4 Sag the Augistan history, p. 166, fetn the registers of the se-
nate s the vate ba confesscdly fanlty, but the cuitcidence of the
Apullinarian games enubles us 10 coreeet Jt.

v 2
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cuap.  ‘The virtues and the reputation of the new em-

VIL

e L

perors justified the most sanguine hopes of the

*hel; cha- Romans. The varions nature of their talents

LE e H

seemed to appropriate to each his peculiar de-
partment of peace and war, without leaving room
for jealous emulation. Balbinus was an admired
orator, a poct of distinguished fame, and o wise
magistrate, who had exercised with innocence
and applausc the civil jurisdiction in almost allthe
interior provinces of the empire. Flia birth wos
nolle his fortune affluent, hiis manners liberal
and affable. In him the love of pleasure was
corrected hy a sense of dignity, nor had the babits
of ease deprived him of a capacity for business.
The mind of Maximus was formed in a rougher
mould, By his valour and abilities he had raised

: from the meanest origin to the first em-
ployments of the state and army.  His victories
ﬁ%mﬂﬁﬁﬁmm the ans-
terity of his life, and the rigid impartiality of his
justice, whilst he was prefect of the city, com-
manded the esteem of & people, whose affections
were engaged in favour of the more amiable

o L

Balbinus, The two colleagues had both been

* fle- was deseennd from Cornelios Balbos, noble Spasiard,
aridl the adoged mon of Theophanes, the Greek Nignris. ‘Balbus
atizied the frovdom umwhmurﬂm'-ﬂ#
served it by the eloquencs of Clcero (see Orst. pro Comnel. Balbak
Thefdwﬂupdmnulhmhmm'mw-
searct services in the civil war)  ralsed ki o the w-ﬂhﬂrﬂ"'

pontificate, hanotrs pever yet poesested Ky & Stranget. The meghes
o€ {hia Balbis teicuspie ; e Diimnaia®
Hlayle, an mot Balies, : s the spviral persons ol

that name, aod rectifies, with his usual sccaracys the mistakes of
fumict weiters concerning them.
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eonsuls (Balbinus had twice enjoyed that honour- © lu.r.
able office), both had been named among the
twenty lieutenants of thesenate; and sincetheone
Wwas sixty, and the other seventy-four years old,’
they had mmmmummynr.ge
and experience.

After the senate had conferred on Maximus Tomuh of

and Balbisus an equal portion of the COnSULAr Trs rounes
and Aribunitian power, the title of fathers of Coréien
thelr country, and the joint office of supreme Coss.
poutiff, they ascended to the capitol, to return
thanks to the gods, protectors of Rome® The
solemn rites of sacrifice were disturbed by a se-
dition of the people. The licentions multitude
neither loved the rigid Maximus, nor did they
sufficiently fear the mild and Bumane Balbinus.
Their increasing numbers surrounded the temple
of Jupiter; with obstinate clamours they asserted
their inherent right of consenting to the election
of their sovereign; and demanded, with an ap-
parent mmm ,buidu the two mps-
rors chosen hy the: d &

wmtumusepﬁmmm' o
their Emﬁrtberqmblnr At the head of tihu
dtj'~g'uﬂrtla, and the youth of thl:.- equestrian

LF Rampras, 1L all, p 830 umwunhﬂw

uf 2 modern Greek, s grossly ignarant of the hisery
of the thind eantury, that he erestes seversl imaginary comperors,
and conlintods those wlu really exieted,

e il p 850, supposss fhat the seaatewss ot fira
BV thesapiicl, and is very eloguent oo the oocsdon,  The
Aagusian m;":. 116, ssewms misch more sulhentb

3
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CHAP. order, Maximus and Balbinus attempted (o eut

YiL

Muximin

their way through the seditious multitude. The
multitude, armed with sticks and stones, drove
them back into the capitol, It is prudent to
yield when the contest, whatever may be the issue
of it, must be fatal to both partics. A boy, only
thirteen years of age, the grandson of the nltiur._
and nephew of the younger, Gordian, was pros
duced to the people, invested with. the ornaments
and title of Caesar. The tumull was appeased by
this easy condeseension ; and the twa emperors,
28 soon as they had been peaceably acknowledgs
ed in . Rome, prepared to defend Italy againsé
the common enemy, ol

Whilst in Rome and. Africa revolutions suc.

m’;:uﬁwdﬂd each othér with such amazing rapidity,

thelr

peters

wwnd the mind of Maximin was agitated by the most
Wy arious passions, He is said 1o Lave rtmm‘.lthﬂ
news of the rebellion of the Gordians, and of the

WHE,MM against him, uot with the
mﬂlﬂ' of a man, but the rage of a wild beast;
which, as it could not discharge itself on the dis-

tant senate, threatened thie life of his son, of his

friends, and of all who ventured to approach. H‘ |

person, The grateful intelligence of the death

«of the Gordians was quickly followed by the as-
surance that,the senatc, lnying aside all hopes of

pardon or accommodation, had substituted in
their rgom two emperors, with whose merit he
could not be unacquainted. Revenge was the

only consolation left to Maximin, and Bevenge

could only be obtained by arms, The stfength
of the legions had been gssembled b_y.&lumdﬂ

il g ™

L T
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from all parts of the empire. Three successful crAP.
‘campaigns against the Germans, and the Sarma- e
‘ians, had raised their fame, confirmed their
discipline, and even increased their numbers, by
filling the ranks with the flower of the barbarian
youth. The life of Maximin had been spent in
war, and the candid severity of history cannot
rﬁmhun the yalour.of a soldier, or.even the
ahilities of an experienced general® It might
naturally be expected, that a prince of such a -
r.:hnmcu!r. instead of suffering the rebellion to

gain stability by delay, should immediately have
wﬁm thuimﬂmnfthﬂhmnh to th-nne
ﬂignted by mnt.empl for tl:e sennte, lnd eugl-'r to
gather the spoils of Italy, should have burned
with impatience to finish the easy and lucrative
‘conquest. Yet as far as we can trust to the ob-
soure chronology of that period,’ it appears that

o S, il, 1. 190 . & :
rm-ﬂ'm-ﬂmﬂ“l’ww—fm )
sperplexity.  be W know thyt Maximus and Ballinug were Rilled
w=hﬁm Herodian, L gill, p 285, The su-
Ahoelty of Cene Dic Watal, ¢ 18} enabiys us 1o Gx those
m'hhmtlﬂﬂhlllﬁ![ﬂfm.hnlhhdn?m ignotmos of
thy munih e day. lthmm “M(-mlhn tqr:ht*pll
A equal certainy th
nﬂm whether it a"ﬁp ﬂ{'}ﬁm
M:.ﬂ. Murstori, whi NMUH, two opposliz aploivos,

lhp.iubdnduuihnr;r trisi of udherithes, ¢anjectores, and
5 wie seeins to draw out, the dther (o contract, the
mﬂnmm those porioda, more than can be well recooeilug

- :a:mmm Yt it | neressary W choos between thetis

U4
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cuar the operations of some foreign war deferred the
VI ealian expedition till the ensuing spring. From
the prudent conduct of Maximin, we miy lenrn
that the savage features of his characterhave been
exaggerated by the pendil of party, that his pas-
sions, however impetuous, submitted to the force
of reasen, and that the barbarian possessed some-
thing of the generous spirit of Sylla, who sub-
dued the enemies of Rome, before he suffered
himsell’ to revenge his private Wﬂi;nm;
Maches  Wihen the troops of Hn:inh, in
e e excellent ordes, arrived at the foot of the Julian
Februsey. Alpg. they were terrified by the silence and desos
Iation that reigned on the frontiers of Ttaly. The .
villages and open towns had been abandoned on
their approach by the inbabitants, the cattle was
driven away, the provisions removed, or destroy-
ed, the bridges broke down, nor was any thing
left which could aﬁanl either shelter or sub-
sistence to an invader. Such had been the wise
orders of the generals of the sengte ; whose de-
sign was to protract the war, te mmr{
Maximin hy the slow n]:mmtiﬂ»n of famine, and to
consume his strength in“the sieges of the ﬂb
cipul citics of Ttaly, which they had plentifully
stored with men and provisions from the deserted
Frgent. country. ~ Asuilcia received and withstood the
! first shoek of the invasion, The stremms that
issue from the head of the Hadriatic gulf; swelled




AF TIHE ROMAN EMPIRK.

2%

' by the melting of the winter snows,' opposed unt-l.

an unexpected obstacle o the arms of Maximin,
At length, on a singular bridge, constructed, with ™
art and difficulty, of large hogsheads, he trans-
pnrted his mﬂﬂwm rooted up
in the neighbourhood of
Aquﬂdu.w the suburbs, and employed
the timber of the buildings in. ﬂl.eﬂnglm'l- nnﬂ
towers, with which, on every side, he

city. The walls, fallen to decay during the

security of a long peace, had been hastily repaired
om this sudden emergency; but the firmest de-
fence of Aquilein consisted in the constancy of
the vitizens ; all ranks of whom, instead of

dﬁmavud. were snimated, by the extreme Jdan-
ger, and their knowledge of the tyrant’s unrelent-
ing vemper.  Their courage was sapported and
directed by Crispinus and Menophilus, two of the
twenty lieutennntsof the senate, who, with a small
budyur nnguhnrwpu, had thrown themselves
into the besieged pi ‘Iﬂpmyofl{uximm'

Uhpsall d"Ihl-Tlnuf—.iI.
nrﬂ-e murm-:hmxhnrm

wht of Fibietséty, mm«.mmwnhmm
the Alps and the ie undoubtedly of grost weighe; yo
Tabmerre, 1. That winter, of whirh Murstail takes advan-
tage, ju ja be found oy in'the Lutin verdon, anl oot in the Greek
twrh o Hermlan, tmmd"m-ﬁrdnh

MWHMmmmmm%

rites the spring cather thin the mmmer. #ﬂzm

that dhese several stromm, as they molof inty ond, compused the
Poestcully (o cvery semm'pl the word) doscribied by Vir.

Tl on, e
gl They are about twelie miles 10 the ent of Aquilein e
Flivee, leadia, vom. 4, 3. 456, &c.
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CHAP. Why:hum of artificial fire, and the
ik enthusinsm of the Aquileians was exalt-
“ed into a confidence of success, by the opinion,
that Belenus, their tutelar deity, combated in
person in the defence of his distressed wml:rp-
Canduet urpuf:.:hﬂ emperor Maximus, who hnﬂnd\anr:edﬂ
Harmst for as Ravenna, to secure that important fHace,
and to hasten the military preparations; beheld
the event of the war in the more faithful mirrer
ﬁmmm He was too sensibile, that
asingle town could not resist the persevering
"efforts of a great army ; and he dreaded, lest the
enemy, tired with the obstinate resistancerof
Aquilein, should on # sudden relinquish the
fruitless siege, and march directly towards Rome,
The fate of the empire, and the cause of freedom,
'Mlhmbemmmﬂl to the chance of & battle;
q:d'lrhdm i he oppose to the veteran
- the nnrl Danube?  Some
troops ml)r levied among the generous, but
enervated, youth of [taly, and nhndj‘nf Gam /
auxilinries, on whose firmness, in the hour of
trial, it was dangerous to depend.  In the midst ~
nftim;uﬂqlm%ﬂﬁkeddumnﬂmm E
spiracy punished the crimes of Maximin, and
de]lrﬂul Rowe and the senate from the calami-
uﬂthntwwldmrel;hlmmmdudthefm“ﬂ
of an enraged barharian,
= Heroian, L viii, p. $78,  The Coliic deity wis supposed whe
e e I v
m':miﬁ (gives ep theis hulr 1o muske coper i
the milfiary engins

e i

i b
[
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. The people of Aquilein had scarcely expe- mu;_ w
rienced any of tlu:mnhauuf:mge.

their magazines were plentifully supplied, and\oa, o
several fountains Wlﬂlhl the walls assured them of m’:‘h’
an mﬂxlm.;utlllhmd' fresh water. Tlu.u- m‘i"“
soldiers nt‘;ﬂqﬁmm were, on the contrary, ex- rioize
posed to the inclemency of the season, the con- E
tagion of disease, und the horrors of famine.

The open country was ruined, the. rivers filled

with the slnin, and pollited with blood. A spi-

rit of despair and disaffection began to diffuse it-

self among the troeps; amd as they were cut off

from all intelligence, they casily believed that

the whole empire had embraced the conse of the
senate, and that they were left as devoted vie-

tims to perish under the impregnable walls of
Aquileia. The fierce temper of the tyrant was
-exasperated by disappointments, which he imput-

£d to the cowardice of his army ; and his wanton

and ill-timed cruclty, instead of striking terror,
inspired hatred, Iﬂt_mt desire uf rﬂvuugt.

A pnrty ut' torin s, w

J“hls ‘near Rome, executed unmmﬂﬁ&
senate, . Maximin, abandoned by his guards,
‘was slain in‘his tent, with his son (whom he had
associated to the honours of the purple), Anuli-
nus the prefect, and the principal ministess of
his tyranny.* Thesightﬂf their. heads, Horne

m'l.ﬂ.d.p-!ﬁ El:in.jnpu p.'l-l‘- The airas
ﬂﬂ‘m& peign has ot been defined wlth much naceurocy,
ezt by Eotropius, Ihl.l.lé'ﬂ-l him three years and a few dagpe
- o

. "' |
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CHAP. mthlpdmnfmm convineed the citizens of
s m-:in, that the siege was at an end ; the gates
of the city were thrown open, @ liberal market.
was pnmdml for the hungry troops of Maximin,
and the whole army joined in solemn protesta-
tions of fidelity to the senate and the people of
Rome, and to their lawful emperors Maximus

Wis por- and Balbinus.  Such was the deserved fate of
a brotul savage, destitute, as he has pencrally

been represented, of every sentiment that dis«
tinguishes a civilized, or even a buman being.

The body was suited to the soul.  The stature

of Maximin exceeded the measure of eight

feet, and circumstances almost incredible are
related of bis matehless strength and appetite.®

Had be lived in o less enlightened nge, tradition

and poetry might well have ‘described him as

wone of those monstrous giants, whose w

huim mwr exerted for the de-

Soy nﬁh It is easier to conceive than -tu-m*

Riavrmuin

worie umiversal joy of the Roman world on thefall of
the tyrant, the news of which is said to have been’
carried in four days from Aquilein to m ]
The return of Maximus was n-lliumphnl-m

thee Giredk tersion of Penius, =, el

-r.i,;m Toman feet #ied ome thind, gu-inr: to aluve
wight"Brgiish feet, ns 1he twn messures ame the pro=
portien to 967 ta 1000, Sew t:uuudhﬂﬁ Homan faot.
3 ’ﬂr &n wp‘lm {ne

=
i

m

ILI:. hr nﬁmﬂnﬂw integrity of the teat,

.
*
Ty

We gre told that I'I-Ia.llu:ln :nql‘li m h

shaut wesen zallons of win  pemnd of
erumibils stomes 11 hin ha i ]
R I‘Jﬂ:hﬂm th:
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sion; his colleague and young Gordian went out
to mect him, and the three princes made their
entry into the capital, attended by the ambassa-
dors of almost all the cities of Italy, saluted
with the splendid offerings of gratitude and su.
perstition, and received with the unfeigned ac-
clamations of the senate and people, who per-
suaded themselves that a golden age would suc-
ceed to an age of iron? The coniuct of the two
emperors corresponded with these expectations.
They administered justice in person ; and the ri-
gour of the one was tempered by the other’s cle-
mency. Theoppressive taxes with which Maxi-
min hed loaded the rights of inheritance and
suceession, were repealed, or at least moderated.
Discipline was revived, and with the ndvice of
the senate many wise laws were enacted by their
imperial ministers, who endeavoured to restore
a civil constitution on the Tulns of military ty-
ranuy.  “ What reward may we expect for de-
« Jivering Rome from’ & monster ” was the
freedom and confidence.  Balbinus answerad it
without hesitation, * The love of the senate, of
« the peaple, and of all mankind.” < Alas?
replied Iiis more penetrating colleague,  Alas!
“ T dred the hatred of the soldiers; and the fatal
« effects of their resentment.™  His apprehen-
sions were but too well justified by the event,
iﬁhw Yetter of Cladice Jolisnus e sml, 19

*mm iy the Augustas Histury.
* Hist Aggust, p 174
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THE DECLINE AND FALL
- ‘Whilst Maximus was preparing to def end Ttaly
[ the common for, Balbinus, who remained

Seanion st Rome, had been enguged in scenes of blood *

M.

and intestine discord.  Distrust and jealousy’
reigned in the senate; and even in the temples
where they nssembled, every senator carriedeither
open or concealed arms.  In the midst of their
deliberntions, two veterans of the guards, actus
ated cither by curiosity or a sinister motive, au-
dncivusly thrust themselves into the house, and
advatioed by degrees heyond the altar of Victory.
Gallicanus, a consular, and Mwecenas, a prato-
rian senator, viewed with indignation their inso-"

lent intrusion : drawing their daggers, theyw
the spies, for such they deemed them, dend’at’
the foot of the altar, and then advancing to the
door of the senate, imprudently exhorted the
multitude to massacre the pretorians, as'the se- |
cret adberents of thetyrant. Those who escaped
the first fury of the tumult took refuge @“
the camp, which they (defended with superior
advantage against the reiterated attacks of ‘the
people, assisted by the numerous bands of gle=
diators, the property of opulent noblés. ;
civil war lasted many days, with infinite lossand
confusion on both sides.  When the pipes were
broken that supplied the camp with water, ﬂ‘e};‘i_ .
pretorians were reduced to intolerable distresss *
but in their turn they made desperate sallies into
the city, set fire to a great number nfhm.;
and filled the with the blood of the %
bitants. The e Balbinus attempted, by
ineffectual edicts and precarious truces, to recon-

4
x o
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cile the factions DIRMMMLIM, CHAP

though smothcred for a while, burnt with re- V%

- doubled violence. Thé soldiers, detesting the™
mmmmwmnra

After ﬂlﬂaﬂuh death, his ﬁ:rlmuluhle ﬂm!nhmlmt
had acknowledged, from necessity rather thangj M=
fram ehoice, the authority of Mﬂﬂllmhmw
transported himself without delsy to the camp
before Aquilcin.  As soon as he had received
their oathoof fidelity, be addressed them in terms
full of mildness and moderation ; lamented, ra-
ther than am:gmui the wild disorders of the
times, and assured the soldiers, that of all their
past conduct, the senate would remember only
their gencrous desertion of the tyrant, and their
voluntary return to their duty. Maximus en-
forced his exhortations by a fiberal donstive,
purified the camp. Iu a solemn. sacrifice of ex-
piation, and then dismissec thu,lug:nns to t.'lmr
several provinces, impres e hoped, v
a lively sense of grnﬂtud@lnﬁ abe o
nothing could reconcile the baugh
preetorians, They attended the. empcmrs on t!m
memorable day of their public entry into Rome;
but amidst the general acclamations, the sullen
dejected countenance of the guards sufficiently
declared that they considered themselves ns tie
ohjeet, rather than the pnmﬂ-the triumph.
Whm‘ﬁmﬁnln body was united in their camp,
those who had served under Maximin, and those

¢ Hesudian, L viiiy p 238 s Herodiam, L wiii, p 203
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THE DRCLINE AND PALL

cuAP. who had remained at Rome, insensibly comimus
T-__micated to each other their complaits and ap
-,Febensmnu. The emperors chosen hy!hu-W" A

mus od

Ruibiwis, 'mlmn fur thc various emergencies of l’“ﬂ
war, they were actuated by the mm

hodd perished with ignominy ; those eleeted by
the senate were seated on the throne.' The long
discord between the civil and military powers
was decided by a war, in which the former had

41

btained a complete victory. The soldiers must

now learn a new doctrine of submission. to the

scnate § and whatever clemency was affected

by that politic assembly, they dreaded a slow
_revenge, colowred by the name of discipling; and
justified by fair pretences of the publie good.
. But their fate was still in their own handss and

if they had eourage to despise the vain terrdrs

of an impotent republic, it was easy 1o eon-
.wince the world, that these who were masters
l“m were masters of the authority; of

red PR T he
he senate elected two ¢
hesides the declared

Mhﬂmam m

imus despised Bulhmml nsn wm ﬂ

was in his tum

rh-mﬂlmhﬁﬂi Il-La.np,-i. i~ 150
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obscure soldier. Their silent discord was under- CHAP.

stood rather than seen:® but the mutual con-

sciousness prevented them from uniting in any
mon enemies of the pretorian camp. The
Whole city was employed in the

games, and the emperors were left almost alone

by the approach of a troop of desperate assas-

sins. Ignorant of each ether's situstion or de.
signs, for they already occupied very distant
* npartments, afraid to give or to receive assistance,
they wasted the important moments in idle de-
of the guards put an end to the vain strife.
They scized on these emperors of the senate,
for such they called them with malicious con-

tempt, stripped them’ of their garments, and

dragged them in insolent triumph through the
streets of Rome, with a design of inflicting a
slow and cruel death on these unfortunate
princes. The fear of a rescue from the faith-
ful Germans of the imperial guards, shortened
their tortures ; and their bodies, mangled with
n thousand wounds, were left exposed to the
insults or to the pity of the populace.®

* Discordiz wacitz, et qua intelligerentur potiny quam viderentss.
Hist. August, - 170. This wellchosen exprymsion Is probabiyssteler
from some better writer. herme =l i
_‘myﬂ.pﬁh‘

YOL 1. x



306 THE DRELINE AND FALL
CHAR - Tnthe space of a few montlis, six princes had.
_VIE jeen cut off by the sword. Gordian, who had:
Toe s already received the title of Cwesar, was the only.
Gordian  1yeson thint oecutred g0 the soldiers as proper (o
sale empe- fill the vacant threne.® They  carried him to
) th'm-mmmmtadﬁwm
and ‘emperor. Hizname was dear to the senute
 andpeople; his tender age promised a long im-
punity of military licence; and the submission.of
' the républic; at the ex-
penice indeed of its freedom and dignity, from
the horrors of & new civil war in the Lieart of
lhe‘mpilnl.’ . {ikad vd i
_m-‘ﬂi&k the third Gordian was only nineteen years
ot Gordiun, OF age ut the time of his death, the history of his.
Nifie, were it known to us with greater agcuracy
‘fhn it veally is, would:contain litble: mare. thau

wﬁ:ﬁmmwum;

ately after his accession; M:MW of

= Quia non alius crat ja pessentiy u; e gpeesalon oF (08 AV

ey w0 Deoglimi e S

ik s 43 Ly P na gt comit 0 he
eompesi of. 1he day ok iving, b his Hnppy eeeessioo eslauist

[ —] |
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his mother's cunuchs, that pernicious vermin of r:ml’lf
the Enst, uhfnmthudaﬁd'mugﬂn}uu,had

op-
MWMWEM‘“
dian was deceived, and the honours of the empire
sold without ‘his knowledge, though in a
publie‘manner, to the most M
kind. We are ignorant by what fortunate apéi-'
dent the emperor escaped from this ignominious
slavery, and devolved 'his eonfidence on a mi-
nister; whose wise councils had no ohject except
the glory of his sovereign, and the happiness of
the people. Tt should seem that love and learning . » s0.
introduced - Misitheus %o ‘the favour ¢f Gor-armrs .,
dian. " The young prince married the duughter"“""“"
of his master of rhetoric, and promoted his fa-
ther-<in-law to the first offices of the empire.
Two admirable letters that passed between them
are still extant. The minister, with the conscious
dignity of virtue,
is delivered from the Mdﬂ*m;
and still more that he is sensible of his deliver-
ance. The emperor acknowledges, with an ami-
able confusion, the errors of his past conduct ;
and laments, with singular propriety, the misfor-
tune of a monarch, ﬁum whum n.“fnnu‘lmmlnt
i e e
_gntle violence, and that the young Gordian rather.

mﬁﬁnﬂhﬂ to, thelr disgrace.

X 2
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cgﬁf. courtiers ~ perpetually labour to conceal  the

e SRS -
T he life of Misitbeus had been spent in the
san wao  profession of letters, not of arms; yet such was
the versatile geniusof that great man, that, when
he was appointed pretorian prefect, he dis-
charged the military dutics of his place with vi-
gour and. ability. The Persians had invaded
Mesopotamis, and threatened Antioch. By the
persuasion of his futher-in-law, the, young em-
the last time reconded in history, the temple of
Janus, and marchedin person into the East. On
his approach with @ great. army, the Persians
withdrew their garrisons (rom the cities which
‘they had-already taken, and retired from the B
~phrates to the Tigris. Gordian enjoyed the ples-
sure of announcing to the senaty the first succes
of his srms, which he ascribed with a becoming
ther and prefect. During the whole expedition,
Misitheus watched over the safety and discipline
of the army; whilst he prevented their dangerous
murmurs by maintaining a regular pleaty in the
camp, and by establishing ample magazines of
vinegar, bacon, straw, barley, and 'ﬁ'hﬂi_‘hm
the cities of ‘the frontier.” But the g

i ATLR 1S Rl
* Duxit uxerem Eliam Hm\_ﬂmﬁ“
parentsla sud- patavit e prefectom statim_fesit 3 F‘.,-."
- . o " b - -sln.hi_ Ili
e 6 e phieghe
ptet by the love of Imowiedif
and by the bape of peseiniing s fes 89 lodia,
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of Gordian expired with Misitheus, who died of cw ﬂﬂgm
a flux, not without very strong suspicions of poi- " "
som, Pﬁmmmh%mmhmm
an Arab by birth, and constquently, in the earlier )7
md&mw
from so obseare a station to the first dignities of
the empire, seems to prove that he was a bold
and able leader. But his bolduness prompted him
to aspire to the throne, and his abilities were em-
ployed to supplant, not to serve, his indulgent
master. The minds of the soldiers were irritnted
by an artificial scarcity, created by his contrivance
in the camp; and the distress of the army was
attributed to the youth and incapacity of the

ince. It is not in our power to trace the sue.
cessive stepg of the secret conspiracy and open
sedition, which were at length fatal to Gordian.
A sepulchral monument was erected to. his- mes Murder of
mory on the spot® where he was killed, near the "0
mmm the little river Mach

:hnug&mw description, which a7
g

'M:m]nlhh}muukmn l.hl'ql'-‘-lrmun.lq_l.h
frontier of (he thvo empires

4 T inscriptbon (which ronraited singular pusj era-
uwmmﬂmwﬂmlp
ensPhitip (Mgt Anguus. po 1657 ; ot the emebes, or meumd of arth,
-ﬁan-uunupm-, otill snbuisted o the tiime of Julis.

..... Amsiwian. Marcellin, xxifi, 5.

tlﬂum Batrop, fx, T Orsbits, v, 3. ' Ammisom
Murcellinns, =i, & Zosimin, L, o190 Philip, whe wos g e
lmnfhﬂmm:lﬂhwmd'l-gt.
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CHAP. r:umwmter of our own times has traced of
Vit m{m'y government of the Toman empire
T @ AWhat in that age was called the Roman nt-

« pire, was only an frregular republic, ot uh-
« like the aristocracy® of Algiers® where ‘the
« militin, possessed of the sovereignty, creates
«und deposes a magistrite; who is styled a dey,
« Perhnps, indeed, it may be lnid down as u
« meneral rule, that n ‘military government is,
* in some respects, ‘more republican than mo-
w mrchical;  Nor @an ‘it be said that the sol-
# diers only partookiof the government by their
« disohedience and¥ebellions.  The speeches
“ made to them by the cmperors, were they
# not at length of the same nature as those
“ formerly pronounced to the people by the
‘& consuls and the tribines > And although the
“#armies had no regular ‘place or forss of as-
¢ thetresult of cool reflection, did they not dis-
“ pose, with absolute sway, of theépuliie for-
« tune? What wais the emperor, ex